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Duly adopted by the Onancock Town Council in regular session on 

March 24, 1997 and amended. 

 

 
 

      Certification: __________________ 

Bruce S. Paone, Mayor 

        

 

                 Teste: __________________ 

Susan D. Scott, Clerk 

 

The effective date of this ordinance shall be from and after its 

adoption by the Onancock Town Council, and its provisions shall 

be enforced thereafter until repealed or amended. 

 

 

*Amended July 14, 1997 

*Amended Feb. 9, 1998 (Title Reference Changes from 15.1 to 

                       the following sections: 

                        

            Section 24-1 change 15.1-485 to 15.2-2280 

            Section 24-1 change 15.1-491(c) to 15.2-2286 A 3 

           

            Section 24-2 change 15.1, Chapter II, Article 8, 

            Section 15.1-486 through 15.1-498 to Title 15.2, 

            Chapter 22, Article 7, Section 15.2-2280 through 

            15.2-2316 

 

            Section 24-88 change 15.1-431 to 15.2-2204 

 

            Section 24-93 (c) change 15.1-431 to 15.2-2204 

 

            Section 24-99 change 15.1-431 to 15.2-2204 

 

            Section 24-100 change 15.1-431 to 15.2-2204 

 

            Section 24-107 change 15.1-491 to 15.2-2286 

 

            Section 24-108 (e) change 15.1-431 to 15.2-2204 

 

            Section 24-110 (f) change 15.1-456 to 15.2-2232 

 

       Section 24-93 (d) Special Use Permit Application Fee 

 

*Amended July 27, 1998 
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Amended Section 24-16 to change reference from Article 

XIV to Article XV 

 

Amended Section 24-33 to change the words: “from the 

governing body” to “as defined in Article XV, from the 

Town Council” 

 

Amended Section 24-40 to change the words “from the 

governing body” to “as defined in Article XV from the 

Town Council” 

 

*Amended January 10, 2000 

  Amended Article II, Sec. 24-18 Setback Regulations 

      Sec. 24-20 Setback Regulations 

      Sec. 24-28 Setback Regulations 

      Sec. 24-42 Setback Regulations 

Amended Article XIII Non-Conforming Uses,  

Sec. 24-84, to add Sub-section “f” 

 

**Amended May 22, 2000 

Added Section 24-20e Fence Regulations in the R1-A, 

R1-B and R1-c Zones 

 

 Added Section 24-22c All fences in side yard exceeding 

four feet in height closer to the side street than the 

main structure shall require a special use permit, as 

set out in Article XV, from the Town Council.  All 

property owners contiguous to the applicant’s property 

or immediately across any street abutting the 

applicant’s property shall be notified of the public 

hearing by certified mail mailed at least ten (10) 

days prior to the public hearing to the last known 

address as shown on the Town’s Real Estate tax 

records. 

 

 Added Section 24-28c Fence Regulations 

 

 Added Section 24-30c All fences in side yard exceeding 

four feet in height closer to the side street than the 

main structure shall require a special use permit, as 

set out in Article XV, from the Town Council.  All 

property owners contiguous to the applicant’s property 

or immediately across any street abutting the 

applicant’s property shall be notified of the public 

hearing by certified mail mailed at least ten (10) 

days prior to the public hearing to the last known 

address as shown on the Town’s Real Estate tax 

records. 

 



iv 

 

***Amended June 24, 2002  

Added Inns to Article I General Provisions Section 24-

1 Definitions: ”Inn” to allow for the renting of rooms 

to transients. 

 

Amend Article VI Section 24-40 to allow Inns in the 

Business Highway District (B-2) by a Special Use 

Permit. 

 
Rezone the Town’s portion of the White/Ingleside 

property from R-1A to Parks and Open Spaces. 

 

****Amended February 24, 2003 
Amended the Zoning Ordinance to include the use of “Hotel” in 

the B-1 District through a Special Exception, Section 24-33 (e) 

Hotels under Special Exceptions. 

 

****Amended 4/28/03 
Amended the Definition of  “Hotel” Article I General Provisions 

 

****Amended 5/27/03 

Rezone the Samuel Outlaw Museum and Town owned adjacent property 

from R1-A to Parks and Open Spaces 

 

****Amended 6/23/03 

Chesapeake Bay Preservation Area Overlay District Regulations 

 

****Amended 1/26/04 

 Special Use Permit Application: 

 Section 24-92-Add “Opinions of neighbors are strongly considered by the Town 

Council. 

 

 Section 24-93 Procedure (a) Add “along with a check made out to the Town of 

Onancock in the amount of $125.” (b) Add “transmit a copy of collected 

information to the Planning Commission” (c) Replace current language with 

“Written notice shall be given at least five days before the public hearing to all 

abutting property owners and property immediately across the street or road from 

the property affected by certified mail to the last known address”. (d) Add “The 

Planning Commission may make a recommendation to the Town Council or 

appear as a party at the hearing”. (e) Remove “Special Use Permit Application fee 

is $75 for the application, plus any advertising cost over $50.” 

 

 Section 24-95 Add (f) “Consideration of neighbor’s opinions or concerns. 
 

**** Amend Zoning Ordinance to remove Sec. 24-43(a) Height Regulations in the B-2 district 

and re-letter the following paragraphs b & c, will now becomes a & b: 

 
a. Buildings may be erected to a height of more than 35 

feet provided that both required side yards setbacks  
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are increased one foot for each foot in height by 

which the building exceeds 35 feet.  In no case shall 

the building height exceed 60 feet.    

 

*** Amended Feb. 25, 2008:  Zoning Ordinance Section 24-14 Statement of Intent and Section 

24-16 add language:  It shall be a condition of issuance of a Special Use Permit 

that the Owner of the dwelling within which the apartment is located actually 

reside within the dwelling itself. 

 

Amended April 28, 2008:  Rezoning of property described as Tax Map No. 085A3-4-4-8 on 

Boundary Avenue from Business Highway to Residential 1 B. 

 

Amended September 22, 2008:  Addition of Zoning Ordinance Sections 24-56 through 24-59 

and Zoning Map, adding Cultural, Recreational and Community Facilities Zoning. 

 

Amended February 22, 2010:  Amendment to Article 1, Section 24-1, to include definition of 

Open Air Produce and Arts and Crafts Market and Article 5, Section 24-33, 

Special Exceptions, to add Open Air Produce and Arts and Crafts Markets as 

special use 
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AArrttiiccllee  II  --  GGeenneerraall  PPrroovviissiioonnss  
 

SSEECC..  2244--11..  DDEEFFIINNIITTIIOONNSS  

  

FFoorr  tthhee  ppuurrppoossee  ooff  tthhiiss  oorrddiinnaannccee,,  cceerrttaaiinn  wwoorrddss  aanndd  tteerrmmss  aarree  

ddeeffiinneedd  aass  ffoolllloowwss..    WWoorrddss  uusseedd  iinn  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  tteennssee  iinncclluuddee  tthhee  

ffuuttuurree..    WWoorrddss  iinn  tthhee  ssiinngguullaarr  iinncclluuddee  tthhee  pplluurraall,,  aanndd  tthhee  pplluurraall  

iinncclluuddeess  tthhee  ssiinngguullaarr..  

  

AAcccceessssoorryy  UUssee  oorr  SSttrruuccttuurree::  AA  ssuubboorrddiinnaattee  uussee  oorr  ssttrruuccttuurree  

ccuussttoommaarriillyy  iinncciiddeennttaall  ttoo  aanndd  llooccaatteedd  uuppoonn  tthhee  ssaammee  lloott  ooccccuuppiieedd  bbyy  

tthhee  mmaaiinn  uussee  oorr  bbuuiillddiinngg..  

  

AAccrreeaaggee::    AA  ppaarrcceell  ooff  llaanndd,,  rreeggaarrddlleessss  ooff  aarreeaa,,  ddeessccrriibbeedd  bbyy  mmeetteess  

aanndd  bboouunnddss  wwhhiicchh  iiss  nnoott  nnuummbbeerreedd  lloott  oonn  aannyy  rreeccoorrddeedd  ssuubbddiivviissiioonn  

ppllaatt..  

  

AAddmmiinniissttrraattoorr,,  TThhee::    TThhee  ooffffiicciiaall  cchhaarrggeedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  eennffoorrcceemmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  

zzoonniinngg  oorrddiinnaannccee..    HHee  oorr  sshhee  mmaayy  bbee  aannyy  aappppooiinntteedd  oorr  eelleecctteedd  ooffffiicciiaall  

wwhhoo  iiss  bbyy  ffoorrmmaall  rreessoolluuttiioonn  ddeessiiggnnaatteedd  ttoo  tthhee  ppoossiittiioonn  bbyy  tthhee  

ggoovveerrnniinngg  bbooddyy..    HHee  oorr  sshhee  mmaayy  sseerrvvee  wwiitthh  oorr  wwiitthhoouutt  ccoommppeennssaattiioonn  aass  

ddeetteerrmmiinneedd  bbyy  tthhee  ggoovveerrnniinngg  bbooddyy..  

  

AAggrriiccuullttuurree::    TThhee  ttiilllliinngg  ooff  tthhee  ssooiill,,  tthhee  rraaiissiinngg  ooff  ccrrooppss,,  

hhoorrttiiccuullttuurree,,  ffoorreessttrryy,,  aanndd  ggaarrddeenniinngg,,  iinncclluuddiinngg  tthhee  kkeeeeppiinngg  ooff  

aanniimmaallss  aanndd  ffoowwll,,  aanndd  iinncclluuddiinngg  aannyy  aaggrriiccuullttuurraall  iinndduussttrryy  oorr  bbuussiinneessss  

ssuucchh  aass  ffrruuiitt  ppaacckkiinngg  ppllaannttss,,  ddaaiirriieess,,  oorr  ssiimmiillaarr  uusseess..  

  

AAlltteerraattiioonn::    AAnnyy  cchhaannggee  iinn  tthhee  ttoottaall  fflloooorr  aarreeaa,,  uussee,,  aaddaappttaabbiilliittyy,,  

oorr  eexxtteerrnnaall  aappppeeaarraannccee  ooff  aann  eexxiissttiinngg  ssttrruuccttuurree..  

  

AAppaarrttmmeenntt::    OOnnee  oorr  mmoorree  rroooommss  ddeessiiggnneedd  ffoorr  lliivviinngg  aanndd  sslleeeeppiinngg  

ppuurrppoosseess  bbyy  aa  ffaammiillyy  aanndd  hhaavviinngg  aatt  lleeaasstt  oonnee  kkiittcchheenn  aanndd  oonnee  

bbaatthhrroooomm..  

  

AAppaarrttmmeenntt  HHoouussee::    AA  bbuuiillddiinngg  uusseedd  oorr  iinntteennddeedd  ttoo  bbee  uusseedd  aass  tthhee  

rreessiiddeennccee  ooff  tthhrreeee  ((33))  oorr  mmoorree  ffaammiilliieess  lliivviinngg  iinnddeeppeennddeennttllyy  ooff  eeaacchh  

ootthheerr..  

AAuuttoommoobbiillee  GGrraavveeyyaarrdd::    AAnnyy  lloott  oorr  ppllaaccee  wwhhiicchh  iiss  eexxppoosseedd  ttoo  tthhee  

wweeaatthheerr  uuppoonn  wwhhiicchh  mmoorree  tthhaann  ffiivvee  ((55))  mmoottoorr  vveehhiicclleess  ooff  aannyy  kkiinndd,,  

iinnccaappaabbllee  ooff  bbeeiinngg  ooppeerraatteedd,,  aanndd  wwhhiicchh  iiss  wwoouulldd  nnoott  bbee  eeccoonnoommiiccaallllyy  

pprraaccttiiccaall  ttoo  mmaakkee  ooppeerraattiivvee,,  aarree  ppllaacceedd,,  llooccaatteedd,,  oorr  ffoouunndd..  

  

BBaasseemmeenntt::    AA  ssttoorryy  hhaavviinngg  ppaarrtt  bbuutt  nnoott  mmoorree  tthhaann  oonnee--hhaallff  ((11//22))  ooff  

iittss  hheeiigghhtt  bbeellooww  ggrraaddee..  

    
BBeedd  aanndd  BBrreeaakkffaasstt  HHoouussee::    AA  ddwweelllliinngg  wwhheerree  llooddggiinngg  aanndd  bbrreeaakkffaasstt  iiss  

pprroovviiddeedd  ffoorr  ccoommppeennssaattiioonn  ffoorr  uupp  ttoo  ffiivvee  gguueesstt  rroooommss  ((iinn  

ccoonnttrraaddiissttiinnccttiioonn  ttoo  hhootteellss,,  bbooaarrddiinngg  hhoouusseess  aanndd  ttoouurriisstt  hhoommeess))  aanndd  
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ooppeenn  ttoo  ttrraannssiieennttss..    OOnnee  ppeerrssoonn  mmaayy  bbee  hhiirreedd  ttoo  aassssiisstt  iinn  tthhee  

ooppeerraattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  eessttaabblliisshhmmeenntt..  

  

BBooaarrddiinngg  HHoouussee::    AA  bbuuiillddiinngg  wwhheerree,,  ffoorr  ccoommppeennssaattiioonn,,  llooddggiinngg  aanndd  

mmeeaallss  aarree  pprroovviiddeedd  ffoorr  uupp  ttoo  ffoouurrtteeeenn  ((1144))  ppeerrssoonnss..  

  

BBuuiillddiinngg::    AAnnyy  ssttrruuccttuurree  hhaavviinngg  aa  rrooooff  ssuuppppoorrtteedd  bbyy  ccoolluummnnss  oorr  wwaallllss  

ffoorr  tthhee  hhoouussiinngg  oorr  eenncclloossuurree  ooff  ppeerrssoonnss,,  aanniimmaallss,,  oorr  cchhaatttteellss..  

  

BBuuiillddiinngg,,  AAcccceessssoorryy::    AA  ssuubboorrddiinnaattee  ssttrruuccttuurree  ccuussttoommaarriillyy  iinncciiddeennttaall  

ttoo  aanndd  llooccaatteedd  uuppoonn  tthhee  ssaammee  lloott  ooccccuuppiieedd  bbyy  tthhee  mmaaiinn  ssttrruuccttuurree..    NNoo  

ssuucchh  aacccceessssoorryy  ssttrruuccttuurree  sshhaallll  bbee  uusseedd  ffoorr  hhoouusseekkeeeeppiinngg  ppuurrppoosseess..    

GGaarraaggeess  oorr  ootthheerr  aacccceessssoorryy  ssttrruuccttuurreess  ssuucchh  aass  ccaarrppoorrttss,,  ppoorrcchheess,,  aanndd  

ssttooooppss  aattttaacchheedd  ttoo  tthhee  mmaaiinn  bbuuiillddiinngg  sshhaallll  bbee  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  aass  ppaarrtt  ooff  

tthhee  mmaaiinn  bbuuiillddiinngg..      

  

BBuuiillddiinngg,,  HHeeiigghhtt  ooff::    TThhee  vveerrttiiccaall  ddiissttaannccee  mmeeaassuurreedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  lleevveell  

ooff  tthhee  ccuurrbb  oorr  tthhee  eessttaabblliisshheedd  ccuurrbb  ggrraaddee  ooppppoossiittee  tthhee  mmiiddddllee  ooff  tthhee  

ssttrruuccttuurree  ttoo  tthhee  hhiigghheesstt  ppooiinntt  ooff  tthhee  rrooooff  iiff  aa  ffllaatt  rrooooff;;  ttoo  tthhee  

ddeecckk  lliinnee  ooff  aa  mmaannssaarrdd  rrooooff;;  oorr  ttoo  tthhee  mmeeaann  hheeiigghhtt  lleevveell  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  

eeaavveess  aanndd  rriiddggee  ooff  aa  ggaabbllee,,  hhiipp,,  oorr  ggaammbbrreell  rrooooff..    FFoorr  bbuuiillddiinnggss  sseett  

bbaacckk  ffrroomm  tthhee  ssttrreeeett  lliinnee,,  tthhee  hheeiigghhtt  sshhaallll  bbee  mmeeaassuurreedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  

aavveerraaggee  eelleevvaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ggrroouunndd  ssuurrffaaccee  aalloonngg  tthhee  ffrroonntt  ooff  tthhee  

bbuuiillddiinngg..  

  

BBuuiillddiinngg,,  MMaaiinn::    TThhee  pprriinncciippaall  ssttrruuccttuurree  oorr  oonnee  ((11))  ooff  tthhee  pprriinncciippaall  

bbuuiillddiinnggss  oonn  aa  lloott,,  oorr  tthhee  bbuuiillddiinngg  oorr  oonnee  ((11))  ooff  tthhee  pprriinncciippaall  

bbuuiillddiinnggss  hhoouussiinngg  tthhee  pprriinncciippaall  uussee  oonn  tthhee  lloott..  

  

CCeellllaarr::    AA  ssttoorryy  hhaavviinngg  mmoorree  tthhaann  oonnee--hhaallff  ((11//22))  ooff  iittss  hheeiigghhtt  bbeellooww  

ggrraaddee  aanndd  wwhhiicchh  mmaayy  nnoott  bbee  ooccccuuppiieedd  aass  aa  ssiinnggllee  ffaammiillyy  ddwweelllliinngg..  

  

CCoommmmiissssiioonn,,  TThhee::    TThhee  PPllaannnniinngg  CCoommmmiissssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  TToowwnn  ooff  OOnnaannccoocckk,,  

VViirrggiinniiaa..  

  

CCoonnddoommiinniiuumm::  OOwwnneerrsshhiipp  ooff  ssiinnggllee  uunniittss  iinn  mmuullttiippllee  uunniitt  ssttrruuccttuurree  oorr  

ccoommpplleexx..  

  

DDiissttrriicctt::    DDiissttrriiccttss  aass  rreeffeerrrreedd  ttoo  iinn  tthhee  SSttaattee  CCooddee,,  SSeeccttiioonn  1155..22--

22228800..  

  

DDwweelllliinngg::    AAnnyy  ssttrruuccttuurree  wwhhiicchh  iiss  ddeessiiggnneedd  ffoorr  uussee  ffoorr  rreessiiddeennttiiaall  

ppuurrppoosseess,,  eexxcceepptt  hhootteellss,,  bbooaarrddiinngg  hhoouusseess,,  ttoouurriisstt  ccaabbiinnss,,  aappaarrttmmeennttss,,  

aauuttoommoobbiillee  ttrraaiilleerrss,,  mmoobbiillee  hhoommeess  aanndd  mmaannuuffaaccttuurreedd  hhoommeess..  

  

DDwweelllliinngg,,  GGaarrddeenn  SSttyyllee::    AA  ssttrruuccttuurree  aarrrraannggeedd  oorr  ddeessiiggnneedd  ttoo  bbee  

ooccccuuppiieedd  bbyy  tthhrreeee  ((33))  oorr  ffoouurr  ((44))  ffaammiilliieess,,  tthhee  ssttrruuccttuurree  hhaavviinngg  

tthhrreeee  ((33))  oorr  ffoouurr  aattttaacchheedd  ddwweelllliinngg  uunniittss  sshhaarriinngg  aa  ccoommmmoonn  llaannddssccaappeedd  

ggaarrddeenn  eennttrryywwaayy  aanndd  ggrroouunnddss..  
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DDwweelllliinngg,,  MMuullttii--FFaammiillyy::    AA  ssttrruuccttuurree  aarrrraannggeedd  oorr  ddeessiiggnneedd  ttoo  bbee  

ooccccuuppiieedd  bbyy  ffiivvee  ((55))  oorr  mmoorree  ffaammiilliieess,,  tthhee  ssttrruuccttuurree  hhaavviinngg  ffiivvee  ((55))  

oorr  mmoorree  aattttaacchheedd  ddwweelllliinngg  uunniittss..  

  

DDwweelllliinngg,,  SSiinnggllee--FFaammiillyy::    AA  ssttrruuccttuurree  aarrrraannggeedd  oorr  ddeessiiggnneedd  ttoo  bbee  

ooccccuuppiieedd  bbyy  oonnee  ((11))  ffaammiillyy,,  tthhee  ssttrruuccttuurree  hhaavviinngg  oonnllyy  oonnee  ((11))  

ddwweelllliinngg  uunniitt..    EExxcclluuddeess  mmaannuuffaaccttuurreedd  hhoommee  aass  ddeeffiinneedd..  

  

DDwweelllliinngg,,  TToowwnnhhoouussee::    OOnnee  ooff  aa  sseerriieess  ooff  ffrroomm  tthhrreeee  ttoo  eeiigghhtt  aattttaacchheedd  

ssiinnggllee--ffaammiillyy  ddwweelllliinngg  uunniittss,,  uunnddeerr  ssiinnggllee  oorr  mmuullttiippllee  oowwnneerrsshhiipp,,  

sseeppaarraatteedd  bbyy  ccoonnttiinnuuoouuss  vveerrttiiccaall  ffiirreewwaallllss  wwiitthhoouutt  ooppeenniinnggss  ffrroomm  

bbaasseemmeenntt  fflloooorr  ttoo  rrooooff..    MMaayy  hhaavvee  ddiivveerrssiiffiieedd  aarrcchhiitteeccttuurraall  ffaaccaaddeess,,  

rroooofflliinneess,,  aanndd//oorr  ttrreeaattmmeenntt  ooff  mmaatteerriiaallss  aanndd  mmaayy  hhaavvee  vvaarriieedd  ffrroonntt  

aanndd  rreeaarr  sseettbbaacckkss..  

  

DDwweelllliinngg,,  TTwwoo--FFaammiillyy::    AA  ssttrruuccttuurree  aarrrraannggeedd  oorr  ddeessiiggnneedd  ttoo  bbee  

ooccccuuppiieedd  bbyy  ttwwoo  ((22))  ffaammiilliieess,,  tthhee  ssttrruuccttuurree  hhaavviinngg  oonnllyy  ttwwoo  ((22))  

ddwweelllliinngg  uunniittss..  

  

DDwweelllliinngg  UUnniitt::    OOnnee  ((11))  oorr  mmoorree  rroooommss  iinn  aa  ddwweelllliinngg  ddeessiiggnneedd  ffoorr  

lliivviinngg  oorr  sslleeeeppiinngg  ppuurrppoosseess,,  aanndd  hhaavviinngg  aatt  lleeaasstt  oonnee  ((11))  kkiittcchheenn  aanndd  

oonnee  ((11))  bbaatthhrroooomm..  

  

FFaammiillyy::    AA  ""ffaammiillyy""  iiss::  

aa..  AAnn  iinnddiivviidduuaall  lliivviinngg  aalloonnee  iinn  aa  ddwweelllliinngg  uunniitt;;  oorr  

  

bb..  AAnnyy  ooff  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  ggrroouuppss  ooff  ppeerrssoonnss,,  lliivviinngg  ttooggeetthheerr  aanndd  

sshhaarriinngg  lliivviinngg  aarreeaass  iinn  aa  ddwweelllliinngg  uunniitt::  

  

11..  TTwwoo  ((22))  oorr  mmoorree  ppeerrssoonnss  rreellaatteedd  bbyy  bblloooodd,,  mmaarrrriiaaggee,,  

aaddooppttiioonn,,  oorr  aapppprroovveedd  ffoosstteerr  ccaarree;;  

  

22..  AA  ggrroouupp  ooff  nnoott  mmoorree  tthhaann  ffoouurr  ((44))  ppeerrssoonnss  ((iinncclluuddiinngg  

sseerrvvaannttss))  wwhhoo  nneeeedd  nnoott  bbee  rreellaatteedd  bbyy  bblloooodd,,  mmaarrrriiaaggee,,  

aaddooppttiioonn  oorr  aapppprroovveedd  ffoosstteerr  ccaarree;;  

  

33..  AA  ggrroouupp  ooff  nnoott  mmoorree  tthhaann  eeiigghhtt  ((88))  mmeennttaallllyy  iillll,,  

mmeennttaallllyy  rreettaarrddeedd  oorr  ddeevveellooppmmeennttaallllyy  ddiissaabblleedd  ppeerrssoonnss  

rreessiiddiinngg  wwiitthh  oonnee  ((11))  oorr  mmoorree  rreessiiddeenntt  ccoouunnsseelloorrss  oorr  ootthheerr  

ssttaaffff  ppeerrssoonnss  aanndd  lliicceennsseedd  bbyy  tthhee  ddeeppaarrttmmeenntt  ooff  mmeennttaall  

hheeaalltthh,,  mmeennttaall  rreettaarrddaattiioonn  aanndd  ssuubbssttaannccee  aabbuussee  sseerrvviicceess;;  

pprroovviiddeedd,,  tthhaatt  mmeennttaall  iillllnneessss  aanndd  ddeevveellooppmmeennttaall  ddiissaabbiilliittyy  

sshhaallll  nnoott  iinncclluuddee  ccuurrrreenntt  iilllleeggaall  uussee  ooff  oorr  aaddddiiccttiioonn  ttoo  aa  

ccoonnttrroolllleedd  ssuubbssttaannccee  aass  ddeeffiinneedd  iinn  SSeeccttiioonn  5544..11--33440011  ooff  tthhee  

CCooddee  ooff  VViirrggiinniiaa..  

  

44..  AA  ggrroouupp  ooff  nnoott  mmoorree  tthhaann  ttwwoo  ((22))  aadduullttss,,  wwhhoo  nneeeedd  nnoott  bbee  

rreellaatteedd  bbyy  bblloooodd  oorr  mmaarrrriiaaggee,,  aanndd  tthhee  ddeeppeennddeenntt  cchhiillddrreenn  ooff  

eeaacchh  ooff  tthhee  ttwwoo  ((22))  aadduullttss,,  pprroovviiddeedd  tthhaatt  tthhee  cchhiillddrreenn  aarree  
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uunnddeerr  nniinneetteeeenn  ((1199))  yyeeaarrss  ooff  aaggee  oorr  aarree  pphhyyssiiccaallllyy  oorr  

ddeevveellooppmmeennttaallllyy  ddiissaabblleedd..    

  

FFeennccee::  AA  bbaarrrriieerr,,  iinntteennddeedd  ttoo  pprreevveenntt  eessccaappee  oorr  iinnttrruussiioonn  oorr  ttoo  mmaarrkk  

aa  bboouunnddaarryy,,  eessppeecciiaallllyy  ssuucchh  aa  bbaarrrriieerr  mmaaddee  ooff  ppoossttss  aanndd  wwiirree  oorr  

bbooaarrddss..    FFoorr  tthhee  ppuurrppoosseess  ooff  tthhiiss  OOrrddiinnaannccee,,  aa  ffeennccee  sshhaallll  nnoott  bbee  

ccoonnssttrruueedd  aass  aa  ssttrruuccttuurree..((**AAmmeennddeedd  JJaann..  1100,,  22000000  ttoo  iinncclluuddee  tthhiiss  

ddeeffiinniittiioonn))  

  

FFrroonnttaaggee::    TThhee  mmiinniimmuumm  wwiiddtthh  ooff  aa  lloott  mmeeaassuurreedd  ffrroomm  oonnee  ((11))  ssiiddee  lloott  

lliinnee  ttoo  tthhee  ootthheerr  aalloonngg  aa  ssttrraaiigghhtt  lliinnee  oonn  wwhhiicchh  nnoo  ppooiinntt  sshhaallll  bbee  

ffuurrtthheerr  aawwaayy  ffrroomm  tthhee  ssttrreeeett  uuppoonn  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  lloott  ffrroonnttss  tthhaann  tthhee  

bbuuiillddiinngg  sseettbbaacckk  lliinnee  aass  ddeeffiinneedd  aanndd  rreeqquuiirreedd  hheerreeiinn..  

  

GGaarraaggee,,  PPrriivvaattee::    AAcccceessssoorryy  bbuuiillddiinngg  ddeessiiggnneedd  oorr  uusseedd  ffoorr  tthhee  ssttoorraaggee  

ooff  aauuttoommoobbiilleess  oowwnneedd  aanndd  uusseedd  bbyy  tthhee  ooccccuuppaannttss  ooff  tthhee  bbuuiillddiinngg  ttoo  

wwhhiicchh  iitt  iiss  aacccceessssoorryy..      

  

GGaarraaggee,,  PPuubblliicc::    AA  bbuuiillddiinngg  oorr  ppoorrttiioonn  tthheerreeooff,,  ootthheerr  tthhaann  aa  pprriivvaattee  

ggaarraaggee,,  ddeessiiggnneedd  oorr  uusseedd  ffoorr  sseerrvviicciinngg,,  rreeppaaiirriinngg,,  eeqquuiippppiinngg,,  

rreennttiinngg,,  sseelllliinngg,,  oorr  ssttoorriinngg  mmoottoorr--ddrriivveenn  vveehhiicclleess..  

  

GGoovveerrnniinngg  BBooddyy::    TThhee  TToowwnn  CCoouunncciill  ooff  OOnnaannccoocckk,,  VViirrggiinniiaa..  

  

GGuueesstt  RRoooomm::    AA  rroooomm  wwhhiicchh  iiss  iinntteennddeedd,,  aarrrraannggeedd,,  oorr  ddeessiiggnneedd  ttoo  bbee  

ooccccuuppiieedd,,  oorr  wwhhiicchh  iiss  ooccccuuppiieedd,,  bbyy  oonnee  ((11))  oorr  mmoorree  gguueessttss  ppaayyiinngg  

ddiirreecctt  oorr  iinnddiirreecctt  ccoommppeennssaattiioonn  tthheerreeffoorree,,  bbuutt  iinn  wwhhiicchh  nnoo  pprroovviissiioonn  

iiss  mmaaddee  ffoorr  ccooookkiinngg..    DDoorrmmiittoorriieess  aarree  eexxcclluuddeedd..  

  

HHiissttoorriiccaall  AArreeaa::    AAnn  aarreeaa  iinnddiiccaatteedd  oonn  tthhee  zzoonniinngg  mmaapp  ttoo  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  

pprroovviissiioonnss  ooff  tthhee  oorrddiinnaannccee  aappppllyy  ffoorr  pprrootteeccttiioonn  ooff  aa  hhiissttoorriiccaall  

hheerriittaaggee..  

  

HHoommee  GGaarrddeenn::    AA  ggaarrddeenn  iinn  aa  rreessiiddeennttiiaall  ddiissttrriicctt  ffoorr  tthhee  pprroodduuccttiioonn  

ooff  vveeggeettaabblleess,,  ffrruuiittss,,  aanndd  fflloowweerrss  ggeenneerraallllyy  ffoorr  uussee  aanndd//oorr  

ccoonnssuummppttiioonn  bbyy  tthhee  ooccccuuppaannttss  ooff  tthhee  pprreemmiisseess..  

  

HHoommee  OOccccuuppaattiioonn::    AAnnyy  ooccccuuppaattiioonn  oorr  pprrooffeessssiioonn  ccaarrrriieedd  oonn  iinn  aa  

ddwweelllliinngg  uunniitt  oorr  aacccceessssoorryy  bbuuiillddiinngg  iinn  aaccccoorrddaannccee  wwiitthh  tthhee  AArrttiiccllee  

IIIIII  ooff  tthhiiss  OOrrddiinnaannccee..  

  

HHoossppiittaall::    AAnn  iinnssttiittuuttiioonn  rreennddeerriinngg  mmeeddiiccaall,,  ssuurrggiiccaall,,  oobbsstteettrriiccaall,,  

oorr  ccoonnvvaalleesscceenntt  ccaarree,,  iinncclluuddiinngg  nnuurrssiinngg  hhoommeess,,  hhoommeess  ffoorr  tthhee  aaggeedd  aanndd  

ssaannaattoorriiuummss;;  bbuutt  iinn  aallll  ccaasseess  eexxcclluuddiinngg  iinnssttiittuuttiioonnss  pprriimmaarriillyy  ffoorr  

mmeennttaall  ppaattiieennttss,,  eeppiilleeppttiiccss,,  aallccoohhoolliiccss,,  oorr  ddrruugg  aaddddiiccttss  ((cceerrttaaiinn  

nnuurrssiinngg  hhoommeess  aanndd  hhoommeess  ffoorr  tthhee  aaggeedd  mmaayy  bbee  ""hhoommee  ooccccuuppaattiioonnss""  iiff  

tthheeyy  ccoommppllyy  wwiitthh  tthhee  ddeeffiinniittiioonn  hheerreeiinn))..  

  

HHootteell::    AA  bbuuiillddiinngg  ccoonnttaaiinniinngg  66  oorr  mmoorree  bbeeddrroooommss  ddeessiiggnneedd  oorr  ooccccuuppiieedd  

aass  aa  tteemmppoorraarryy  aabbiiddiinngg  ppllaaccee  ooppeenn  ttoo  tthhee  ppuubblliicc,,  wwhheerree  ffoorr  
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ccoommppeennssaattiioonn,,  ttrraannssiieenntt  ppeerrssoonnss  aarree  llooddggeedd,,  wwiitthh  oorr  wwiitthhoouutt  mmeeaallss,,  

bbuutt  iinn  wwhhiicchh  nnoo  pprroovviissiioonn  iiss  mmaaddee  ffoorr  ccooookkiinngg  iinn  iinnddiivviidduuaall  rroooommss  oorr  

ssuuiitteess..  

  

IInnnnss::  TToo  aallllooww  ffoorr  tthhee  rreennttiinngg  ooff  rroooommss  ttoo  ttrraannssiieennttss..  

  

IInnssttiittuuttiioonnaall  UUssee::    FFoorr  tthhee  ppuurrppoossee  ooff  tthhiiss  oorrddiinnaannccee,,  iinnssttiittuuttiioonnaall  

uusseess  sshhaallll  bbee  ddeeffiinneedd  aass  tthhoossee  tthhaatt  ppeerrttaaiinn  ttoo  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  oorr  

eedduuccaattiioonn..  

  

JJuunnkk  YYaarrdd::    AAnn  eessttaabblliisshhmmeenntt  oorr  ppllaaccee  ooff  bbuussiinneessss,,  wwhhiicchh  iiss  

mmaaiinnttaaiinneedd,,  ooppeerraatteedd,,  oorr  uusseedd  ffoorr  ssttoorriinngg,,  kkeeeeppiinngg,,  bbuuyyiinngg,,  oorr  

sseelllliinngg  jjuunnkk,,  oorr  ffoorr  tthhee  mmaaiinntteennaannccee  oorr  ooppeerraattiioonn  ooff  aann  aauuttoommoobbiillee  

ggrraavveeyyaarrdd,,  aanndd  tthhee  tteerrmm  sshhaallll  iinncclluuddee  ggaarrbbaaggee  dduummppss  aanndd  ssaanniittaarryy  

ffiillllss..  

  

KKeennnneell::    AAnnyy  ppllaaccee  iinn  wwhhiicchh  mmoorree  tthhaann  tthhrreeee  ((33))  ddooggss,,  mmoorree  tthhaann  ssiixx  

((66))  mmoonntthhss  ooff  aaggee  aarree  kkeepptt,,  oorr  aannyy  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ddooggss  aarree  kkeepptt  ffoorr  tthhee  

ppuurrppoossee  ooff  ssaallee  oorr  rreennttaall  oorr  iinn  ccoonnnneeccttiioonn  wwiitthh  bbooaarrddiinngg,,  ccaarree,,  oorr  

bbrreeeeddiinngg,,  ffoorr  wwhhiicchh  aannyy  ffeeee  iiss  cchhaarrggeedd..  

  

LLoott::    AA  ppaarrcceell  ooff  llaanndd  ooccccuuppiieedd  oorr  ttoo  bbee  ooccccuuppiieedd  bbyy  aa  mmaaiinn  ssttrruuccttuurree  

oorr  ggrroouupp  ooff  mmaaiinn  ssttrruuccttuurreess  aanndd  aacccceessssoorryy  ssttrruuccttuurreess,,  ttooggeetthheerr  wwiitthh  

ssuucchh  yyaarrddss,,  ooppeenn  ssppaacceess,,  lloott  wwiiddtthh,,  aanndd  lloott  aarreeaass  aass  aarree  rreeqquuiirreedd  bbyy  

tthhiiss  oorrddiinnaannccee,,  aanndd  hhaavviinngg  ffrroonnttaaggee  uuppoonn  aa  ssttrreeeett,,  eeiitthheerr  sshhoowwnn  oonn  aa  

ppllaatt  ooff  rreeccoorrdd  oorr  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  aass  aa  uunniitt  ooff  pprrooppeerrttyy  aanndd  ddeessccrriibbeedd  bbyy  

mmeetteess  aanndd  bboouunnddss..  

  

LLoott,,  CCoorrnneerr::    AA  lloott  aabbuuttttiinngg  oonn  ttwwoo  ((22))  oorr  mmoorree  ssttrreeeettss  aatt  tthheeiirr  

iinntteerrsseeccttiioonn..    OOff  tthhee  ttwwoo  ((22))  ssiiddeess  ooff  aa  ccoorrnneerr  lloott,,  tthhee  ffrroonntt  sshhaallll  

bbee  ddeeeemmeedd  ttoo  bbee  tthhee  sshhoorrtteesstt  ooff  tthhee  ttwwoo  ((22))  ssiiddeess  ffrroonnttiinngg  oonn  

ssttrreeeettss..  

  

LLoott,,  DDeepptthh  ooff::    TThhee  aavveerraaggee  hhoorriizzoonnttaall  ddiissttaannccee  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  ffrroonntt  aanndd  

rreeaarr  lloott  lliinneess..  

  

LLoott,,  DDoouubbllee  FFrroonnttaaggee::    AAnn  iinntteerriioorr  lloott  hhaavviinngg  ffrroonnttaaggee  oonn  ttwwoo  ((22))  

ssttrreeeettss..  

  

LLoott,,  IInntteerriioorr::    AAnnyy  lloott  ootthheerr  tthhaann  aa  ccoorrnneerr  lloott..  

  

LLoott,,  WWiiddtthh::    TThhee  wwiiddtthh  ooff  aannyy  lloott  aatt  tthhee  sseettbbaacckk  lliinnee,,  ccaallccuullaatteedd  bbyy  

mmeeaassuurriinngg  bbaacckk  aa  uunniiffoorrmm  ddiissttaannccee  ffrroomm  tthhee  ssttrreeeett  lliinnee..    TThhee  sseettbbaacckk  

lliinnee  sshhaallll  aallssoo  ccuurrvvee  oorr  aannggllee  uunniiffoorrmmllyy  wwiitthh  tthhee  ssttrreeeett  lliinnee  aanndd  tthhee  

lloott  wwiiddtthh  sshhaallll  bbee  ccaallccuullaatteedd  aalloonngg  tthhee  ssaaiidd  ccuurrvvee  oorr  aannggllee  sseettbbaacckk  

lliinnee..  

  

LLoott  ooff  RReeccoorrdd::    AA  lloott,,  wwhhiicchh  hhaass  bbeeeenn  rreeccoorrddeedd  iinn  tthhee  CClleerrkk''ss  OOffffiiccee  

ooff  tthhee  CCiirrccuuiitt  CCoouurrtt..  
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MMaannuuffaaccttuurree  aanndd//oorr  MMaannuuffaaccttuurriinngg::    TThhee  pprroocceessssiinngg  aanndd//oorr  ccoonnvveerrttiinngg  

ooff  rraaww,,  uunnffiinniisshheedd  mmaatteerriiaallss,,  oorr  pprroodduuccttss,,  oorr  eeiitthheerr  ooff  tthheemm,,  iinnttoo  

aarrttiicclleess  oorr  ssuubbssttaanncceess  ooff  ddiiffffeerreenntt  cchhaarraacctteerr,,  oorr  ffoorr  uussee  ffoorr  aa  

ddiiffffeerreenntt  ppuurrppoossee..  

  

MMaannuuffaaccttuurreedd  HHoommee,,  MMaannuuffaaccttuurreedd  HHoommee  PPaarrkk::    AA  ssttrruuccttuurree  ssuubbjjeecctt  ttoo  

ffeeddeerraall  rreegguullaattiioonn,,  wwhhiicchh  iiss  ttrraannssppoorrttaabbllee  iinn  oonnee  oorr  mmoorree  sseeccttiioonnss;;  

iiss  eeiigghhtt  bbooddyy  ffeeeett  oorr  mmoorree  iinn  wwiiddtthh  aanndd  ffoorrttyy  bbooddyy  ffeeeett  oorr  mmoorree  iinn  

lleennggtthh  iinn  tthhee  ttrraavveelliinngg  mmooddee,,  oorr  iiss  332200  oorr  mmoorree  ssqquuaarree  ffeeeett  wwhheenn  

eerreecctteedd  oonn  tthhee  ssiittee;;  iiss  bbuuiilltt  oonn  aa  ppeerrmmaanneenntt  cchhaassssiiss;;  iiss  ddeessiiggnneedd  ttoo  

bbee  uusseedd  aass  aa  ssiinnggllee  ffaammiillyy  ddwweelllliinngg  ,,  wwiitthh  oorr  wwiitthhoouutt  aa  ppeerrmmaanneenntt  

ffoouunnddaattiioonn,,  wwhheenn  ccoonnnneecctteedd  ttoo  tthhee  rreeqquuiirreedd  uuttiilliittiieess;;  aanndd  iinncclluuddeess  

tthhee  pplluummbbiinngg,,  hheeaattiinngg,,  aaiirr--ccoonnddiittiioonniinngg,,  aanndd  eelleeccttrriiccaall  ssyysstteemmss  

ccoonnttaaiinneedd  iinn  tthhee  ssttrruuccttuurree..  

  
MMoobbiillee  HHoommee,,  aauuttoommoobbiillee  ttrraaiilleerr  oorr  tteenntt::    aannyy  vveehhiiccllee,,  tteenntt,,  oorr  

ssiimmiillaarr  eeaassiillyy  mmoovveeaabbllee  oorr  ppoorrttaabbllee  ssttrruuccttuurree,,  ssuuppppoorrtteedd  oonn  wwhheeeellss,,  

jjaacckkss,,  sskkiiddss  oorr  sskkiirrttiinngg,,  oorr  oonn  aannyy  ootthheerr  ttyyppee  ooff  ffoouunnddaattiioonn,,  aanndd  ssoo  

ddeessiiggnneedd  oorr  ccoonnssttrruucctteedd  aass  ttoo  ppeerrmmiitt  ooccccuuppaannccyy  ffoorr  ddwweelllliinngg  oorr  

sslleeeeppiinngg  ppuurrppoosseess,,  bbuutt  nnoott  iinncclluuddiinngg  mmaannuuffaaccttuurreedd  hhoommeess  aass  ddeeffiinneedd  iinn  

tthhee  CCooddee  ooff  VViirrggiinniiaa..  

  

MMoobbiillee  HHoommee  PPaarrkk  oorr  SSuubbddiivviissiioonn::    AAnnyy  aarreeaa  ooff  tteenn  aaccrreess  oorr  mmoorree  

ddeessiiggnneedd  ttoo  aaccccoommmmooddaattee  ffiiffttyy  ((5500))  oorr  mmoorree  mmoobbiillee  hhoommeess  iinntteennddeedd  ffoorr  

rreessiiddeennttiiaall  uussee  wwhheerree  rreessiiddeennccee  iiss  iinn  mmoobbiillee  hhoommeess  eexxcclluussiivveellyy..  

  

MMoottoorr  HHoommee::    FFuullllyy  sseellff--ccoonnttaaiinneedd  uunniitt  wwhhiicchh  iiss  bbuuiilltt  oonn  aa  ttrruucckk  oorr  

bbuuss  cchhaassssiiss  aanndd  ddeessiiggnneedd  aass  tteemmppoorraarryy  lliivviinngg  aaccccoommmmooddaattiioonnss  ffoorr  

rreeccrreeaattiioonn,,  ccaammppiinngg,,  aanndd  ttrraavveell  uussee..  

  

NNoonnccoonnffoorrmmiinngg  AAccttiivviittyy  oorr  UUssee::    TThhee  ootthheerrwwiissee  lleeggaall  uussee  ooff  aa  bbuuiillddiinngg  

oorr  ssttrruuccttuurree  oorr  ooff  aa  ttrraacctt  ooff  llaanndd  tthhaatt  ddooeess  nnoott  ccoonnffoorrmm  ttoo  tthhee  uussee  

rreegguullaattiioonnss  ooff  tthhiiss  oorrddiinnaannccee  ffoorr  tthhee  ddiissttrriicctt  iinn  wwhhiicchh  iitt  iiss  

llooccaatteedd,,  eeiitthheerr  aatt  tthhee  eeffffeeccttiivvee  ddaattee  ooff  tthhiiss  oorrddiinnaannccee  oorr  aass  aa  

rreessuulltt  ooff  ssuubbsseeqquueenntt  aammeennddmmeennttss  ttoo  tthhee  oorrddiinnaannccee..  

  

NNoonnccoonnffoorrmmiinngg  LLoott::    AAnn  ootthheerrwwiissee  lleeggaallllyy  ppllaatttteedd  lloott  tthhaatt  ddooeess  nnoott  

ccoonnffoorrmm  ttoo  tthhee  mmiinniimmuumm  aarreeaa  oorr  wwiiddtthh  rreeqquuiirreemmeennttss  ooff  tthhiiss  oorrddiinnaannccee  

ffoorr  tthhee  ddiissttrriicctt  iinn  wwhhiicchh  iitt  iiss  llooccaatteedd,,  eeiitthheerr  aatt  tthhee  eeffffeeccttiivvee  ddaattee  

ooff  tthhiiss  oorrddiinnaannccee  oorr  aass  aa  rreessuulltt  ooff  ssuubbsseeqquueenntt  aammeennddmmeennttss  ttoo  tthhee  

oorrddiinnaannccee..  

  

NNoonnccoonnffoorrmmiinngg  SSttrruuccttuurree::    AAnn  ootthheerrwwiissee  lleeggaall  bbuuiillddiinngg  oorr  ssttrruuccttuurree  

tthhaatt  ddooeess  nnoott  ccoonnffoorrmm  wwiitthh  tthhee  lloott  aarreeaa,,  yyaarrdd,,  hheeiigghhtt,,  lloott  ccoovveerraaggee,,  

oorr  ootthheerr  aarreeaa  rreegguullaattiioonnss  ooff  tthhiiss  oorrddiinnaannccee,,  oorr  iiss  ddeessiiggnneedd  oorr  

iinntteennddeedd  ffoorr  aa  uussee  tthhaatt  ddooeess  nnoott  ccoonnffoorrmm  ttoo  tthhee  uussee  rreegguullaattiioonnss  ooff  

tthhiiss  oorrddiinnaannccee  ffoorr  tthhee  ddiissttrriicctt  iinn  wwhhiicchh  iitt  iiss  llooccaatteedd,,  eeiitthheerr  aatt  tthhee  

eeffffeeccttiivvee  ddaattee  ooff  tthhiiss  oorrddiinnaannccee  oorr  aass  aa  rreessuulltt  ooff  ssuubbsseeqquueenntt  

aammeennddmmeennttss  ttoo  tthhee  oorrddiinnaannccee..  
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NNooxxiioouuss  MMaatteerriiaallss;;  aannyy  mmaatteerriiaallss  wwhhiicchh  aarree  iinnjjuurriioouuss  ttoo  hheeaalltthh  uuppoonn  

ccaassuuaall  hhuummaann  eexxppoossuurree  wwiitthhoouutt  pprrootteeccttiivvee  ccllootthhiinngg  oorr  ootthheerr  pprrootteeccttiivvee  

eeqquuiippmmeenntt..    

  

OOppeenn  AAiirr  PPrroodduuccee  aanndd  AArrttss  aanndd  CCrraaffttss  MMaarrkkeett..    AAnn  oouuttddoooorr  mmaarrkkeett  aatt  

wwhhiicchh  pprroodduuccee  aanndd  aarrttss  aanndd  ccrraaffttss  iitteemmss  aarree  ssoolldd  ttoo  tthhee  ggeenneerraall  

ppuubblliicc..    PPrroodduuccee  sshhaallll  iinncclluuddee  ffrruuiittss,,  vveeggeettaabblleess,,  lliivvee  ppllaannttss,,  

fflloowweerrss,,  hheerrbbss,,  mmeeaatt,,  ppoouullttrryy,,  eeggggss  ddaaiirryy  pprroodduuccttss,,  aanndd  ootthheerr  pprroodduuccee  

aass  wweellll  aass  vvaalluuee--aaddddeedd  iitteemmss  ssuucchh  aass  vveennddoorr--pprroodduucceedd  bbaakkeedd  ggooooddss,,  

hhoonneeyy,,  jjaammss,,  jjeelllliieess,,  aanndd  ccaannnneedd  ggooooddss..    AArrttss  aanndd  ccrraaffttss  iitteemmss  mmuusstt  

bbee  vveennddoorr--pprroodduucceedd..    TThhee  ssaallee  ooff  mmeeaattss,,  ppoouullttrryy  oorr  sseeaaffoooodd  iiss  

pprroohhiibbiitteedd  uunnlleessss  tthhee  vveennddoorr  hhaass  oobbttaaiinneedd  aallll  nneecceessssaarryy  ppeerrmmiittss  ffrroomm  

llooccaall,,  ssttaattee  aanndd  ffeeddeerraall  rreegguullaattoorryy  aaggeenncciieess..    ((AAmmeennddeedd  FFeebbrruuaarryy  2222,,  

22001100..))  

  

PPaarrkkiinngg  SSppaaccee::    AA  ppeerrmmaanneennttllyy  ppaavveedd  aarreeaa,,  wwiitthh  aann  aallll  wweeaatthheerr  

ssuurrffaaccee,,  eenncclloosseedd  oorr  uunneenncclloosseedd,,  ssuuffffiicciieenntt  iinn  ssiizzee  ttoo  ssttoorree  oonnee  ((11))  

aauuttoommoobbiillee  ttooggeetthheerr  wwiitthh  aa  ppeerrmmaanneennttllyy  ssuurrffaacceedd  ddrriivveewwaayy  ccoonnnneeccttiinngg  

tthhee  ppaarrkkiinngg  ssppaaccee  wwiitthh  aa  ssttrreeeett  oorr  aalllleeyy  aanndd  ppeerrmmiittttiinngg  iinnggrreessss  oorr  

eeggrreessss  ooff  aann  aauuttoommoobbiillee..  

  

PPaarrkkiinngg  AArreeaa,,  OOffff--SSttrreeeett::    PPaarrkkiinngg  ssppaaccee  pprroovviiddeedd  ffoorr  vveehhiicclleess  

oouuttssiiddee  tthhee  ddeeddiiccaatteedd  ssttrreeeett  rriigghhtt--ooff--wwaayy..  

  
PPrriinncciippaall  UUssee  oorr  SSttrruuccttuurree::    TThhee  mmaaiinn  uussee  ooff  aa  lloott  oorr  ssttrruuccttuurree  aass  

ddiissttiinngguuiisshheedd  ffrroomm  aa  sseeccoonnddaarryy  oorr  aacccceessssoorryy  uussee  oonn  tthhee  ssaammee  lloott..  

  

PPuubblliicc  WWaatteerr  aanndd  SSeewweerr  SSyysstteemmss::    AA  wwaatteerr  oorr  sseewweerr  ssyysstteemm  oowwnneedd  aanndd  

ooppeerraatteedd  bbyy  tthhee  TToowwnn  ooff  OOnnaannccoocckk  oorr  oowwnneedd  aanndd  ooppeerraatteedd  bbyy  aa  pprriivvaattee  

iinnddiivviidduuaall  oorr  aa  ccoorrppoorraattiioonn  aapppprroovveedd  bbyy  tthhee  ggoovveerrnniinngg  bbooddyy  aanndd  

pprrooppeerrllyy  lliicceennsseedd  bbyy  tthhee  SSttaattee  CCoorrppoorraattiioonn  CCoommmmiissssiioonn,,  aanndd  ssuubbjjeecctt  ttoo  

ssppeecciiaall  rreegguullaattiioonnss  aass  hheerreeiinn  sseett  ffoorrtthh..  

  

RReeccrreeaattiioonnaall  VVeehhiiccllee::    VVeehhiiccuullaarr--ttyyppee  ssttrruuccttuurree  ddeessiiggnneedd  aass  tteemmppoorraarryy  

lliivviinngg  aaccccoommmmooddaattiioonnss  ffoorr  rreeccrreeaattiioonn,,  ccaammppiinngg,,  aanndd  ttrraavveell  uussee..    TThheerree  

aarree  ffoouurr  ((44))  bbaassiicc  ttyyppeess  ooff  rreeccrreeaattiioonnaall  vveehhiicclleess::  ttrraavveell  ttrraaiilleerrss,,  

mmoottoorr  hhoommeess,,  ttrruucckk  ccaammppeerrss,,  aanndd  ccaammppiinngg  ttrraaiilleerrss..  

  
RReeqquuiirreedd  OOppeenn  SSppaaccee::    AAnnyy  ssppaaccee  rreeqquuiirreedd  iinn  aannyy  ffrroonntt,,  ssiiddee,,  oorr  rreeaarr  

yyaarrdd..  

  

RReessttaauurraanntt::    AAnnyy  bbuuiillddiinngg  iinn  wwhhiicchh,,  ffoorr  ccoommppeennssaattiioonn,,  ffoooodd  oorr  

bbeevveerraaggeess  aarree  ddiissppeennsseedd  ffoorr  ccoonnssuummppttiioonn  oonn  tthhee  pprreemmiisseess  iinncclluuddiinngg,,  

aammoonngg  ootthheerr  eessttaabblliisshhmmeennttss,,  ccaaffeess,,  tteeaa  rroooommss,,  ccoonnffeeccttiioonneerryy  sshhooppss,,  oorr  

rreeffrreesshhmmeenntt  ssttaannddss..  

  

RReettaaiill  SSttoorreess  aanndd  SShhooppss::    BBuuiillddiinnggss  ffoorr  ddiissppllaayy  aanndd  ssaallee  ooff  

mmeerrcchhaannddiissee  aatt  rreettaaiill  oorr  ffoorr  tthhee  rreennddeerriinngg  ooff  ppeerrssoonnaall  sseerrvviicceess  ((bbuutt  

ssppeecciiffiiccaallllyy  eexxcclluussiivvee  ooff  ccooaall,,  wwoooodd,,  aanndd  lluummbbeerr  yyaarrddss))  ssuucchh  aass  tthhee  

ffoolllloowwiinngg  wwhhiicchh  wwiillll  sseerrvvee  aass  iilllluussttrraattiioonn::    ddrruugg  ssttoorree,,  nneewwssssttaanndd,,  
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ffoooodd  ssttoorree,,  ccaannddyy  sshhoopp,,  mmiillkk  ddiissppeennssaarryy,,  ddrryy  ggooooddss  aanndd  nnoottiioonnss  ssttoorree,,  

aannttiiqquuee  ssttoorree  aanndd  ggiifftt  sshhoopp,,  hhaarrddwwaarree  ssttoorree,,  hhoouusseehhoolldd  aapppplliiaannccee  

ssttoorree,,  ffuurrnniittuurree  ssttoorree,,  fflloorriisstt,,  ooppttiicciiaann,,  mmuussiicc  aanndd  eelleeccttrroonniiccss  

ssttoorree,,  ttaaiilloorr  sshhoopp,,  bbaarrbbeerr  sshhoopp,,  aanndd  bbeeaauuttyy  sshhoopp..  

  

RRoooommiinngg  HHoouussee::    AA  bbuuiillddiinngg  wwhheerree,,  ffoorr  ccoommppeennssaattiioonn,,  llooddggiinngg,,  bbuutt  nnoott  

mmeeaallss,,  iiss  pprroovviiddeedd  ffoorr  uupp  ttoo  ffoouurrtteeeenn  ppeerrssoonnss..  

  

SSeettbbaacckk::    TThhee  mmiinniimmuumm  ddiissttaannccee  bbyy  wwhhiicchh  aannyy  bbuuiillddiinngg  oorr  ssttrruuccttuurree  

mmuusstt  bbee  sseeppaarraatteedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  ffrroonntt  lloott  lliinnee..  

  

SSiiggnn::    AAnnyy  ddiissppllaayy  ooff  aannyy  lleetttteerrss,,  wwoorrddss,,  nnuummeerraallss,,  ffiigguurreess,,  ddeevviiccee,,  

eemmbblleemmss,,  ppiiccttuurreess,,  oorr  aannyy  ppaarrttss  ooff  ccoommbbiinnaattiioonnss  tthheerreeooff,,  bbyy  aannyy  mmeeaannss  

wwhheerreebbyy  tthhee  ssaammee  aarree  mmaaddee  vviissiibbllee  ffoorr  tthhee  ppuurrppoossee  ooff  mmaakkiinngg  aannyytthhiinngg  

kknnoowwnn,,  wwhheerree  ssuucchh  ddiissppllaayy  bbee  mmaaddee  oonn,,  aattttaacchheedd  ttoo,,  oorr  aass  aa  ppaarrtt  ooff  aa  

ssttrruuccttuurree,,  ssuurrffaaccee,,  oorr  aannyy  ootthheerr  tthhiinngg  iinncclluuddiinngg,,  bbuutt  nnoott  lliimmiitteedd  ttoo,,  

tthhee  ggrroouunndd,,  aannyy  rroocckk,,  ttrreeee,,  oorr  ootthheerr  nnaattuurraall  oobbjjeecctt,,  wwhhiicchh  ddiissppllaayy  iiss  

vviissiibbllee  bbeeyyoonndd  tthhee  bboouunnddaarriieess  ooff  tthhee  ppaarrcceell  ooff  llaanndd  oonn  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  ssaammee  

iiss  mmaaddee..  ((SSeeee  AArrttiiccllee  XXII  ooff  tthhiiss  OOrrddiinnaannccee..))  

  

SSiiggnn  SSttrruuccttuurree::    IInncclluuddeess  tthhee  ssuuppppoorrttss,,  uupprriigghhttss,,  bbrraacciinngg,,  aanndd  

ffrraammeewwoorrkk  ooff  aannyy  ssttrruuccttuurree,,  bbee  iitt  ssiinnggllee--ffaacceedd,,  ddoouubbllee--ffaacceedd,,  vv--ttyyppee,,  

oorr  ootthheerrwwiissee  eexxhhiibbiittiinngg  aa  ssiiggnn..  

  

SSiiggnn,,  TTeemmppoorraarryy::    AA  ssiiggnn  aappppllyyiinngg  ttoo  aa  sseeaassoonnaall  oorr  ootthheerr  bbrriieeff  

aaccttiivviittyy  ssuucchh  aass,,  bbuutt  nnoott  lliimmiitteedd  ttoo,,  rreeaall  eessttaattee,,  ssuummmmeerr  ccaammppss,,  

hhoorrssee  sshhoowwss,,  aauuccttiioonnss,,  oorr  ssaallee  ooff  llaanndd..    TTeemmppoorraarryy  ssiiggnnss  sshhaallll  

ccoonnffoorrmm  iinn  ssiizzee  aanndd  ttyyppee  ttoo  ddiirreeccttiioonnaall  ssiiggnnss..  

  

SSppeecciiaall  EExxcceeppttiioonn::  AA  uussee  ooff  llaanndd  aauutthhoorriizzeedd  bbyy  aa  ssppeecciiaall  uussee  ppeerrmmiitt  

iissssuueedd  bbyy  tthhee  OOnnaannccoocckk  TToowwnn  CCoouunncciill  aass  aa  lleeggiissllaattiivvee  aaccttiioonn  ppuurrssuuaanntt  

ttoo  SSeeccttiioonn  1155..22--22228866  AA  33  ooff  tthhee  CCooddee  ooff  VViirrggiinniiaa..  TThhee  ddeeffiinniittiioonn  ooff  

""ssppeecciiaall  eexxcceeppttiioonn""  sshhaallll  bbee  iinntteerrpprreetteedd  ttoo  iinncclluuddee  ssppeecciiaall  uussee  oorr  

ssppeecciiaall  uussee  ppeerrmmiitt..  

  

SSppoott  ZZoonniinngg::    SSppoott  zzoonniinngg  iiss  aa  ffoorrmm  ooff  ddiissccrriimmiinnaattoorryy  zzoonniinngg  wwhhoossee  

ssoollee  ppuurrppoossee  iiss  ttoo  sseerrvvee  tthhee  pprriivvaattee  iinntteerreessttss  ooff  oonnee  oorr  mmoorree  

llaannddoowwnneerrss  iinnsstteeaadd  ooff  ffuurrtthheerriinngg  tthhee  wweellffaarree  ooff  tthhee  eennttiirree  ccoommmmuunniittyy  

aass  ppaarrtt  ooff  aann  oovveerraallll  zzoonniinngg  ppllaann..    AAlltthhoouugghh  cchhaannggiinngg  tthhee  zzoonniinngg  

ccllaassssiiffiiccaattiioonn  ooff  aannyy  ppaarrcceell  ooff  llaanndd  ttoo  ppeerrmmiitt  aa  mmoorree  iinntteennssiivvee  uussee  

ccoouulldd  ppoossssiibbllyy  ccoonnssttiittuuttee  ssppoott  zzoonniinngg,,  tthhee  tteesstt  lliieess  iinn  iittss  

rreellaattiioonnsshhiipp  ttoo  tthhee  eexxiissttiinngg  zzoonniinngg  ppaatttteerrnn  aanndd  gguuiiddeelliinneess  ooff  tthhee  

llooccaall  ccoommpprreehheennssiivvee  ppllaann..    SSppoott  zzoonniinngg  iiss  bbaasseedd  oonn  tthhee  aarrbbiittrraarryy  aanndd  

iinnaapppprroopprriiaattee  nnaattuurree  ooff  aa  rree--zzoonniinngg  cchhaannggee  rraatthheerr  tthhaann,,  aass  iiss  

ccoommmmoonnllyy  bbeelliieevveedd,,  iinn  tthhee  ssiizzee  ooff  tthhee  aarreeaa  bbeeiinngg  rree--zzoonneedd..  

  

SSttoorree::    SSeeee  RReettaaiill  SSttoorreess  aanndd  SShhooppss..  

  

SSttoorryy::    TThhaatt  ppoorrttiioonn  ooff  aa  bbuuiillddiinngg,,  ootthheerr  tthhaann  tthhee  cceellllaarr  oorr  

bbaasseemmeenntt,,  iinncclluuddeedd  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  ssuurrffaaccee  ooff  aannyy  fflloooorr  aanndd  tthhee  ssuurrffaaccee  
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ooff  tthhee  fflloooorr  nneexxtt  aabboovvee  iitt,,  oorr,,  iiff  tthheerree  iiss  nnoo  fflloooorr  aabboovvee  iitt,,  tthhee  

ssppaaccee  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  fflloooorr  aanndd  tthhee  cceeiilliinngg  nneexxtt  aabboovvee  iitt..  

SSttrreeeett,,  RRooaadd::    AA  ppuubblliicc  tthhoorroouugghhffaarree  wwhhiicchh  aaffffoorrddss  pprriinncciippaall  mmeeaannss  ooff  

aacccceessss  ttoo  aabbuuttttiinngg  pprrooppeerrttyy..  

  

SSttrreeeett  LLiinnee::    TThhee  ddiivviiddiinngg  lliinnee  bbeettwweeeenn  aa  ssttrreeeett  oorr  rrooaadd  rriigghhtt--ooff--wwaayy  

aanndd  tthhee  ccoonnttiigguuoouuss  pprrooppeerrttyy..  

  

SSttrruuccttuurree::    AAnnyytthhiinngg  ccoonnssttrruucctteedd  oorr  eerreecctteedd,,  tthhee  uussee  ooff  wwhhiicchh  

rreeqquuiirreess  ppeerrmmaanneenntt  llooccaattiioonn  oonn  tthhee  ggrroouunndd,,  oorr  aattttaacchhmmeenntt  ttoo  ssoommeetthhiinngg  

hhaavviinngg  aa  ppeerrmmaanneenntt  llooccaattiioonn  oonn  tthhee  ggrroouunndd..    TThhiiss  iinncclluuddeess,,  aammoonngg  

ootthheerr  tthhiinnggss,,  ddwweelllliinnggss,,  bbuuiillddiinnggss,,  ssiiggnnss,,  eettcc..  

  

TToouurriisstt  CCoouurrtt,,  AAuuttoo  CCoouurrtt,,  MMootteell,,  CCaabbiinnss,,  oorr  MMoottoorr  LLooddggee::  OOnnee  ((11))  oorr  

mmoorree  bbuuiillddiinnggss  ccoonnttaaiinniinngg  iinnddiivviidduuaall  sslleeeeppiinngg  rroooommss,,  ddeessiiggnneedd  ffoorr  oorr  

uusseedd  tteemmppoorraarriillyy  bbyy  aauuttoommoobbiillee  ttoouurriissttss  oorr  ttrraannssiieennttss,,  wwiitthh  ggaarraaggee  oorr  

ppaarrkkiinngg  ssppaaccee  ccoonnvveenniieennttllyy  llooccaatteedd  ttoo  eeaacchh  uunniitt..    CCooookkiinngg  ffaacciilliittiieess  

mmaayy  bbee  pprroovviiddeedd  ffoorr  eeaacchh  uunniitt..  

  

TToouurriisstt  HHoommee::    AA  ddwweelllliinngg  wwhheerree  oonnllyy  llooddggiinngg  iiss  pprroovviiddeedd  oorr  

ccoommppeennssaattiioonn  ffoorr  uupp  ttoo  ffoouurrtteeeenn  ((1144))  ppeerrssoonnss  ((iinn  ccoonnttrraaddiissttiinnccttiioonn  ttoo  

hhootteellss  aanndd  bbooaarrddiinngg  hhoouusseess))  aanndd  ooppeenn  ttoo  ttrraannssiieennttss..  

  

TTrraavveell  TTrraaiilleerr::    VVeehhiiccuullaarr  ssttrruuccttuurree  mmoouunntteedd  oonn  wwhheeeellss  wwhhiicchh  iiss  

ddeessiiggnneedd  aass  tteemmppoorraarryy  lliivviinngg  aaccccoommmmooddaattiioonnss  ffoorr  rreeccrreeaattiioonn,,  ccaammppiinngg,,  

aanndd  ttrraavveell  uussee  aanndd  ccaann  bbee  eeaassiillyy  ttoowweedd  bbyy  aauuttoommoobbiillee  oorr  ssmmaallll  ttrruucckk  

aanndd  ddooeess  nnoott  rreeqquuiirree  ssppeecciiaall  hhiigghhwwaayy  mmoovveemmeenntt  ppeerrmmiittss..  

  

TTrruucckk  CCaammppeerr::    PPoorrttaabbllee  ssttrruuccttuurree  ddeessiiggnneedd  ttoo  bbee  llooaaddeedd  oonnttoo  oorr  

aaffffiixxeedd  ttoo  tthhee  bbeedd  oorr  cchhaassssiiss  ooff  aa  ttrruucckk..    DDeessiiggnneedd  ttoo  bbee  uusseedd  aass  

tteemmppoorraarryy  lliivviinngg  aaccccoommmmooddaattiioonnss  ffoorr  rreeccrreeaattiioonn,,  ccaammppiinngg,,  aanndd  ttrraavveell  

uussee..  

  

UUssee,,  AAcccceessssoorryy::    AA  ssuubboorrddiinnaattee  uussee  ccuussttoommaarriillyy  iinncciiddeennttaall  ttoo  aanndd  

llooccaatteedd  uuppoonn  tthhee  ssaammee  lloott  ooccccuuppiieedd  bbyy  tthhee  mmaaiinn  uussee..  

  

VVaarriiaannccee::    AA  vvaarriiaannccee  iiss  aa  rreeaassoonnaabbllee  ddeevviiaattiioonn  ffrroomm  tthhoossee  pprroovviissiioonnss  

rreegguullaattiinngg  tthhee  ssiizzee  oorr  aarreeaa  ooff  aa  lloott  oorr  ppaarrcceell  ooff  llaanndd  oorr  tthhee  ssiizzee,,  

aarreeaa,,  bbuullkk,,  oorr  llooccaattiioonn  ooff  aa  bbuuiillddiinngg  oorr  ssttrruuccttuurree  wwhheenn  tthhee  ssttrriicctt  

aapppplliiccaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  oorrddiinnaannccee  wwoouulldd  rreessuulltt  iinn  uunnnneecceessssaarryy  oorr  

uunnrreeaassoonnaabbllee  hhaarrddsshhiipp  ttoo  tthhee  pprrooppeerrttyy  oowwnneerr,,  aanndd  ssuucchh  nneeeedd  ffoorr  aa  

vvaarriiaannccee  wwoouulldd  nnoott  bbee  sshhaarreedd  ggeenneerraallllyy  bbyy  ootthheerr  pprrooppeerrttiieess,,  aanndd  

pprroovviiddeedd  ssuucchh  vvaarriiaannccee  iiss  nnoott  ccoonnttrraarryy  ttoo  tthhee  iinntteennddeedd  ssppiirriitt  aanndd  

ppuurrppoossee  ooff  tthhee  oorrddiinnaannccee,,  aanndd  wwoouulldd  rreessuulltt  iinn  ssuubbssttaannttiiaall  jjuussttiiccee  

bbeeiinngg  ddoonnee..  

  

WWaassttee,,  wwaassttee--rreellaatteedd  mmaatteerriiaallss;;  aannyy  rreeffuussee;;  rruubbbbiisshh;;  ttrraasshh;;  bbyy--

pprroodduuccttss  ffrroomm  aannyy  mmeecchhaanniiccaall,,  ccoonnssttrruuccttiioonn,,  hheeaalltthh  oorr  eenneerrggyy  

pprroodduucciinngg  pprroocceessss;;  aanndd  mmaatteerriiaallss  oorr  pprroodduuccttss  ffoorr  rreeccyycclliinngg..  
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WWaatteerrbboorrnnee  CCoommmmeerrccee;;  aannyy  aaccttiivviittyy  tthhaatt  iinnvvoollvveess  tthhee  ttrraannsssshhiippmmeenntt  ooff  

ggooooddss  aanndd  ccoommmmooddiittiieess  bbyy  wwaatteerr..  

  

YYaarrdd::    AAnn  ooppeenn  ssppaaccee  oonn  aa  lloott  ootthheerr  tthhaann  aa  ccoouurrtt  uunnooccccuuppiieedd  aanndd  

uunnoobbssttrruucctteedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  ggrroouunndd  uuppwwaarrdd,,  eexxcceepptt  aass  ootthheerrwwiissee  pprroovviiddeedd  

hheerreeiinn..  

  

  FFrroonntt..    AAnn  ooppeenn  ssppaaccee  oonn  tthhee  ssaammee  lloott  aass  aa  bbuuiillddiinngg  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  

ffrroonntt  lliinnee  ooff  tthhee  bbuuiillddiinngg  ((eexxcclluuddiinngg  sstteeppss))  aanndd  tthhee  ffrroonntt  lloott  

oorr  ssttrreeeett  lliinnee  aanndd  eexxtteennddiinngg  aaccrroossss  tthhee  ffuullll  wwiiddtthh  ooff  tthhee  lloott..  

  RReeaarr..    AAnn  ooppeenn,,  uunnooccccuuppiieedd  ssppaaccee  oonn  tthhee  ssaammee  lloott  aass  aa  bbuuiillddiinngg,,  

bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  rreeaarr  lliinnee  ooff  tthhee  bbuuiillddiinngg  ((eexxcclluuddiinngg  sstteeppss))  aanndd  tthhee  

rreeaarr  lliinnee  ooff  tthhee  lloott,,  aanndd  eexxtteennddiinngg  tthhee  ffuullll  wwiiddtthh  ooff  tthhee  lloott..  

  SSiiddee..    AAnn  ooppeenn,,  uunnooccccuuppiieedd  ssppaaccee  oonn  tthhee  ssaammee  lloott  aass  aa  bbuuiillddiinngg,,  

bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  ssiiddeelliinnee  ooff  tthhee  bbuuiillddiinngg  ((eexxcclluuddiinngg  sstteeppss))  aanndd  tthhee  

ssiiddeelliinnee  ooff  tthhee  lloott,,  aanndd  eexxtteennddiinngg  ffrroomm  tthhee  ffrroonntt  yyaarrdd  lliinnee  ttoo  

tthhee  rreeaarr  yyaarrdd  lliinnee..  

  

Sec. 24-2.  Purpose and Authority to Zone.   

  

WWhheerreeaass,,  bbyy  aacctt  ooff  tthhee  GGeenneerraall  AAsssseemmbbllyy  ooff  VViirrggiinniiaa  aass  pprroovviiddeedd  iinn  

TTiittllee  1155..22,,  CChhaapptteerr  2222,,  AArrttiiccllee  77,,  SSeeccttiioonnss  1155..22--22228800  tthhrroouugghh  1155..22--

22331166,,  CCooddee  ooff  VViirrggiinniiaa,,  aass  aammeennddeedd,,  tthhee  ggoovveerrnniinngg  bbooddyy  ooff  aannyy  ccoouunnttyy  

oorr  mmuunniicciippaalliittyy  mmaayy,,  bbyy  oorrddiinnaannccee,,  ddiivviiddee  tthhee  tteerrrriittoorryy  uunnddeerr  iittss  

jjuurriissddiiccttiioonn  iinnttoo  ddiissttrriiccttss  ooff  ssuucchh  nnuummbbeerr,,  sshhaappee,,  aanndd  aarreeaa  aass  iitt  mmaayy  

ddeeeemm  bbeesstt  ssuuiitteedd  ttoo  ccaarrrryy  oouutt  tthhee  ppuurrppoosseess  ooff  tthhiiss  aarrttiiccllee,,  aanndd  iinn  

eeaacchh  ddiissttrriicctt  iitt  mmaayy  rreegguullaattee,,  rreessttrriicctt,,  ppeerrmmiitt,,  pprroohhiibbiitt,,  aanndd  

ddeetteerrmmiinnee  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg::  

  

aa..  TThhee  uussee  ooff  llaanndd,,  bbuuiillddiinnggss,,  ssttrruuccttuurreess,,  aanndd  ootthheerr  pprreemmiisseess  ffoorr  

aaggrriiccuullttuurraall,,  ccoommmmeerrcciiaall,,  iinndduussttrriiaall,,  rreessiiddeennttiiaall,,  aanndd  ootthheerr  

ssppeecciiffiicc  uusseess;;  

  

bb..  TThhee  ssiizzee,,  hheeiigghhtt,,  aarreeaa,,  bbuullkk,,  llooccaattiioonn,,  eerreeccttiioonn,,  ccoonnssttrruuccttiioonn,,  

rreeccoonnssttrruuccttiioonn,,  aalltteerraattiioonn,,  rreeppaaiirr,,  mmaaiinntteennaannccee,,  rraazziinngg  oorr  

rreemmoovvaall  ooff  ssttrruuccttuurreess;;  

  

cc..  TThhee  aarreeaass  aanndd  ddiimmeennssiioonnss  ooff  llaanndd,,  wwaatteerr,,  aanndd  aaiirr  ssppaaccee  ttoo  bbee  

ooccccuuppiieedd  bbyy  bbuuiillddiinnggss,,  ssttrruuccttuurreess  aanndd  uusseess,,  aanndd  ooff  ccoouurrttss,,  

yyaarrddss,,  aanndd  ootthheerr  ooppeenn  ssppaacceess  ttoo  bbee  lleefftt  uunnooccccuuppiieedd  bbyy  uusseess  aanndd  

ssttrruuccttuurreess,,  iinncclluuddiinngg  vvaarriiaattiioonnss  iinn  tthhee  ssiizzeess  ooff  lloottss  bbaasseedd  oonn  

wwhheetthheerr  aa  ppuubblliicc  oorr  ccoommmmuunniittyy  wwaatteerr  ssuuppppllyy  oorr  sseewweerr  ssyysstteemm  iiss  

aavvaaiillaabbllee  aanndd  uusseedd;;  

  

dd..  TThhee  eexxccaavvaattiioonn  ooff  mmiinniinngg  oorr  ssooiill  oorr  ootthheerr  nnaattuurraall  rreessoouurrcceess..  

  

TThheerreeffoorree,,  bbee  iitt  oorrddaaiinneedd  bbyy  tthhee  ggoovveerrnniinngg  bbooddyy  ooff  tthhee  TToowwnn  ooff  

OOnnaannccoocckk,,  VViirrggiinniiaa,,  ffoorr  tthhee  ppuurrppoossee  ooff  pprroommoottiinngg  tthhee  hheeaalltthh,,  ssaaffeettyy,,  

oorr  ggeenneerraall  wweellffaarree  ooff  tthhee  ppuubblliicc  aanndd  ooff  ffuurrtthheerr  aaccccoommpplliisshhiinngg  tthhee  

oobbjjeeccttiivveess  ooff  SSeeccttiioonn  1155..22--22220000  tthhaatt  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  bbee  aaddoopptteedd  aass  tthhee  
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zzoonniinngg  oorrddiinnaannccee  ooff  tthhee  TToowwnn  ooff  OOnnaannccoocckk,,  VViirrggiinniiaa,,  ttooggeetthheerr  wwiitthh  tthhee  

aaccccoommppaannyyiinngg  mmaapp..    TThhiiss  oorrddiinnaannccee  hhaass  bbeeeenn  ddeessiiggnneedd;;  ((11))  ttoo  pprroovviiddee  

ffoorr  aaddeeqquuaattee  lliigghhtt,,  aaiirr,,  ccoonnvveenniieennccee  ooff  aacccceessss,,  aanndd  ssaaffeettyy  ffrroomm  ffiirree,,  

fflloooodd,,  aanndd  ootthheerr  ddaannggeerrss;;  ((22))  ttoo  rreedduuccee  oorr  pprreevveenntt  ccoonnggeessttiioonn  iinn  tthhee  

ppuubblliicc  ssttrreeeettss;;  ((33))  ttoo  ffaacciilliittaattee  tthhee  ccrreeaattiioonn  ooff  aa  ccoonnvveenniieenntt,,  

aattttrraaccttiivvee,,  aanndd  hhaarrmmoonniioouuss  ccoommmmuunniittyy;;  ((44))  ttoo  eexxppeeddiittee  tthhee  pprroovviissiioonn  

ooff  aaddeeqquuaattee  ppoolliiccee  aanndd  ffiirree  pprrootteeccttiioonn,,  ddiissaasstteerr  eevvaaccuuaattiioonn,,  cciivviill  

ddeeffeennssee,,  ttrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn,,  wwaatteerr,,  sseewweerraaggee,,  sscchhoooollss,,  ppaarrkkss,,  ffoorreessttss,,  

ppllaayyggrroouunnddss,,  rreeccrreeaattiioonnaall  ffaacciilliittiieess,,  aaiirrppoorrttss,,  aanndd  ootthheerr  ppuubblliicc  

rreeqquuiirreemmeennttss;;  ((55))  ttoo  pprrootteecctt  aaggaaiinnsstt  ddeessttrruuccttiioonn  ooff  oorr  eennccrrooaacchhmmeenntt  

uuppoonn  hhiissttoorriicc  aarreeaass;;  ((66))  ttoo  pprrootteecctt  aaggaaiinnsstt  oonnee  oorr  mmoorree  ooff  tthhee  

ffoolllloowwiinngg::    oovveerrccrroowwddiinngg  ooff  llaanndd,,  uunndduuee  ddeennssiittyy  ooff  ppooppuullaattiioonn  iinn  

rreellaattiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  ccoommmmuunniittyy  ffaacciilliittiieess  eexxiissttiinngg  oorr  aavvaaiillaabbllee,,  

oobbssttrruuccttiioonn  ooff  lliigghhtt  aanndd  aaiirr,,  ddaannggeerr  aanndd  ccoonnggeessttiioonn  iinn  ttrraavveell  aanndd  

ttrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn  oorr  lloossss  ooff  lliiffee,,  hheeaalltthh,,  oorr  pprrooppeerrttyy  ffrroomm  ffiirree,,  fflloooodd,,  

ppaanniicc,,  oorr  ootthheerr  ddaannggeerrss;;  ((77))  ttoo  eennccoouurraaggee  eeccoonnoommiicc  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  

aaccttiivviittiieess  tthhaatt  pprroovviiddee  ddeessiirraabbllee  eemmppllooyymmeenntt  aanndd  eennllaarrggee  tthhee  ttaaxx  

bbaassee;;  ((88))  ttoo  bbee  iinn  aaccccoorrdd  wwiitthh  aanndd  ttoo  iimmpplleemmeenntt  tthhee  ggooaallss,,  oobbjjeeccttiivveess  

aanndd  ppoolliicciieess  sseett  ffoorrtthh  iinn  tthhee  OOnnaannccoocckk  TToowwnn  PPllaann,,  aass  aaddoopptteedd  bbyy  tthhee  

OOnnaannccoocckk  TToowwnn  CCoouunncciill..  

  

Sec. 24-3.  Repeal of Conflicting Ordinances. 
  

AAllll  oorrddiinnaanncceess  oorr  ppoorrttiioonnss  ooff  oorrddiinnaanncceess  iinn  ccoonnfflliicctt  wwiitthh  tthhiiss  

oorrddiinnaannccee  aarree  hheerreebbyy  rreeppeeaalleedd  ttoo  tthhee  eexxtteenntt  nneecceessssaarryy  ttoo  ggiivvee  tthhiiss  

oorrddiinnaannccee  ffuullll  ffoorrccee  aanndd  eeffffeecctt..  

  

SSeecc..  2244--44..  OOrrddiinnaannccee  SSeettss  MMiinniimmuumm  SSttaannddaarrddss..      

  

WWhheenneevveerr  tthhee  ssttaannddaarrddss  sseett  ffoorrtthh  iinn  tthhiiss  oorrddiinnaannccee  aarree  aatt  vvaarriiaannccee  

wwiitthh  tthhee  rreeqquuiirreemmeennttss  ooff  aannyy  ootthheerr  llaawwffuullllyy  aaddoopptteedd  ssttaattuutteess,,  rruulleess,,  

rreegguullaattiioonnss,,  ddeeeedd  rreessttrriiccttiioonnss,,  ccoovveennaannttss,,  oorr  oorrddiinnaanncceess,,  tthhee  mmoosstt  

rreessttrriiccttiivvee,,  oorr  tthhaatt  iimmppoossiinngg  tthhee  hhiigghheesstt  ssttaannddaarrddss  sshhaallll  ggoovveerrnn..  

 

SSeecc..  2244--55..    TToowwnn  LLiiaabbiilliittyy..      

  

TThhee  zzoonniinngg  ooff  aannyy  llaanndd  aanndd  tthhee  ggrraannttiinngg  ooff  aannyy  ppeerrmmiitt  oorr  cceerrttiiffiiccaattee  

ffoorr  tthhee  uussee  ooff  llaanndd  aanndd//oorr  ssttrruuccttuurree  sshhaallll  nnoott  bbee  iinntteerrpprreetteedd  aass  aa  

gguuaarraanntteeee  bbyy  tthhee  TToowwnn  ooff  OOnnaannccoocckk  ooff  tthhee  ssuuiittaabbiilliittyy  ooff  ssuucchh  llaanndd  oorr  

ssttrruuccttuurree  ffoorr  ddeevveellooppiinngg  oorr  uussee..  

  

SSeecc..  2244--66..    SSeevveerraabbiilliittyy  CCllaauussee..    

  

SShhoouulldd  aannyy  sseeccttiioonn  oorr  pprroovviissiioonn  ooff  tthhiiss  oorrddiinnaannccee  bbee  ddeeccllaarreedd  bbyy  tthhee  

ccoouurrttss  ttoo  bbee  uunnccoonnssttiittuuttiioonnaall  oorr  iinnvvaalliidd,,  ssuucchh  ddeecciissiioonn  sshhaallll  nnoott  

aaffffeecctt  tthhee  vvaalliiddiittyy  ooff  tthhiiss  oorrddiinnaannccee  aass  aa  wwhhoollee  oorr  aannyy  ootthheerr  ppaarrtt  

tthheerreeooff  ootthheerr  tthhaann  tthhee  ppaarrtt  ssoo  ddeeccllaarreedd  ttoo  bbee  uunnccoonnssttiittuuttiioonnaall  oorr  

iinnvvaalliidd..  
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SSeecc..  2244--77..    NNoonneexxcclluussiioonnaarryy  IInntteenntt..    

  

IItt  iiss  nnoott  tthhee  iinntteenntt  ooff  tthhiiss  oorrddiinnaannccee  ttoo  eexxcclluuddee  aannyy  eeccoonnoommiicc,,  

rraacciiaall,,  rreelliiggiioouuss  oorr  eetthhnniicc  ggrroouupp  ffrroomm  eennjjooyymmeenntt  oorr  rreessiiddeennccee,,  llaanndd  

oowwnneerrsshhiipp  oorr  tteennaannccyy  wwiitthhiinn  tthhee  TToowwnn;;  nnoorr  iiss  iitt  tthhee  iinntteenntt  ooff  tthhiiss  

oorrddiinnaannccee  ttoo  uussee  ppuubblliicc  ppoowweerrss  iinn  aannyy  wwaayy  ttoo  pprroommoottee  tthhee  sseeppaarraattiioonn  

ooff  eeccoonnoommiicc  rraacciiaall,,  rreelliiggiioouuss,,  oorr  eetthhnniicc  ggrroouuppss  eexxcceepptt  aass  mmaayy  bbee  tthhee  

iinncciiddeennttaall  rreessuulltt  ooff  mmeeeettiinngg  tthhee  ppuurrppoossee  oouuttlliinneedd  iinn  SSeecc..  2244--22..  

hheerreeiinn..  

  
SSeecc..  2244--88..    PPrroovviissiioonnss  ffoorr  OOffffiicciiaall  ZZoonniinngg  MMaapp    

  

TThhee  bboouunnddaarriieess  ooff  tthhee  zzoonniinngg  ddiissttrriiccttss  aarree  sshhoowwnn  oonn  tthhee  ooffffiicciiaall  

zzoonniinngg  mmaapp  ooff  tthhee  TToowwnn  ooff  OOnnaannccoocckk,,  VViirrggiinniiaa,,  wwhhiicchh  ttooggeetthheerr  wwiitthh  aallll  

nnoottaattiioonnss,,  aammeennddmmeennttss  

  

a.   Changes or Amendments.   

 

  IIff,,  iinn  aaccccoorrddaannccee  wwiitthh  tthhee  pprroovviissiioonnss  ooff  tthhiiss  oorrddiinnaannccee,,  cchhaannggeess  

aarree  mmaaddee  iinn  ddiissttrriicctt  bboouunnddaarriieess  oorr  ootthheerr  mmaatttteerr  ppoorrttrraayyeedd  oonn  tthhee  

ooffffiicciiaall  zzoonniinngg  mmaapp,,  ssuucchh  cchhaannggeess  sshhaallll  bbee  eenntteerreedd  oonn  tthhee  

ooffffiicciiaall  zzoonniinngg  mmaapp  pprroommppttllyy  aafftteerr  tthhee  cchhaannggee  hhaass  bbeeeenn  aapppprroovveedd  

bbyy  tthhee  TToowwnn  CCoouunncciill,,  oorr  nnoo  mmoorree  tthhaann  tthhiirrttyy  ((3300))  ddaayyss  aafftteerr  

aapppprroovvaall..    SSuucchh  cchhaannggeess  sshhaallll  bbee  aatttteesstteedd  bbyy  tthhee  iinniittiiaallss  ooff  tthhee  

ZZoonniinngg  AAddmmiinniissttrraattoorr  aanndd  tthhee  ddaattee  ooff  eennttrryy..    AA  ppaappeerr  ccooppyy  ooff  

ssuucchh  mmaapp  oorr  mmaappss  sshhaallll  bbee  mmaaiinnttaaiinneedd  iinn  tthhee  ooffffiiccee  ooff  tthhee  ZZoonniinngg  

AAddmmiinniissttrraattoorr  aanndd//oorr  TToowwnn  HHaallll..  

  

  CChhaannggeess  ttoo  tthhiiss  oorrddiinnaannccee  wwhhiicchh  iinnvvoollvvee  mmaatttteerrss  ppoorrttrraayyeedd  oonn  tthhee  

ooffffiicciiaall  zzoonniinngg  mmaapp  sshhaallll  bbeeccoommee  eeffffeeccttiivvee  iimmmmeeddiiaatteellyy  uuppoonn  

bbeeiinngg  eenntteerreedd  oonnttoo  tthhee  ooffffiicciiaall  zzoonniinngg  mmaapp  oorr  mmaatttteerr  sshhoowwnn  

tthheerreeoonn  eexxcceepptt  iinn  ccoonnffoorrmmiittyy  wwiitthh  tthhee  pprroocceedduurree  sseett  ffoorrtthh  iinn  

tthhiiss  oorrddiinnaannccee..      AAnnyy  uunnaauutthhoorriizzeedd  cchhaannggee  ooff  wwhhaatteevveerr  kkiinndd  bbyy  

aannyy  ppeerrssoonn  sshhaallll  bbee  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  aa  vviioollaattiioonn  ooff  tthhiiss  oorrddiinnaannccee  aanndd  

ppuunniisshhaabbllee  aass  pprroovviiddeedd  uunnddeerr  AArrttiiccllee  XXIIVV..  

  

bb..      RReeppllaacceemmeenntt..  

   

  IInn  tthhee  eevveenntt  tthhaatt  aannyy  oorr  aallll  ooff  tthhee  ooffffiicciiaall  zzoonniinngg  mmaapp  bbeeccoommeess  

ddaammaaggeedd,,  ddeessttrrooyyeedd,,  lloosstt  oorr  ddiiffffiiccuulltt  ttoo  iinntteerrpprreett  bbeeccaauussee  ooff  

tthhee  nnaattuurree  oorr  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  cchhaannggeess  aanndd  aaddddiittiioonnss,,  tthhee  TToowwnn  CCoouunncciill  

mmaayy  bbyy  rreessoolluuttiioonn  aaddoopptt  aa  nneeww  ooffffiicciiaall  zzoonniinngg  mmaapp..    TThhee  nneeww  

ooffffiicciiaall  zzoonniinngg  mmaapp  mmaayy  ccoorrrreecctt  ddrraaffttiinngg  oorr  ootthheerr  eerrrroorrss,,  oorr  

oommiissssiioonnss  iinn  tthhee  pprriioorr  ooffffiicciiaall  zzoonniinngg  mmaapp,,  bbuutt  nnoo  ssuucchh  

ccoorrrreeccttiioonn  sshhaallll  hhaavvee  tthhee  eeffffeecctt  ooff  aammeennddiinngg  tthhee  oorriiggiinnaall  

ooffffiicciiaall  zzoonniinngg  mmaapp  oorr  aannyy  ssuubbsseeqquueenntt  aammeennddmmeenntt  tthheerreeooff..    TThhee  

nneeww  ooffffiicciiaall  zzoonniinngg  mmaapp  sshhaallll  bbee  aatttteesstteedd  bbyy  tthhee  ssiiggnnaattuurree  ooff  

tthhee  MMaayyoorr  aanndd  sshhaallll  bbee  wwiittnneesssseedd..    UUnnlleessss  tthhee  pprriioorr  ooffffiicciiaall  

zzoonniinngg  mmaapp  oorr  mmaappss  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  lloosstt  oorr  ttoottaallllyy  ddeessttrrooyyeedd,,  tthhee  



13 

 

pprriioorr  mmaapp  oorr  mmaappss  oorr  aannyy  ssiiggnniiffiiccaanntt  ppaarrttss  tthheerreeooff  rreemmaaiinniinngg  

sshhaallll  bbee  pprreesseerrvveedd,,  ttooggeetthheerr  wwiitthh  aallll  aavvaaiillaabbllee  rreeccoorrddss  

ppeerrttaaiinniinngg  ttoo  tthhee  aaddooppttiioonn  aanndd  aammeennddmmeenntt,,  iiff  aannyy,,  ooff  tthhee  pprriioorr  

mmaapp  oorr  mmaappss..  

  

CC..  AApppplliiccaattiioonn  aanndd  iinntteerrpprreettaattiioonn  ooff  DDiissttrriicctt  BBoouunnddaarriieess..  

  

  WWhheerree  uunncceerrttaaiinnttyy  eexxiissttss  aass  ttoo  tthhee  bboouunnddaarriieess  ooff  zzoonniinngg  

ddiissttrriiccttss  aass  sshhoowwnn  oonn  tthhee  ooffffiicciiaall  zzoonniinngg  mmaapp,,  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  

rruulleess  sshhaallll  aappppllyy::  

  

  11..  UUnnlleessss  ootthheerrwwiissee  iinnddiiccaatteedd,,  ddiissttrriicctt  bboouunnddaarriieess  

iinnddiiccaatteedd  aass  aapppprrooxxiimmaatteellyy  ffoolllloowwiinngg  tthhee  cceenntteerr  lliinneess  ooff  

eexxiissttiinngg  oorr  pprrooppoosseedd  rrooaaddss,,  ssttrreeeettss,,  hhiigghhwwaayyss,,  aalllleeyyss,,  oorr  

rraaiillrrooaaddss;;  mmeeaann  llooww  wwaatteerr  oorr  cceenntteerr  lliinneess,,  aass  iinnddiiccaatteedd,,  ooff  

ssttrreeaammss,,  ppoonnddss,,  ddrraaiinnaaggee  ddiittcchheess,,  oorr  ootthheerr  nnaattuurraall  aanndd  

mmaannmmaaddee  bbooddiieess  ooff  wwaatteerr;;  pprrooppeerrttyy  lliinneess;;  oorr  cciivviill  

bboouunnddaarriieess  sshhaallll  bbee  ccoonnssttrruueedd  ttoo  ffoollllooww  ssuucchh  lliinneess..  

    

22..  BBoouunnddaarriieess  iinnddiiccaatteedd  aass  ppaarraalllleell  ttoo  oorr  eexxtteennssiioonnss  ooff  

ffeeaattuurreess  iinnddiiccaatteedd  iinn  ssuubbsseeccttiioonn  11..  AAbboovvee  sshhaallll  bbee  ssoo  

ccoonnssttrruueedd..    DDiissttaanncceess  nnoott  ssppeecciiffiiccaallllyy  iinnddiiccaatteedd  oonn  tthhee  

ooffffiicciiaall  zzoonniinngg  mmaapp  sshhaallll  bbee  ddeetteerrmmiinneedd  bbyy  tthhee  ssccaallee  ooff  tthhee  

mmaapp..  

    

33..  IIff  nnoo  ddiissttaannccee,,  aannggllee,,  ccuurrvvaattuurree  ddeessccrriippttiioonn,,  oorr  ootthheerr  

mmeeaannss  iiss  ggiivveenn  ttoo  ddeetteerrmmiinnee  aa  bboouunnddaarryy  lliinnee  aaccccuurraatteellyy  aanndd  

tthhee  ffoorreeggooiinngg  pprroovviissiioonnss  ddoo  nnoott  aappppllyy,,  tthhee  ssaammee  sshhaallll  bbee  

ddeetteerrmmiinneedd  bbyy  tthhee  ssiizzee  ooff  tthhee  ssccaallee  sshhoowwnn  oonn  tthhee  ooffffiicciiaall  

zzoonniinngg  mmaapp..  

  

  44..  WWhheerree  aa  ddiissttrriicctt  bboouunnddaarryy  lliinnee  ddiivviiddeess  aa  lloott  wwhhiicchh  wwaass  

iinn  ssiinnggllee  oowwnneerrsshhiipp  aatt  tthhee  ttiimmee  ooff  ppaassssaaggee  ooff  tthhiiss  

oorrddiinnaannccee  aanndd  uuppoonn  rreeqquueesstt  ooff  pprrooppeerrttyy  oowwnneerr  oorr  pprrooppeerrttyy  

aaggeenntt,,  tthhee  BBooaarrdd  ooff  ZZoonniinngg  AAppppeeaallss  sshhaallll  hheeaarr  aanndd  ddeecciiddee  

tthhee  eexxaacctt  llooccaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ddiissttrriicctt  lliinnee  iinn  kkeeeeppiinngg  tthhee  

pprroovviissiioonnss  ooff  AArrttiiccllee  VVIIIIII..  

  

  55..  WWhheerree  tthhee  eexxaacctt  llooccaattiioonn  ooff  ddiissttrriicctt  bboouunnddaarriieess  iiss  nnoott  

cclleeaarr  aafftteerr  aapppplliiccaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  rruulleess  pprreesseenntteedd,,  tthhee  BBooaarrdd  

ooff  ZZoonniinngg  AAppppeeaallss  sshhaallll  hheeaarr  aanndd  ddeecciiddee  ssuucchh  qquueessttiioonnss  iinn  

aaccccoorrddaannccee  wwiitthh  tthhee  pprroovviissiioonnss  ooff  AArrttiiccllee  VVIIIIII..  

  

Sec. 24-9. Application of District Regulations. 
 

The regulations set by this ordinance within each district shall be 

minimum regulations and shall apply uniformly to each class or kind 

of structure or land except as hereinafter provided: 
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aa..  NNoo  bbuuiillddiinngg  oorr  llaanndd  sshhaallll  hheerreeiinnaafftteerr  bbee  uusseedd  oorr  ooccccuuppiieedd,,  aanndd  

nnoo  bbuuiillddiinngg  oorr  ppaarrtt  tthheerreeooff  sshhaallll  bbee  eerreecctteedd,,  ccoonnssttrruucctteedd,,  

rreeccoonnssttrruucctteedd,,  mmoovveedd,,  oorr  ssttrruuccttuurraallllyy  aalltteerreedd  eexxcceepptt  iinn  

ccoonnffoorrmmiittyy  wwiitthh  aallll  ooff  tthhee  rreegguullaattiioonnss  hheerreeiinn  ssppeecciiffiieedd  ffoorr  tthhee  

ddiissttrriicctt  iinn  wwhhiicchh  iitt  iiss  llooccaatteedd  oorr  iiss  ttoo  bbee  llooccaatteedd..  

    

bb..    NNoo  bbuuiillddiinngg  sshhaallll  hheerreeiinnaafftteerr  bbee  eerreecctteedd,,  ccoonnssttrruucctteedd,,  oorr  

aalltteerreedd  ssoo  aass  ttoo  eexxcceeeedd  hheeiigghhtt  oorr  bbuullkk  lliimmiittss,,  ttoo  aaccccoommmmooddaattee  oorr  

hhoouussee  aa  ggrreeaatteerr  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ffaammiilliieess,,  ttoo  ooccccuuppyy  aa  ggrreeaatteerr  

ppeerrcceennttaaggee  ooff  lloott  aarreeaa,,  oorr  ttoo  hhaavvee  nnaarrrroowweerr  ttoo  ssmmaalllleerr  rreeaarr  

yyaarrddss,,  ffrroonntt  yyaarrddss,,  ssiiddee  yyaarrddss,,  oorr  ootthheerr  ooppeenn  ssppaacceess  tthhaann  hheerreeiinn  

rreeqquuiirreedd..  

  

cc..  NNoo  nneeww  yyaarrdd  oorr  lloott  sshhaallll  hheerreeiinnaafftteerr  bbee  ccrreeaatteedd  nnoorr  sshhaallll  aannyy  

yyaarrdd  oorr  lloott  eexxiissttiinngg  aatt  tthhee  ttiimmee  ooff  eennaaccttmmeenntt  ooff  tthhiiss  oorrddiinnaannccee  

bbee  aalltteerreedd  ssoo  tthhaatt  wwiiddtthh,,  ddeepptthh,,  oorr  aarreeaa  rreeqquuiirreemmeennttss;;  ffrroonntt  

ssiiddee,,  oorr  rreeaarr  rreeqquuiirreemmeennttss;;  oorr  ootthheerr  rreeqquuiirreemmeennttss  ooff  tthhiiss  

oorrddiinnaannccee  aarree  nnoott  mmaaiinnttaaiinneedd,,  eexxcceepptt  wwhheenn  aa  ppoorrttiioonn  ooff  aa  lloott  iiss  

aaccqquuiirreedd  ffoorr  ppuubblliicc  uussee..  

  

dd..  NNootthhiinngg  ccoonnttaaiinneedd  hheerreeiinn  sshhaallll  rreeqquuiirree  aannyy  cchhaannggeess  iinn  tthhee  ppllaannss  

oorr  ccoonnssttrruuccttiioonn  ooff  aannyy  bbuuiillddiinngg  ffoorr  wwhhiicchh  aa  bbuuiillddiinngg  ppeerrmmiitt  wwaass  

ggrraanntteedd  pprriioorr  ttoo  tthhee  eeffffeeccttiivvee  ddaattee  ooff  tthhiiss  oorrddiinnaannccee..    HHoowweevveerr,,  

iiff  ssuucchh  ccoonnssttrruuccttiioonn  ddooeess  nnoott  ccoommmmeennccee  wwiitthhiinn  ssiixx  ((66))  mmoonntthhss  oorr  

lleessss  aafftteerr  tthhiiss  oorrddiinnaannccee  bbeeccoommeess  eeffffeeccttiivvee,,  ccoonnssttrruuccttiioonn  sshhaallll  

bbee  iinn  ccoonnffoorrmmiittyy  wwiitthh  tthhee  pprroovviissiioonnss  ooff  tthhiiss  oorrddiinnaannccee  ffoorr  tthhee  

ddiissttrriicctt  iinn  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  aaccttiivviittyy  iiss  llooccaatteedd..  

  

SSeecc..  2244--1100..  ZZoonniinngg  PPeerrmmiittss//CCeerrttiiffiiccaatteess  ooff  OOccccuuppaannccyy..  

  

LLaanndd  mmaayy  bbee  uusseedd  oorr  ooccccuuppiieedd,,  aanndd  bbuuiillddiinnggss  ssttrruuccttuurraallllyy  aalltteerreedd  oorr  

eerreecctteedd  mmaayy  bbee  uusseedd  oorr  cchhaannggeedd  iinn  uussee,,  oonnllyy  aafftteerr  aa  zzoonniinngg  ppeerrmmiitt  hhaass  

bbeeeenn  iissssuueedd  bbyy  tthhee  zzoonniinngg  aaddmmiinniissttrraattoorr..    SSuucchh  aa  ppeerrmmiitt  sshhaallll  ssttaattee  

tthhaatt  tthhee  bbuuiillddiinngg  oorr  tthhee  pprrooppoosseedd  uussee,,  oorr  tthhee  uussee  ooff  tthhee  llaanndd,,  

ccoommpplliieess  wwiitthh  tthhee  pprroovviissiioonnss  ooff  tthhiiss  cchhaapptteerr..    AA  ssiimmiillaarr  cceerrttiiffiiccaattee  

sshhaallll  bbee  iissssuueedd  ffoorr  tthhee  ppuurrppoossee  ooff  mmaaiinnttaaiinniinngg,,  rreenneewwiinngg,,  cchhaannggiinngg  oorr  

eexxtteennddiinngg  aa  nnoonnccoonnffoorrmmiinngg  uussee..    AA  cceerrttiiffiiccaattee  ooff  ooccccuuppaannccyy  sshhaallll  bbee  

aapppplliieedd  ffoorr  ssiimmuullttaanneeoouussllyy  wwiitthh  tthhee  aapppplliiccaattiioonn  ffoorr  aa  zzoonniinngg  ppeerrmmiitt..    

TThhee  cceerrttiiffiiccaattiioonn  ooff  ooccccuuppaannccyy  sshhaallll  bbee  iissssuueedd  wwiitthhiinn  tteenn  ddaayyss  aafftteerr  

tthhee  eerreeccttiioonn  oorr  ssttrruuccttuurraall  aalltteerraattiioonn  ooff  ssuucchh  bbuuiillddiinngg  oorr  ppaarrtt  hhaass  

ccoonnffoorrmmeedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  pprroovviissiioonnss  ooff  tthhiiss  cchhaapptteerr..  

  

SSeecc..  2244--1111..  UUsseess  nnoott  pprroovviiddeedd  ffoorr  iinn  ddiissttrriicctt  rreegguullaattiioonnss..  

IIff,,  iinn  aannyy  ddiissttrriicctt  eessttaabblliisshheedd  uunnddeerr  tthhiiss  cchhaapptteerr,,  aa  uussee  iiss  nnoott  

ssppeecciiffiiccaallllyy  ppeerrmmiitttteedd,,  aanndd  aann  aapppplliiccaattiioonn  iiss  mmaaddee  bbyy  aa  pprrooppeerrttyy  

oowwnneerr  ttoo  tthhee  aaddmmiinniissttrraattoorr  ffoorr  ssuucchh  uussee,,  tthhee  aaddmmiinniissttrraattoorr  sshhaallll  

rreeffeerr  tthhee  aapppplliiccaattiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  ppllaannnniinngg  ccoommmmiissssiioonn,,  wwhhiicchh  sshhaallll  mmaakkee  

iittss  rreeccoommmmeennddaattiioonnss  ttoo  tthhee  ggoovveerrnniinngg  bbooddyy  wwiitthhiinn  tthhiirrttyy  ddaayyss..  IIff  tthhee  

rreeccoommmmeennddaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ppllaannnniinngg  ccoommmmiissssiioonn  iiss  aaddoopptteedd  bbyy  tthhee  ggoovveerrnniinngg  

bbooddyy,,  tthhiiss  cchhaapptteerr  sshhaallll  bbee  aammeennddeedd  ttoo  ppeerrmmiitt  tthhee  uussee  tthheenncceeffoorrtthh..  
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SSeecc..  2244--1122..  NNeewwllyy  aannnneexxeedd  aarreeaass..  

  

NNeewwllyy  aannnneexxeedd  ppoorrttiioonnss  ooff  tthhee  ttoowwnn  sshhaallll  bbee  zzoonneedd  oorr  rreezzoonneedd  

iimmmmeeddiiaatteellyy  ttoo  tthhee  rreessiiddeennttiiaall  RR11--AA  ccllaassssiiffiiccaattiioonn  uunnttiill  tthhee  ttoowwnn  

ppllaannnniinngg  ccoommmmiissssiioonn  aanndd  ttoowwnn  ccoouunncciill  hhaavvee  hhaadd  aann  ooppppoorrttuunniittyy  ttoo  

ccoonndduucctt  aapppprroopprriiaattee  ssttuuddiieess  ffoorr  aa  ppeerriioodd  nnoott  ttoo  eexxcceeeedd  ssiixx  mmoonntthhss  aanndd  

ttaakkee  tthhee  sstteeppss  nneecceessssaarryy  ttoo  ppllaaccee  tthhee  llaanndd  iinn  tthhee  mmoosstt  ssuuiittaabbllee  

ccaatteeggoorryy..  
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Article II - Districts 
  

Sec. 24-13. Enumeration of Districts. 
 

For the purpose of this ordinance, the incorporated area of the Town 

of Onancock, Virginia, is hereby divided into the following 

districts: 

 

  Residential, Single-Family:   R-1 

   Large lot        R-1A 

   Small lot        R-1B & R-1C      

   

  Residential, Multi-Family:    R-2 

  Business, Downtown           B-1 

  Business, Highway:            B-2 

  Business, Waterfront:         B-W 

  Parks and Open Spaces      POS  

   

Location of these districts can be found on Map 1   

 

Historic District Overlay HD-O  

 

Location of this district can be found on Map 2. 

 

Chesapeake Bay Preservation 
1
CBPA-O Area Overlay  

   

Location of this district can be found on Map 3.     
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MAP 1.    TOWN OF ONANCOCK ZONING 
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Map 2. Town of Onancock Historic District 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



19 

 

MAP 3.     CHESAPEAKE BAY PRESERVATION AREA OVERLAY 
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Article III. R-1A, R-1B and R-1C Single-Family Residential Districts 
 

Sec. 24-14. Statement of Intent.   

  

The R-1 Single-Family Residential District is composed of certain 

quiet, low-density residential areas plus certain open areas where 

similar residential development is recommended to occur by the 

Onancock Town Plan.  The regulations for this district are designed 

to stabilize and protect the essential characteristics of the 

district, and to promote and encourage a suitable environment for 

family life where there are children and to prohibit all activities 

of a commercial nature.  To these ends, development is limited to a 

relatively low concentration, and permitted uses are basically 

limited to single-unit dwellings providing homes for the residents, 

plus certain additional uses, such as municipal parks, churches, and 

certain public facilities that serve the residents of the district.  

It shall be a condition of issuance of a Special Use Permit that the 

owner of the dwelling within which the apartment is located actually 

reside within the dwelling itself. (The italic section was added Feb. 

25, 2008.) 

 

In recognition of the fact that the Town of Onancock contains a large 

variety of lot sizes in the R-1 residential district, and to provide 

a zone in which manufactured housing is a use by right, three 

separate zones have been created.  

 

In order to minimize non-conformance, where significant clusters of 

small lots exist in a neighborhood, they have been designated as R-

1B. Front setback lines, street frontages, yard regulations and lot 

depths in R-1A and R-1B differ for these reasons. All other 

regulations in these two zones are the same. 

 

R-1C has been created, at the request of the residents in these 

neighborhoods, in order to provide areas in the town where 

manufactured homes are permitted. All other regulations in R-1C are 

the same as R-1B. 

 

R-1A, B and C designations appear on the official zoning map for the 

Town of Onancock.  

 

Sec. 24-15. Principal Permitted Uses and Structures.   
 

The following uses shall be permitted subject to all the other 

requirements of this ordinance as a matter of right in the R-1 

Single-Family Residential District. 
 

a. Single-family dwellings, excluding manufactured homes, in R-1A 
and R-1B districts. 
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b. Single-family dwellings, to include manufactured homes of 28 

feet wide and 24 feet in length or larger, in R-1C. 

  

c. Accessory buildings permitted as defined in Sec. 24-1. 

 

d. Public utilities: poles, distribution lines, distribution 

transformers, pipes, meters, and other facilities necessary for 

the provision and maintenance of public utilities, including 

water and sewerage facilities.  Transmission lines, transmission 

towers, and electrical substations are not deemed necessary 

facilities under this section. 

 

e. Home Occupations, provided that: 

 

 1. No person other than members of the family residing on the 

premises shall be engaged in such occupation. 

 

 2. The use of the dwelling unit for the home occupation shall 

be clearly incidental and subordinate to its use for residential 

purposes by its occupants, and not more than twenty-five (25) 

percent of the floor area of the dwelling unit or twenty-five 

(25) percent of said floor area if conducted in an accessory 

building, shall be used in the conduct of the home occupation. 

 

 3. There shall be no change in the outside appearance of the 

building or premises, or other visible evidence of the conduct 

of such home occupation other than one sign, not exceeding four 

(4) square feet in area, non-illuminated. 

 

 4. There shall be no sales to the general public other than 

items handcrafted or improved on the premises. Items purchased 

for resale on the premises are considered retail business and 

not allowed as a home occupation.  

 

 5. No traffic shall be generated by such home occupation in 

greater volumes than would normally be expected in a residential 

neighborhood, and any need for parking generated by the conduct 

of such home occupation shall be met off the street and other 

than in the front yard. 

 

6. No equipment or process shall be used in such home 

occupation which creates noise, vibration, glare, fumes, odors, 

or electrical interference detectable to the normal senses off 

the lot, if the occupation is conducted in a single-family 

dwelling, or outside the dwelling unit if conducted in other 

than a single-family dwelling.  In the case of the electrical 

interference, no equipment or process shall be used which 

creates visual or audible interference in any radio or 

televisions receivers off the premises, or causes fluctuations 

in line voltage off the premises.   
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Sec. 24-16. Special Exceptions.   
 

The following uses shall be permitted in the R-1 Single-Family 

Residential District, subject to all the other requirements of this 

ordinance, only upon the obtaining of a Special Use Permit, as 

defined in Article XV, from the Town Council. 

 

a. Each dwelling unit shall be permitted not more than one 

apartment, which shall be contained within the dwelling unit 

itself.  It shall be a condition of issuance of a Special Use 

Permit that the owner of the dwelling within which the apartment 

is located actually reside within the dwelling itself.  (Italic 

language adopted Feb. 25, 2008.) 

  

b. Bed and Breakfast houses. Each dwelling unit may be permitted 

not more than five guestrooms in which overnight accommodations 

may be offered to transients. 

 

Sec. 24-17. Minimum Lot Dimensions.   

  

The following area regulations shall apply in the R-1 Single-Family 

Residential District: 

 

a. For residential lots containing or intending to contain a 

single-family dwelling, the minimum lot area shall be ten thousand 

(10,000) square feet. 

 

b. For lots wider than seventy-five (75) feet the minimum depth 

 of the lot shall be 100 feet. 

 

Sec. 24-18. Setback Regulations.   
 

The following setback regulations shall apply in the R-1 Single-

Family Residential District: 

 

a. Buildings in R-1A shall be located thirty-five (35) feet or more 

from any street right of way.  When a structure is to be built 

in an area where there are existing structures, the minimum 

setback may be waived by the zoning administrator to allow the 

setback line to be the average setback of the structures 

fronting on either side. 

 

*”Main Buildings” setback from the street 35’, (Amended Jan. 

10,2000) 

  

b. Accessory Buildings in R-1A shall be located thirty-five (35) 

feet or more from any street right of way. No accessory building 

shall be located closer to the front than the main dwelling. 
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When a structure is to be built in an area where there are 

existing structures, the minimum setback may be waived by the 

zoning administrator to allow the setback line to be the average 

setback of the structures fronting on either side. 

 
c. Buildings in R-1B and R-1C shall be located ten (10) feet or 

more from any street right of way.  When a structure is to be 

built in an area where there are existing structures, the 

minimum setback may be waived to allow the setback line to be 

the average setback of the structures fronting on either side.  

 

 *Main Buildings” in R-1B and R-1C setback from 10’, (Amended 

Jan. 10, 2000). 

 

d. Accessory buildings in R-1B and R-1C shall be located ten (10) 

feet or more from any street right of way. No Accessory building 

shall be located closer to the front than the main dwelling. 

When a structure is to be built in an area where there are 

existing structures, the minimum setback may be waived by the 

zoning administrator to allow the setback line to be the average 

setback of the structures fronting on either side. 

 

Sec. 24-19. Frontage Regulations.   

 

The following frontage regulations shall apply in the R-1 Single-

Family Residential District: 

 

a. For single-family dwellings and all other permitted uses in the 

R-1A zone, there shall be a minimum lot width at the setback line of 

seventy-five (75) feet and a minimum frontage on a public street of 

seventy-five (75) feet.  All lots shall front on a public street to 

be used for any uses permitted in this district. 

 

b. For single-family dwellings and all other permitted uses in the 

R-1B and R-1C zones, there shall be a minimum lot width at the 

setback line of fifty (50) feet and a minimum frontage on a public 

street of fifty (50) feet.  All lots shall front on a public street 

to be used for any uses permitted in this district. 

 

Sec. 24-20 Yard Regulations  
 

The following yard regulations shall apply in the R-1 Single-Family 

Residential District: 

 

a. Main Buildings in the R-1A zone: 

 

 Side: The minimum side yard shall be ten (10) feet 

and the total width of the two required side yards 

shall be twenty-five (25) feet or more. 
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   Rear: Each main building shall have a rear yard of 

twenty-five (25) feet or more. 

 

 *“Buildings”: Each building shall have a 35’ setback 

from the street (Amended Jan. 10, 2000) 

 

b. Accessory Buildings in the R-1A zone: 

*Street Setback: Each Accessory Building shall have a street setback 

of 35’ (Amended Jan. 10, 2000) 

 

Side:  The minimum side yard shall be three (3) feet. 

 

Rear:  Each accessory building shall have a rear yard of 

        three (3) feet or more. 

 

c. Main Buildings in the R-1B and R-1C zone: 

 

Side:  The minimum side yard shall be five (5) feet and  

        the total width of the two required side yards 

        shall be fifteen (15) feet or more. 

 
Rear:  Each main building shall have a rear yard of  

          twenty-five (25) feet or more. 

 

d. Accessory Buildings in the R-1B and R-1C zone: 

 

Side: The minimum side yard shall be three (3) feet. 

 

Rear: Each accessory building shall have a rear yard of 

           three (3) feet or more. 

 

**e. Fence regulations in the R-1, R1-B and R1-C Zones: 

 

1. All fences may be erected to within one inch of the property 

line except that a fence or wall must be two feet from any 

sidewalk, alley or public right-of-way. 

2. All fences closer to the front lot line than a point even with 

the front of the main structure shall have a maximum height of 

four feet. 

3. All fences closer to the front lot line than a point even with 

the front of the main structure shall be at least thirty percent 

(30%) open space. 

4. See Sec. 24-22 for corner lots. 

 

  

((****AAmmeennddeedd  MMaayy  2222,,  22000000))  
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SSeecc..  2244--2211..  HHeeiigghhtt  RReegguullaattiioonnss..      

 
Buildings in the R-1 Single Family Residential District may be 

erected up to two and one-half (2 1/2) stories and thirty-five 35 

feet in height, except that: 

 

a. Public utility structures, church spires, belfries, cupolas, 

water towers, chimneys, flues, television antennae and radio aerials 

are exempt.  Parapet walls may be to four (4) feet above the height 

of the building on which the walls rest. 

 

b. No accessory building which is within ten (10) feet of any part 

of a lot line shall be more than one story high.  All accessory 

buildings shall be less than the main buildings in height. 

 

Sec. 24-22. Special Provisions for Corner Lots:   
 

The following provisions shall apply to corner lots in the R-1 

Single-Family Residential District: 

 

a. Of the two sides of a corner lot the front shall be deemed to be 

the shortest of the two sides fronting on streets with frontage 

setback line, side yard and rear yard requirements to be 

determined accordingly. 

 

b. The side yard on the side facing the side street shall be ten 

(10) feet or more for both main and accessory building.  

Television antennas, including satellite dish antennas, and 

other types of communications antennas and/or towers and similar 

structures shall not be closer to the side street than the 

minimum side yard line or the portion of the main structure, not 

including porches, nearest to the side street, whichever is the 

greatest distance. 

 

**c. All fences in side yard exceeding four feet in height closer to 

the side street than the main structure shall require a special 

use permit, as set our in Article XV, from the Town Council.  

All property owners contiguous to the applicant’s property or 

immediately across any street abutting the applicant’s property 

shall be notified of the public hearing by certified mail mailed 

at least ten (10) days prior to the public hearing to the last 

known address as shown on the Town’s Real Estate tax records. 

 (**Amended 5/22/00) 
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Article IV. R-2 Multi-Family Residential District 
 

Sec. 24-23. Statement of Intent.   
 

The R-2 Multi-Family Residential district is composed of certain 

quiet residential areas plus certain open areas. The regulations for 

this district are designed to stabilize and protect the essential 

characteristics of the district, to promote and encourage a suitable 

environment for family life where there are children.  To these ends 

development is of a relatively high concentration and permitted uses 

include multiple-unit dwellings and apartments.  This district is 

basically residential in character. It is the further intent of this 

district to promote economical and efficient land use, appropriate 

and harmonious variety in physical development, creative design, and 

a better environment, as recommended by the Onancock Town Plan, by 

providing for clustering of townhouse, garden style, and multi-family 

apartment dwelling units through open space designation. 

     

Sec. 24-24. Principal Permitted Uses and Structures.   
 

a. Townhouse dwellings. 

 

b. Garden Style dwellings. 

 

c. Multi-Family Apartment dwellings. 

 

d. Accessory buildings. 

 

e. Home Occupations, provided that: 

 

 1. No person other than members of the family residing on the 

premises shall be engaged in such occupation. 

 

 2. The use of the dwelling unit for the home occupation shall 

be clearly incidental and subordinate to its use for residential 

purposes by its occupants, and not more than twenty-five (25) 

percent of the floor area of the dwelling unit or twenty-five 

(25) percent of said floor area if conducted in an accessory 

building, shall be used in the conduct of the home occupation. 

  

  3. There shall be no change in the outside appearance of the 

building or premises, or other visible evidence of the conduct 

of such home occupation other than one sign, not exceeding four 

(4) square feet in area, non-illuminated. 

 

 4. There shall be no sales to the general public other than 

items handcrafted or improved on the premises. Items purchased 

for resale on the premises are considered retail business and 

not allowed as a home occupation.  
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 5. No traffic shall be generated by such home occupation in 

greater volumes than would normally be expected in a residential 

neighborhood, and any need for parking generated by the conduct 

of such home occupation shall be met off the street and other 

than in the front yard. 

 

6. No equipment or process shall be used in such home 

occupation which creates noise, vibration, glare, fumes, odors, 

or electrical interference detectable to the normal senses off 

the lot, if the occupation is conducted in a single-family 

dwelling, or outside the dwelling unit if conducted in other 

than a single-family dwelling.  In the case of the electrical 

interference, no equipment or process shall be used which 

creates visual or audible interference in any radio or 

televisions receivers off the premises, or causes fluctuations 

in line voltage off the premises.   

 

f. Public utilities: poles, distribution lines, distribution 

transformers, pipes, meters, and other facilities necessary for 

the provision and maintenance of public utilities, including 

water and sewerage facilities.  Transmission lines, transmission 

towers, and electrical substations are not deemed necessary 

facilities under this section. 

 

Sec. 24-25. Area Regulations.   

  

The following area regulations shall apply in the R-2 Multi-Family 

Residential District: 

 

a. Townhouse Dwellings: 

 

For residential lots, the minimum lot area shall be sixteen 

thousand (16,000) square feet.  

 

b. Multi-Family Apartment Dwellings: 

 

For residential lots containing or intending to contain a multi-

family apartment dwelling with six dwelling units, the minimum 

lot area shall be twenty thousand (20,000) square feet. 

 

Sec. 24-26. Setback Regulations.   
 

The following setback regulations shall apply in the R-2 Multi-Family 

Residential District: 

 

a. Buildings shall be located thirty-five (35) feet or more from 

any street right of way.  When a structure is to be built in an 

area where there are existing structures, the minimum setback 

may be waived by the zoning administrator to allow the setback 
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line to be the average setback of the structures fronting on 

either side.  

 

b. Accessory Buildings shall be located thirty-five (35) feet or 

more from any street right of way. When a structure is to be 

built in an area where there are existing structures, the 

minimum setback may be waived by the zoning administrator to 

allow the setback line to be the average setback of the 

structures fronting on either side. 

  

Sec.24-27. Frontage Regulations.   
 

The following frontage regulations shall apply in the R-2 Multi-

Family Residential District: 

 

a. Townhouse Dwellings: 

 

 For town house dwellings with four dwelling units there shall be 

a minimum lot width at the setback line of one hundred (100) 

feet and a minimum frontage on a public street of one hundred 

(100) feet.  All lots shall front on a public street to be used 

for any uses permitted in this district. 

 

b. Multi-Family Apartment Dwellings: 

For multi-family apartment dwellings with six dwelling units 

there shall be a minimum lot width at the setback line of one 

hundred and twenty (120) feet and a minimum frontage on a public 

street of one hundred and twenty (120) feet.  All lots shall 

front on a public street to be used for any uses permitted in 

this district. 

 

Sec. 24-28. Yard Regulations. 
 

The following yard regulations shall apply in the R-2 Multi-Family 

Residential District: 

 

a. Main Buildings: 

 

 Side: The minimum side yard shall be ten (10) feet and the 

total width of the two required side yards shall be twenty-five 

(25) feet or more. 

 

Rear: Each main building shall have a rear yard of twenty-

five (25) feet or more. 

 

*”Buildings”: Each Main Building shall have a setback from the 

street 35’ (*Amended Jan. 10, 2000) 

 

b. Accessory Buildings: 

Side: The minimum side yard shall be three (3) feet. 
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Rear: Each accessory building shall have a rear yard of 

three (3) feet or more. 

 

**c. Fence Regulations: 

1. All fences may be erected to within inch of the property line 

except that a fence or wall must be two feet from any sidewalk, 

alley or public right-of-way. 

2. All fences closer to the front lot line than a point even with 

the front of the main structure shall have a maximum height of 

four feet. 

3. All fences closer to the front lot line than a point even with 

the front of the main structure shall be at least thirty 

percent (30%) open space. 

4. See Sec. 24-30 for corner lots. 

(**Amended 5/22/00) 

 

Sec. 24-29. Height Regulations.   
 

Buildings in the R-2 Multi Residential District may be erected up to 

two and one-half (2 1/2) stories and thirty-five 35 feet in height, 

except that: 

 

a. Public utility structures, church spires, belfries, cupolas, 

monuments, water towers, chimneys, flues, flag poles, television 

antennae and radio aerials are exempt.  Parapet walls may be to 

four (4) feet above the height of the building on which the 

walls rest. 

 

b. No accessory building which is within ten (10) feet of any part 

of a lot line shall be more than one story high.  All accessory 

buildings shall be less that the main buildings in height. 

 

Sec. 24-30 Special Provisions for Corner Lots.   
 

The following provisions shall apply to corner lots in the R-2 Multi 

Residential District: 

 

a. Of the two sides of a corner lot the front shall be deemed to be 

the shortest of the two sides fronting on streets with frontage 

setback line, side yard and rear yard requirements to be 

determined accordingly. 

 

c. The side yard on the side facing the side street shall be ten 

(10) feet or more for both main and accessory building.  

Television antennas, including satellite dish antennas, and 

other types of communications antennas and/or towers and similar 

structures shall not be closer to the side street than the 

minimum side yard line or the portion of the main structure, not 

including porches, nearest to the side street, whichever is the 

greatest distance. 
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**c. All fences in the side yard exceeding four feet in height closer 

to the side street than the main structure shall require a 

special use permit, as set out in Article XV, from the Town 

Council.  All property owners contiguous to the applicant’s 

property or immediately across any street abutting the 

applicant’s property shall be notified of the public hearing by 

certified mail mailed at least ten (10) days prior to the public 

hearing to the last known address as shown on the Town’s Real 

Estate tax records. 

(**Amended 5/22/00) 
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Article V. Business, Downtown, B-1 
  

Sec. 24-31. Statement of Intent.   
 

This district is intended to provide for the conduct of limited 

business which provide convenience, goods and services to town 

residents and those people living in close proximity to the town. 

 

 

Sec. 24-32. Principal Permitted Uses and Structures.   
 

The following uses shall be permitted by rights: 

 

a. Accessory buildings. 

 

b. Professional and business offices. 

 

c. Banks and lending institutions. 

 

d. Theaters 

 

e. Restaurants. 

 

f. Signs as permitted under Article XI herein. 

 

g. Retail service stores such as, but not limited to, barber shops, 

beauty parlors and shoe repair shops. 

 

h. Stores for retail sales such as, but not limited to: dry goods, 

pharmaceuticals, gifts, general merchandise, food and food 

products of any kind including production of bakery goods for 

retail sale in the same establishment, hardware, office supplies 

and similar retail establishments.  

 

i. Public utilities: Poles distribution lines, distribution 

transformers, pipes, meters, and other facilities necessary for 

the provision and maintenance of public utilities, including 

water and sewage facilities.  Transmission lines, transmission 

towers, and electrical substations are not deemed necessary 

facilities under this section. 

 

j. Virginia ABC Stores. 

 

k. Libraries. 

 

l. Exercise gyms. 
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Sec. 24-33. Special Exceptions.   

 

The following uses shall be permitted in Business, Local B-1 

District, subject to all the other requirements of this ordinance, 

only upon the obtaining of a Special Use Permit as defined in Article 

XV, from the Town Council. 

 

a. Clubs and lodges. 

 

b. Churches. 

 

d. Apartments on floors above the ground floor with occupants to 

use off-street parking.  

 

e. Public billiard parlors, poolrooms, dance studios and similar 

forms of public amusement. 

 

f. Hotels – Amended 2/24-03 

 

g. Open Air Produce and Arts and Crafts Markets. (Amended February 

22, 2010.) 

 

Sec. 24-34. Area Regulations. 
 

None 

  

 

Sec. 24-35 Setback Regulations. 
 

None 

  

Sec. 24-36 Frontage and Yard Regulations. 
 

None 

  

Sec. 24-37. Height Regulations. 
 

a. Buildings may be erected to a height not to exceed two and one-

half stories or 35 feet. 

 

b. Public utility structures, church spires, belfries, cupolas, 

monuments, water towers, chimneys, flues, flag poles, television 

antennae and radio aerials are exempt.  Parapet walls may be to 

4 feet above the height of the building on which the walls rest. 

 

c. No accessory building may be more than one and one-half stories 

in height. 
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Article VI. Business, Highway, B-2 
 

Sec. 24-38. Statement of Intent.   
 

It is the intent of this district to provide appropriate locations 

for a broad range of commercial activities which are characterized by 

heavy truck and vehicle traffic and occasional nuisance factor and 

which are highway oriented.  

 

Sec. 24-39. Principal Permitted Uses and Structures.   
 

The following uses and structures shall be permitted by right subject 

to other provisions herein: 

 

a. All permitted uses in B-1. 

 

b. Supermarkets. 

 

c. Churches 

 

d. Automobile service stations, with repairs under cover. 

 

e.  Wholesale and retail plumbing and electrical supply, with storage 

under cover. 

 

f. Marine sales and service, with repairs under cover. 

 

g. Machinery sales and services, with repairs under cover.  
 

h. Car washes. 

 

i. Funeral homes. 

 

j. Hospitals and medical clinics. 

 

k. Lumber and building supply, with storage under cover. 

 

l.   Print shops. 

 

m. Signs, as permitted under Article XI, Sec. 24-44. 

 

n.  Clubs and lodges. 

 

o.  Apartments on floors above the ground floor, owner occupied 

only, with occupants to use off-street parking. For the purposes 

of this provision, owner is defined as the owner of the 

premises, or the owner of the business located on the premises, 

or an employee of the business located on the premises. 
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p.  Exercise gyms. 

 

Sec. 24.40. Special Exceptions.  
 

The following uses shall be permitted in Business, Highway, B-2 

District, subject to all other requirements of this ordinance, only 

upon the obtaining of a Special Use Permit as defined in Article XV, 

from the Town Council. 

 
a. Public billiard parlors, poolrooms, dance studios and similar 

forms of public amusement. 

b. Inns (**Amended June 24, 2002) 
 

Sec. 24-41. Setback Regulations.   
 

Buildings shall be located forty-five (45) feet or more from any 

street right of way. When a structure is to be built in an area where 

there are existing structures, the minimum setback may be waived to 

allow the setback line to be the average setback of the structures 

fronting on either side.  

   

Sec. 24-42. Frontage and Yard Regulations.   
 

For permitted uses the minimum side yard shall be ten (10) feet and 

off-street parking shall be in accordance with the provisions 

contained Article XII. 

 

 *Main Buildings” shall have a ten (10’) feet rear yard setback 

(*Amended Jan. 10, 2000) 

 

 *Accessory Buildings” shall have a ten (10’) feet rear yard 

setback (Amended Jan. 10, 2000) 

 

Sec. 24-43. Height Regulations.   
 

Buildings may be erected up to a height of 35 feet except that: 

a. Buildings may be erected to a height of more than 35 feet 

provided that both required side yards setbacks are increased 

one foot for each foot in height by which the building exceeds 

35 feet. In no case shall the building height exceed 60 feet. 

(Adopted March 27, 2006) 

a. Public utility structures, church spires, belfries, cupolas, 

monuments, water towers, chimneys, flues, flag poles, television 

antennae and radio aerials are exempt.  Parapet walls may be to 

4 feet above the height of the building on which the walls rest. 

b. No accessory building shall be more than one and one-half 

stories high. 
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SSeecc..  2244--4444..  SSiiggnnaaggee  RReegguullaattiioonnss.   

 
Up to one hundred (100) square feet of signage shall be 

permitted by right only on the specific premises where the 

business is located, subject to other applicable provisions of 

Article XI. A special use permit shall be required for signage 

over one hundred square feet. The Zoning Administrator shall be 

required to approve or disapprove the issuance of such permit.  
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Article VII. Business Waterfront, BW 
 

Sec. 24-45. Statement of Intent.   
 

Certain types of commercial activities either require waterfront 

location, or are enhanced by such location. The purpose of this 

District is to provide a multi-use district allowing compatible and 

complementary water-dependent businesses.  Certain limitations may be 

imposed to protect residential desirability of adjacent neighborhoods 

and enhance the Town's tidal water resources. As a general rule, uses 

which do not require waterfront locations, are not permitted in the 

BW District.  

 

Sec. 24-46 Principal Permitted Uses and Structures: 
 

Other requirements of this ordinance as a matter of right in 

Business-Waterfront District (BW). 

 

a. Marinas and yacht clubs, and servicing facilities for the same, 

including boat storage, fueling and repair of watercraft. 

 

b. Marine sales and services. 

 

c. Retail shops and outlets in seafood; marine related equipment 

and repairs. 

 

d.  Facilities for the landing, storage, and shipment of seafood and 

shellfish. Specifically those activities conducted by local 

waterman. 

 

e. Boat ramps, dock, piers and related facilities. 

 

f. Waterborne commerce, including docks and areas for the receipt, 

temporary storage, trans-shipment and freighting of waterborne 

commerce. 

 

g. Recreational activities primarily conducted on a waterfront 

provided that such uses shall be contiguous to a waterfront. 

 

h.  Bulk storage and freighting of petroleum. 

 

i.  Signs as permitted in Article IX. 

 

j. Public utilities: poles, lines, transformers, pipes, meters and 

similar facilities; water and sewer distribution lines. 
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SSeecc..  2244--4477..  SSppeecciiaall  EExxcceeppttiioonnss..  
 

The following uses shall be permitted in Business-Waterfront District 

(BW), subject to all the other requirements of this ordinance, only 

upon the obtaining of a Special Use Permit from the Town Council.  

 

a.  Boat building. 

 

b.  Motels, hotels, inns and bed and breakfast type inns. 

 

c. Office buildings. 

 

d. Restaurants and soda fountains; restaurants in motels, hotels 

and inns. 

 

e.  Gift stores and specialty shops; retail business; gift stores, 

specialty shops and retail businesses in motels, hotels and 

inns. 

 

f. Residential apartments above stores and offices. This shall 

exclude condominiums as defined in Title 55, Chapter 4.2 of the 

Code of Virginia. 

 

g. Libraries and museums. 

 

Sec. 24-48. Setback Regulations.  
 

Structures shall be located five (5) feet or more from any street 

right-of-way. 

 

Sec. 24-49. Height Regulations.  
 

Buildings may be erected up to thirty-five (35) feet or two and one-

half stories high except that: 

 

a.  Accessory buildings shall be limited to one and one-half stories 

high. 

 

b. Public utility structures, belfries, cupolas, monuments, water 

towers, chimneys, flues, flagpoles, residential television antennae 

and residential radio aerials are exempt.  Parapet walls may be up to 

four (4) feet above the height of the building on which the walls 

rest. 
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Sec. 24-50. Supplemental Regulations.   
 

a.  No activity which involves the use or handling of any noxious 

materials (any materials which are injurious to health upon 

casual human exposure without protective clothing or other 

protective equipment), no materials which have an offensive 

odor, no waste and waste-related material, including materials 

for recycling, and no radioactive materials shall be permitted 

in this District. 

 

b.  For permitted uses requiring an inventory of materials for on-

site construction or repair, such materials shall be stored 

under cover. 
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Article VIII.  Parks and Open Spaces, POS 
  

Sec. 24-51. Statement of Intent. 
 

The Parks and Open Spaces District is composed of several areas used 

as public parks, public recreation facilities, and open spaces.  The 

regulations for this district are designed to enhance the aesthetic 

appeal of Onancock, to promote the public health of residents, and to 

provide public recreation facilities. 

 

SSeecc..  2244--5522..  PPrriinncciippaall  PPeerrmmiitttteedd  UUsseess.. 
 

The following uses shall be permitted subject to all other 

requirements of this ordinance as a matter of right in the Parks and 

Open Spaces District: 

 

a. Open un-developed spaces. 

b. Publicly owned Parks and Recreational Facilities. 

 

SSeecc..  2244--5533..  SSppeecciiaall  EExxcceeppttiioonnss. 
 

The following uses shall be permitted in the Parks and Open Spaces 

District subject to all other requirements of this ordinance only 

upon the obtaining of a Special Use Permit from the Onancock Town 

Council: 

 

a. Public or Private Fair or Carnival Facilities operated for or by 

a charity or non-profit organization. 

 

b. Private recreational facilities. 

 

SSeecc..  2244--5544..  SSeettbbaacckk  RReegguullaattiioonnss..  
 

The following setback regulations shall apply in the Parks a 

Open Spaces District: 

 

a. Buildings shall be located thirty-five (35) feet or more any 

street right of way. 

 

b. Accessory Buildings shall be located thirty-five (35) feet or 

more from any street right of way. 

 

SSeecc..  2244--5555..  HHeeiigghhtt  RReegguullaattiioonnss..  
 

Buildings in the Parks and Open Spaces District may be erected up to 

two and one-half (2 1/2) stories and thirty-five feet (35) in height. 
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AARRTTIICCLLEE  IIXX..  

CCUULLTTUURRAALL,,  RREECCRREEAATTIIOONNAALL  AANNDD  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  FFAACCIILLIITTIIEESS  ZZOONNIINNGG  

 
SSeecc..  2244--5566..  SSttaatteemmeenntt  ooff  IInntteenntt..  

 
The Cultural, Recreational and Community Facilities Zoning 

District is composed of areas within the Town of Onancock which 

are deemed to be appropriate locations for such uses.  The 

regulations for this district are designed to facilitate the 

provision of space for cultural expression, educational 

opportunities, recreational activities and other social and 

community uses. 

 
Sec. 24-57. Permitted Uses. 

 
a. Facilities for cultural, recreational, social and 

community uses such as, but not limited to, practice, 

performance and display of the visual and performing 

arts, educational activities, recreation and physical 

fitness activities, meetings, conferences and other 

community or social gatherings. 

 
b. Commercial sales and marketing activities associated with 

the above uses, including, but not limited to, art 

galleries and shows, open houses, fundraisers, and 

performance and event ticket sales and registration. 

 
c. Outdoor recreational uses, including, but not limited to, 

sports fields and courts, playgrounds, walking, biking 

and fitness trails, picnic facilities and facilities for 

temporary outdoor uses such as sports tournaments, art 

shows, festivals, weddings or other organized gatherings.   

 
d. Administrative offices, facilities and activities 

customarily associated with operation of the permitted 

uses. 

 
Sec. 24-58. Setback Regulations. 

 
a. Buildings shall be located thirty-five (35) feet or more 

from any street right-of-way. 

 
b. Accessory Buildings shall be located thirty-five (35) 

feet or more from any street right-of-way. 
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Sec. 24-59. Height Regulations. 

 
Buildings may be erected up to two and one-half (2 ½) stories 

and thirty-five (35) feet in height. 
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AArrttiiccllee  XX..  HHiissttoorriiccaall  DDiissttrriicctt  OOvveerrllaayy  
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Article XI. CHESAPEAKE BAY PRESERVATION AREA OVERLAY 

DISTRICT 
 

GENERAL PROVISIONS  
 

Sec. 24-60. Title.  
 

This district shall be known and referenced as the "Chesapeake 

Bay Preservation Area Overlay District" of the Town of Onancock, 

Virginia. 

 

Sec. 24-61. Findings of Fact 
 

The Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries constitute one of the 

most important and productive estuarine systems in the world, 

providing economic and social benefits to the citizens of the 

Town of Onancock and the Commonwealth of Virginia. The health of 

the Bay is vital to maintaining the Town of Onancock's economy 

and the welfare of its citizens. 

 

The Chesapeake Bay waters have been degraded significantly by 

many sources of pollution, including nonpoint source pollution 

from land uses and development. Existing high quality waters are 

worthy of protection from degradation to guard against further 

pollution. Certain lands that are proximate to shorelines have 

intrinsic water quality value due to the ecological and 

biological processes they perform. Other lands have severe 

development constraints from flooding, erosion and soil 

limitations. With proper management, they offer significant 

ecological benefits by providing water quality maintenance and 

pollution control, as well as flood and shoreline erosion 

control. These lands together, designated by the Onancock Town 

Council as Chesapeake Bay Preservations Areas (hereinafter 

"CBPAs"), which include Resource Protection Areas (hereinafter 

"RPAs") and Resource Management Areas (hereinafter "RMAs"), need 

to be protected from destruction and damage in order to protect 

the quality of water in the Bay and consequently the quality of 

life in the Town of Onancock and the Commonwealth of Virginia. 

 

Sec. 24-62. Authority. 
 

This Article is enacted under the authority of Chapter 10.1-2100 

et seq, (The Chesapeake Bay Preservation Act) of the Code of 

Virginia. 

  

Sec. 24-63. Intent. 
 

The designation of any area as a Chesapeake Bay Preservation 

Area shall be in addition to, and not in lieu of, the zoning 
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district classification of such area, such that any parcel of 

land situated within a Chesapeake Bay Preservation Area shall 

also lie in one or more of the zoning districts established 

pursuant to Article II of the Zoning Ordinance in the Town Code 

and shall be subject to all applicable provisions of this 

section of the Zoning Ordinance and, in addition, all other 

sections of the Town Zoning Ordinance in the Town Code. 

 

Sec. 24-64. Definitions. 
 

The following words and terms used in the Overlay district have 

the following meanings, unless the context clearly indicates 

otherwise. Words and terms not defined in this section, but 

defined in Article II of this chapter shall be given the 

meanings set forth therein. 

 

"Agricultural lands" means those lands for the planting and 

harvesting of crops or plant growth of any kind in the open; 

pasture; horticulture; dairying; floriculture; or raising of 

poultry and/or livestock. 

 

"Best Management Practices" or "BMPs" means a practice, or a 

combination of practices, that is determined by a state or 

designated area-wide planning agency to be the most effective, 

practical means of preventing or reducing the amount of 

pollution generated by nonpoint sources to a level compatible 

with water quality goals. 

 

"Buffer area" means an area of natural or established vegetation 

managed to protect other components of a Resource Protection 

Area and state waters from significant degradation due to land 

disturbances. 

 

"Chesapeake Bay Preservation Area" or "CBPA" means any land 

designated by the Town of Onancock pursuant to Part III of the 

Chesapeake Bay Preservation Area Designation and Management 

Regulations, 9VAC 10-20-70 et seq., and Chapter 10.1-2107 of the 

Code of Virginia. A Chesapeake Bay Preservation Area shall 

consist of a Resource Protection Area and a Resource Management 

Area. 

 

"Construction footprint" means the area of all impervious 

surface created by development or redevelopment of land, 

including, but not limited to, buildings, roads, drives, parking 

areas and sidewalks, and any other land disturbed for the 

construction of such improvements. This definition shall not 

include construction access ways and staging areas for minor 

projects where such access ways and areas do not result in land 

disturbance. 
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"Development" means the construction or installation of any 

improvement upon a parcel of land, or any land disturbance 

associated therewith. 

 

"Diameter at breast height" or "DBH" means the diameter of a 

tree measured outside the bark at a point 4.5 Feet above ground. 

 

"Drip line" means an imaginary perpendicular line extending 

downward from the outermost tips of the branches of a tree to 

the ground. 

 

"Impervious cover" means a surface composed of any material 

which significantly impedes or prevents natural infiltration of 

water into the soil, including, but not limited to, buildings 

and other structures and the components thereof; concrete, 

asphalt or compacted gravel surface. 

 

"Intensely Developed Areas" or "IDAs" means a portion of a 

Resource Protection Area or a Resource Management Area 

designated by the Town of Onancock where there is existing 

development and infill sites and little of the natural 

environment remains. 

 

"Minor projects" means all changes or alterations to existing 

uses having a construction footprint of less than or equal to 

Twenty-Five Hundred Square Feet (2,500 Sq. Ft.).  

 

"Nonpoint source pollution" means pollution consisting of 

constituents such as sediment, nutrients and organic and toxic 

substances from diffuse sources, such as runoff from agriculture 

and urban land development and use. 

 

"Nontidal wetlands" means those wetlands other than tidal 

wetlands that are inundated or saturated by surface or ground 

water at a frequency and duration sufficient to support, and 

that under normal circumstances do support a prevalence of 

vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil 

conditions. 

 

"Noxious weeds" means weeds that are difficult to control 

effectively, such as Johnson Grass, Kudzu and multiflora rose. 

 

"Plan of Development" means the process for site plan or 

subdivision plat review to endure compliance with Chapter 10.1-

2109 of the Code of Virginia and this section, prior to any 

clearing or grading of a site or the issuance of a building 

permit. 

 

"Redevelopment" means the process of developing land that is or 

has been previously developed. 
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"Resource Management Area" or "RMA" means that component of the 

Chesapeake Bay Preservation Act that is not classified as the 

Resource Protection Area. 

 

"Resource Protection Area” or “RPA” means that component of the 

Chesapeake Bay Preservation Area comprised of lands adjacent to 

water bodies with perennial flow that have an intrinsic water 

quality value due to the ecological and biological processes 

they perform or are sensitive to impacts which may result in 

significant degradation to the quality of sate waters. Resource 

Protection Area" or "RPA" means that component of the Chesapeake 

Bay ct s at  

 

"Tidal shore" or "shore" means land contiguous to a tidal body 

of water between the mean low water level and the mean high 

water level. 

 

"Tidal wetlands' means vegetated and nonvegetated wetlands as 

defined in Chapter 28.2-1300 of the Code of Virginia. 

 

"Water dependent facility,” means a development of land that 

cannot exist outside of the Resource Protection Area and must be 

located on the shoreline by reason of the intrinsic nature of 

its operation. These facilities include, but are not limited to, 

(i) ports; (ii) the intake and outfall structures of power 

plants, water treatment plants, sewage treatment plants and 

storm sewers; (iii) marinas and other boat docking areas; (iv) 

beaches and other public water oriented recreation areas; (v) 

fisheries or other marine resources facilities; and (vi) 

shoreline protection measures as authorized under the provisions 

of the Wetlands Zoning Ordinance. 

 

"Wetlands" means tidal wetlands and nontidal wetlands.  

          

Sec.24-65. Purpose and Intent. 
 

a.   This Ordinance is enacted to implement the requirements of 

Chapter 10.1-2100 et seq. of the Code of Virginia (The 

Chesapeake Bay Preservation Act) as part of the Town of 

Onancock Zoning Ordinance. The intent of the Onancock Town 

Council and the purpose of the Overlay District is to: (1) 

protect existing high quality state waters; (2) restore all 

other state waters to a condition or quality that will 

permit all reasonable public uses and will support the 

propagation and growth of all aquatic life, including game 

fish, which might reasonably be expected to inhabit them; 

and (3) prevent any increase in pollution. 
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b.   This district shall be in addition to and shall overlay all 

other zoning districts where they are applied so that any 

parcel of land lying in the Chesapeake Bay Preservation 

Area Overlay District shall also lie in one or more of the 

other zoning districts provided for by the Zoning 

Ordinance. Unless otherwise stated in the Overlay District, 

the review and approval procedures provided for in the Town 

of Onancock Zoning Ordinance, the local Erosion and 

Sediment Control Ordinance and the Accomack County Building 

Code, including all grading permits and building permits, 

shall be followed in reviewing and approving development, 

redevelopment and uses governed by this section. 

 

 AREAS OF APPLICATION 
 

Sec. 24-66. Application of CBPA District. 
 

a. The Chesapeake Bay Preservation Area Overlay District shall 

apply to all lands identified as CBPAs as designated by the 

Onancock Town Council and as shown on the Town of Onancock 

Zoning Map as the Chesapeake Bay Preservation Area Overlay 

District. The Chesapeake Bay Preservation Area Overlay 

District is composed of a Resource Protection Area, a 

Resource Management Area and an Intensely Developed Area. 

 

1. Resource Protection Areas include the following land 

categories, the protection of which is necessary to 

protect the quality of state waters: 

 

a. Tidal wetlands. 

 

b. Nontidal wetlands connected by surface flow and 

contiguous to tidal wetlands or water bodies with 

perennial flow. 

 

c . Tidal shores. 

 

d. A One Hundred Foot (100 Ft.) vegetated buffer area 

located adjacent to and landward of the components 

listed in subsections a. through c. above, and along 

both sides of any water bodies with perennial flow. 

 

b.  The Town of Onancock Zoning Map shows the general location 

of CBPAs and should be consulted by persons contemplating 

activities within the Town of Onancock prior to engaging in 

a regulated activity. 

 

c.  Portions of Resource Protection Areas and Resource 

Management Areas designated by the Onancock Town Council as 

Intensely Developed Areas shall serve as redevelopment 
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areas. Areas so designated shall comply with all erosion 

and sediment control requirements and the performance 

standards in Sec. 24-67. 

 

Sec. 24-67. Interpretation of Resource Protection Area 

Boundaries. 
       

a.   Delineation by the Applicant. 

 

The site specific boundaries of the Resource Protection 

Area shall be determined by the applicant through the plan 

of development process as outlined under Section 24-72 of 

this Article or through a Water Quality Impact Assessment 

as required under Section 24-68 of this Article, and 

subject to approval by the Zoning Administrator. 

 

b.   Any site-specific RPA boundary delineation is to be 

based on field conditions as required by the Planning 

Commission. 

 

The Zoning Administrator, when requested by an applicant 

wishing to construct a single-family residence or other 

structure permitted as a matter of right in an R-l 

District, may perform the delineation. The Zoning 

Administrator may use hydrology, soils, plant species and 

other data, and consult other appropriate resources as 

needed to perform the delineation. 

 

c.   Where Conflict Arises Over Delineation. 

 

Where the applicant has provided a site-specific 

delineation of the RPA, the Zoning Administrator will 

verify the accuracy of the boundary delineation. In 

determining the site-specific RPA boundary, the Zoning 

Administrator may render adjustments to the applicant's 

boundary delineation. In the event the adjusted boundary 

delineation is contested by the applicant, the applicant 

may seek relief in accordance with the provisions of Sec. 

24-65, Appeals, of this Ordinance. 

 

 

Sec. 24-68. Use Regulations. 
 

Permitted uses, special permit uses, accessory uses and special 

requirements shall be as established by the underlying zoning 

district, unless specifically modified by the requirements set 

forth herein. 
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Sec. 24-69. Required Conditions. 
 

a.  Development in RPAs may be allowed only if it: (1) is water 

dependent; or (2) constitutes redevelopment; or (3) 

constitutes development or redevelopment within the 

Intensely Developed Area. 

 

1.   A new or expanded water-dependent facility may be 

allowed provided that: 

 

a. It complies with the performance criteria set forth 

in Sec. 24-67 of this article. 

 

b. Any non-water-dependent component is located 

outside of Resource Protection Areas. 

 

c. Access will be provided with the minimum 

disturbance necessary. Where possible, a single point 

of access will be provided. 

 

d. It does not conflict with the comprehensive plan. 

 

2. Redevelopment outside of the Town’s designated IDA shall 
be permitted within the RPA only if there is no increase 

In the amount of impervious cover, no further 

encroachment into the RPA and it conforms to the 

performance criteria set forth in sec. 24-67 of this 

ordinance. 

 

b.   A water quality impact assessment shall be required for any 

proposed development, redevelopment or land disturbance 

within RPAs and for any development within RMAs when 

required by the Zoning Administrator because of the unique 

characteristics of the site or intensity of development, in 

accordance with the provisions of Sec. 24-68, Water Quality 

Assessment, of this article. 

 

c. All development and redevelopment exceeding 2,500 Square 

Feet of land disturbance shall be subject to a plan of 

development process in accordance with Plan of Development 

Requirements of this article of the Zoning Ordinance, 

including the approval of a site plan in accordance with 

the provisions of Site Plan, or a subdivision plat in 

accordance with the Subdivision Ordinance of the Town of 

Onancock. 

 

Sec. 24-70. Performance Standards. 
 

a.   Purpose and Intent. The performance standards establish the 

means to minimize erosion and sedimentation potential 
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reduce land application of nutrients and toxins and 

maximize rainwater infiltration. Natural ground cover, 

especially woody vegetation, is most effective in holding 

soil in place and preventing site erosion. Indigenous 

vegetation, with its adaptability to local conditions 

without the use of harmful fertilizers or pesticides, 

filters storm water runoff. Minimizing impervious cover 

enhances rainwater infiltration and effectively reduces 

storm water runoff potential. 

 

 The purpose and intent of these requirements are also to 

implement the following objectives: prevent a net increase 

in nonpoint source pollution from new development; achieve 

a Ten Percent (10%) reduction in nonpoint source pollution 

from redevelopment; and achieve a Forty Percent (40%) 

reduction in nonpoint source pollution from agricultural 

uses. 

 

b. General Performance Standards for Development and 

Redevelopment. 

 

1.  Land disturbance shall be limited to the area necessary 

to provide for the proposed use or development. 

 

a. In accordance with an approved site plan, the 

limits of land disturbance, including clearing or 

grading, shall be strictly defined by the construction 

footprint. These limits shall be clearly shown on 

submitted plans and physically marked on the 

development site. 

 

b. Impervious cover shall be minimized consistent with 

the proposed use or type of development. 

 

c. Ingress and egress during construction shall be 

limited to one access point, unless otherwise approved 

by the Zoning Administrator. 

 

2.  Indigenous vegetation shall be preserved to the maximum 

extent practicable, consistent with the use or 

development allowed and in accordance with the 

Virginia Erosion and Sediment Control Handbook. 

 

a. Existing trees over Six Inches (6 In.) in diameter 

at breast height (DBH) shall be preserved outside the 

construction footprint. Diseased trees or trees 

weakened by age, storm, fire or other injury may be 

removed. 
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b. Clearing shall be allowed only to provide necessary 

access, positive site drainage, water quality BMPs and 

the installation of utilities, as approved by the 

Zoning Administrator. 

 

c. Prior to clearing or grading, suitable protective 

barriers, such as safety fencing, shall be erected 

Five Feet (5 Ft.) outside of the drip-line of any tree 

or stand of trees to be preserved. These protective 

barriers shall remain so erected throughout all phases 

of construction. The storage of equipment, materials, 

debris or fill shall not be allowed within the area 

protected by the barrier. 

 

3.  Land development shall minimize impervious cover to 

promote infiltration of storm water into the ground 

consistent with the proposed use or development. 

 

4.  Any development or redevelopment exceeding 2,500 Square 

Feet of land disturbance shall be accomplished through 

a plan of development process, as set forth in Plan of 

Development Requirements of this article of the Zoning 

Ordinance, prior to any clearing or grading of the 

site or the issuance of any building permit, to assure 

compliance with all applicable requirements of this 

article. 

 

5.  Notwithstanding any other provisions of this article or 

exceptions or exemptions thereto, any land disturbing 

activity exceeding 2,500 Square Feet, including 

construction of all single-family houses, septic tanks 

and drain fields, shall comply with the requirements 

of the local erosion and sediment control ordinance. 

 

6.   All onsite sewage disposal systems not requiring a 

Virginia Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 

(VPDES) permit shall be pumped out at least once every 

five (5) years, in accordance with the provisions of 

the Accomack County Health Code. 

 

7.  For any development or redevelopment, storm water 

runoff shall be controlled by the use of best 

management practices consistent with the water quality 

provisions of the Virginia Stormwater Management 

Regulations (4 VAC 3-20-10 et seq.) that achieve the 

following: 

 

a.  For development, the post-development nonpoint 

source pollution runoff load shall not exceed the 
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pre-development load, based on the calculated 

average impervious cover of 34%. 

 

b.  For sites within IDAs or other isolated 

redevelopment sites, the nonpoint source 

pollution load shall be reduced by at least Ten 

Percent (10%). The Zoning Administrator may waive 

or modify this requirement for redevelopment 

sites that originally incorporated best 

management practices for storm water runoff 

quality control, provided the following 

provisions are satisfied: 

 

(i) In no case may the post-development nonpoint 

source pollution runoff load exceed the pre-

development load. 

 

(ii) Runoff pollution loads must have been 

calculated and the BMPs selected for the 

expressed purpose of controlling nonpoint source 

pollution. 

 

(iii) If best management practices are 

structural, evidence shall be provided that 

facilities are currently in good working order 

and performing at the design levels of service. 

The Zoning Administrator may require a review of 

both the original structural design and 

maintenance plans to verify this provision.  A 

new maintenance agreement may be required to 

ensure compliance with this article. 

 

c.  For redevelopment, both the pre and post-

development loadings shall be calculated by the 

same procedures. However, where the design data 

is available, the original post development 

nonpoint source pollution loadings can be 

substituted for the existing development 

loadings. 

 

9.   Prior to initiating grading or other on-site 

activities on any portion of a lot or parcel, all 

wetlands permits required by federal, state and local 

laws and regulations shall be obtained and evidence of 

such submitted to the Zoning Administrator, in 

accordance with Plan of Development Requirements of 

this article of the Zoning Ordinance. 
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c.   Buffer Area Requirements. 

 

To minimize the adverse effects of human activities on the 

other components of Resource Protection Areas, state waters 

and aquatic life, a One Hundred Foot (100 Ft.) buffer area 

of vegetation that is effective in retarding runoff, 

preventing erosion and filtering nonpoint source pollution 

from runoff shall be retained if present and established 

where it does not exist. 

 

The buffer area shall be located adjacent to and landward 

of other RPA components and along both sides of any water 

body with perennial flow. The full buffer area shall be 

designated as the landward component of the RPA. 

 

The One Hundred Foot (100 Ft.) buffer area shall be deemed 

to achieve a Seventy Five Percent (75%) reduction of 

sediments and a Forty Percent (40%) reduction of nutrients.  

 

The buffer area shall be maintained to meet the following 

additional performance standards: 

 

1.   In order to maintain the functional value of the 

buffer area, indigenous vegetation may be removed 

subject to approval by the Zoning Administrator, only 

to provide for reasonable sight lines, access paths, 

general woodlot management and best management 

practices including those that preventing upland 

erosion and concentrated flows of storm water, as 

follows: 

 

a.   Trees may be pruned or removed as necessary to 

provide for sight lines and vistas, provided that 

where removed they shall be replaced with other 

vegetation that is equally effective in retarding 

runoff, preventing erosion and filtering nonpoint 

source pollution from runoff. 

 

b.   Any path shall be constructed and surfaced so as 

to effectively control erosion. 

 

c.   Dead, diseased or dying trees or shrubbery and 

noxious weeds such as Johnson grass, kudzu, and 

multiflora rose and thinning of trees may be 

allowed pursuant to sound horticultural practices 

incorporated into standards adopted by the Town. 

 

d.   For shoreline erosion control projects, trees and 

woody vegetation may be removed, necessary 

control techniques employed and appropriate 
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vegetation established to protect or stabilize 

the shoreline in accordance with the best 

available technical advice and applicable permit 

conditions or requirements.   

 

 2.  When the application of the buffer areas would result 

in the loss of a buildable area on a lot or parcel 

recorded prior to October 1, 1989, the Zoning 

Administrator may permit encroachments into the buffer 

area in accordance with Plan of Development 

Requirements of this article of the Zoning Ordinance 

and the following criteria: 

 

a.   Encroachments into the buffer areas shall be the 

minimum necessary to achieve a reasonable 

buildable area for a principal structure and 

necessary utilities. 

 

b.   Where practicable, a vegetated area that will 

maximize water quality protection, mitigate the 

effects of the buffer encroachment and is equal 

to the area or encroachment into the buffer shall 

established elsewhere on the lot or parcel. 

 

c. The encroachment may not extend into the seaward 

fifty feet of the buffer area. 

 

3.  Redevelopment within IDAs will be exempt from the 

buffer area. 

 

Sec. 24-71. Water Quality Impact Assessment. 
 

a.   The purpose of a water quality impact assessment is to: 

 

1. Identify the potentially adverse impacts of proposed 

development on water quality and lands within 

Chesapeake Bay Preservation Areas. 

 

2.   Ensure that, where development takes place within 

Chesapeake Bay Preservation Areas, it will be located 

on those portions of a site and in a manner that will 

be least disruptive to the natural functions of 

Resource Protection Areas and other sensitive lands. 

 

3.   Specify means to avoid, minimize or mitigate the 

impacts of development for water quality protection. 

 

b.   A water quality impact assessment shall be required: 
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1.   For any land disturbance within a Resource Protection 

Area. 

 

2.   For any buffer area encroachment. 

 

3.   For any variance or exception provided for in Sec. 24-

70 of this ordinance. 

 

4.  The Zoning Administrator may waive the requirement for 

a Water Quality Impact Assessment only for projects 

located outside of the RPA, as the Regulations clearly 

require a WQIA for any land disturbance within a RPA. 

 

5.   Where a water quality impact statement is deemed 

necessary by the Zoning Administrator to evaluate the 

potential impacts of the development upon water 

quality or a Resource Protection Area by reason of the 

unique characteristics of the site or the intensity of 

the proposed use or development. 

 

c.   Contents of a Water Quality Impact Assessment. 

 

The following elements shall be included in a water quality 

assessment unless one or more such elements shall, in the 

judgment of the Zoning Administrator, not be reasonably 

necessary in determining the impact of the proposed 

development. 

 

1.  Location of the components of the RPA, including the 

One Hundred Foot (100 Ft.) RPA buffer. 

 

2.   Location and nature of any proposed encroachments into 

the RPA buffer area, including the type of paving 

material; areas of clearing or grading and the 

location of any structures, driveways and other 

impervious cover. 

 

3.  Type and location of proposed storm water management 

facilities and best management practices necessary to 

comply with performance standards for storm water 

management contained in Sec. 24-67.b.8. 

 

4.  Calculation of pre and post-development pollutant 

loading in accordance with Sec. 24-67.b.8). 

 

5.  Identification and status of any required wetlands 

permits from federal, state or local agencies. 
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6.   An erosion and sediment control plan in accordance 

with the requirements of the local erosion and 

sediment control ordinance. 

 

7.   A narrative describing the site; the impacts of the 

proposed development on topography, soils, hydrology 

and geology; and the measures taken to mitigate 

nonpoint source pollution. 

 

d.   Evaluation Procedure. 

 

1.  Upon the completed review of a water quality impact 

assessment, the Zoning Administrator will determine if 

any proposed modification or reduction to the buffer 

area is consistent with the purpose and intent of this 

article or if the proposed development is consistent 

with the purpose and intent of this article. The 

Zoning Administrator will make a finding based on the 

following criteria in conjunction with Plan of 

Development Requirements: 

 

a.  The necessity of the proposed encroachment into 

the buffer area and the ability to place 

improvements elsewhere on the site to avoid 

disturbance of the buffer area. 

b.  Within any RPA, denial of the proposed development 

would result in the loss of use of a lot or 

parcel of record as of October 1, 1989. 

 

c.   The disturbance of wetlands will be minimized. 

 

d.   Impervious surface is minimized. 

 

e.   The development as proposed meets the purpose and 

intent of this article. 

 

f.   Proposed erosion and sediment control devices are 

adequate to achieve the reductions in runoff and 

prevent off-site sedimentation. 

 

g. Proposed storm water management facilities and 

practices are adequate to control the storm water 

runoff to achieve the required standard for 

pollutant control. 

 

h.   The development will not result in unnecessary 

destruction of plant materials on site. 

 

i.   The cumulative impact of the proposed development 

when considered in relation to other development 



57 

 

in the vicinity, both existing and proposed, will 

not result in a significant degradation of water 

quality. 

 

2.  The Zoning Administrator may request review of the 

water quality impact assessment by the Chesapeake Bay 

Local Assistance Department (CBLAD). Any comments by 

CBLAB will be considered by the Planning Commission 

provided that such comments are provided by CBLAB 

within thirty (30) days of the request. 

 

ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT 
 

Sec 24-72. Exemptions. 
 

a.   Exemptions for Public Utilities, Railroads and Public 

Roads. 

 

1.  Construction, installation, operation and maintenance 

of electric, natural gas and telephone transmission 

lines, cable television, railroads and public roads 

and their appurtenant structures, including sidewalks 

and lighting, in accordance with (i) regulations 

promulgated pursuant to the Erosion and Sediment 

Control Law (Chapter 10.1-560 et seq. of the Code of 

Virginia) and the Storm water Management Act (Chapter 

10.1-603.l et seq. of the Code of Virginia), (ii) an 

erosion and sediment control plan and a storm water 

management plan approved by the Virginia Department of 

Conservation and Recreation, or (iii) local water 

quality protection criteria at least as stringent as 

the above state requirements will be exempt from the 

overlay District requirements. The exemption of public 

roads is further conditioned on the following: 

 

a.  Optimization of the road alignment and design, 

consistent with other applicable requirements, to 

prevent or otherwise minimize encroachment in the 

Resource Protection Area and adverse effects on 

water quality. 

 

b.   Public streets or roads, as defined in Article II 

of the Zoning Ordinance of the Town Code, are 

exempt from Overlay District requirements. 

 

b.   Construction, installation and maintenance of water, sewer 

and natural gas lines owned, permitted or both, by the Town 

of Onancock shall be exempt from the Overlay District, 

provided that: 
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1. To the degree possible, the location of such utilities 

and facilities shall be outside RPAs. 

 

2. No more land shall be disturbed than is necessary to 

provide for the proposed utility installation. 

 

3. All construction, installation and maintenance of such 

utilities and facilities shall be in compliance with all 

applicable state and federal requirements and permits and 

designed and conducted in a manner that protects water 

quality. 

 

4. Any land disturbance exceeding an area of Twenty-Five 

Hundred Square Feet (2,500 Sq. Ft.) complies with all local 

erosion and sediment control requirements. 

 

c.   Exemptions in Resource Protection Areas. 

 

The following land disturbances in Resource Protection Areas may 

be exempted from the Overlay District: (i) water wells, (ii) 

passive recreation facilities such as boardwalks, trails and 

pathways, and (iii) historic preservation and archaeological 

activities they comply with the following conditions: 

 

1.   Any required permits, except those to which this 

exemption specifically applies, shall have been 

issued. 

 

2.   Sufficient and reasonable proof are submitted that the 

intended use will not substantially deteriorate water 

quality. 

 

3.   The intended use does not conflict with nearby planned 

or approved uses. 

 

4.   Any land disturbances exceeding an area of 2,500 

Square Feet shall comply with all local erosion and 

sediment control requirements. 

 

e.   Exemptions for Reconstruction Following Casualty Loss. 

 

Reconstruction of structures and other improvements located 

within Chesapeake Bay Preservation Areas following a 

casualty loss shall be exempt from the requirements of this 

article, provided that: 

 

1.   The structure or other improvement existed on April 

26, 1993. 
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2.   Reconstruction is not otherwise prohibited by an 

ordinance of the Town of Onancock. 

 

Sec 24-73. Nonconforming Use and Development Waivers. 
 

The lawful use of a building or structure which existed on April 

26, 1993 or which exists at the time of any amendment to this 

article, and which is not in conformity with the provisions of 

the Overlay District may be continued in accordance with Chapter 

23, Article XIII, Nonconforming Uses, of this Ordinance with the 

exception that: 

 

a.   The Zoning Administrator may grant a nonconforming use and 

development waiver for structures on legal nonconforming 

lots or parcels to provide for remodeling and alterations 

to such nonconforming structures, provided that: 

 

1. There will be no increase in nonpoint source pollution 

load. 

 

2. Any development or land disturbance exceeding an area 

of 2,500 Square Feet complies with all erosion and 

sediment control requirements of this article. 

 

3. An application for the expansion of a nonconforming 

principal structure within a Resource Protection Area 

may be approved by the Zoning Administrator provided 

that the following findings are made: 

 

a. The request for the waiver is the minimum 

necessary to afford relief: 

b. Granting the waiver will not confer upon the 

applicant any specific privileges that are denied 

by this Article to other property owners in 

similar situation: 

c. The waiver is in harmony with the purpose and 

intent of this Article and does not result in 

water quality degradation. 

d. The waiver is not based on conditions or 

circumstances that are self-created or self-

imposed. 

e. In no case shall this provision apply to 

accessory structures. 

 

b.   An application for a nonconforming use and development 

waiver shall be made to and upon forms furnished by the 

Zoning Administrator and shall include for the purpose of 

proper enforcement of this article, the following 

information: 
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1.   Name and address of applicant and property owner. 

 

2.   Legal description of the property and type of proposed 

use and development. 

 

3.   A sketch of the dimensions of the lot or parcel, 

location of buildings and proposed additions relative 

to the lot lines and boundary of the Resource 

Protection Area. 

 

4.   Location and description of any existing private water 

supply or sewage system. 

 

c.   A non-conforming use and development waiver shall become 

null and void twelve (12) months from the date issued if no 

substantial work has commenced. 

 

Sec. 24-74. Exceptions 
 

a. A request for an exception to the requirements of 

Sections 24-65 and 24-66.c this Overlay District shall 

be made in writing to the Planning Commission. It shall 

identify the impacts of the proposed exception on water 

quality and on lands within the RPA through the 

performance of a water quality impact assessment, which 

complies with the provisions of Sec. 24-68 if required 

by the Zoning Administrator. 

b. The Town of Onancock shall notify the affected public of 

any such exception requests and shall consider these 

requests in a public hearing in accordance with § 15.2-

2204 of the Code of Virginia, except that only one 

hearing shall be required. 

c.  The Planning Commission shall review the request for an 

exception and the water quality impact assessment, if 

required, and may grant the exception with such 

conditions and safeguards as deemed necessary to further 

the purpose and intent of this article if the Planning 

Commission finds: 

 

1.   Granting the exception will not confer upon the 

applicant any special privileges that are denied 

by this article to other property owners in the 

Overlay District. 

 

2. The exception request is not based upon 

conditions or circumstances that are self-created 

or self-imposed. 

 

3.    The exception request is the minimum necessary to 

afford relief. 
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4.   The exception request will be in harmony with the 

purpose and intent of the Overlay District, and not 

injurious to the neighborhood or otherwise 

detrimental to the public welfare and is not of 

substantial detriment to water quality. 

 

5.  Reasonable and appropriate conditions are imposed 

which will prevent the exception request from 

causing a degradation of water quality. 

 

d.   If the Planning Commission cannot make the required 

findings or refuses to grant the exception, the Zoning 

Administrator shall return the request for an exception 

together with the water quality impact assessment and the 

written findings and rationale for the decision to the 

applicant, with a copy to the Board of Zoning Appeals. The 

applicant may then apply to the Board of Zoning Appeals for 

a variance as provided in Article XVI, Provisions for 

Appeal. 

 

e. The Board of Zoning Appeals shall consider the water 

quality impact assessment, if required, and the findings 

and rationale of the Planning Commission in determining 

consistency with the purpose and intent of this Article. 

 

f. A request for an exception to the requirements of this 

Article other than Sections 24-66 and 24-67.c shall be made 

in writing to the Zoning Administrator.  The Zoning 

Administrator may grant these exceptions provided that: 

 

1. Exceptions to the requirements are the minimum necessary to 
afford relief; and 

2. Reasonable and appropriate conditions are placed upon any 
exception that is granted, as necessary, so that the 

purpose and intent of this Article is preserved. 

3. Exceptions to Section 24-66.b may be made provided that the 
findings noted in Section 24-70.c are made.  

 

Sec. 24-75. Plan of Development Requirements. 
 

a.   Statement of Intent. 

 

This purpose of this article is to set forth Site Plan 

Requirements applicable in Chesapeake Bay Preservation Areas, 

which are required in addition to those cited in Article XII 

Site Plan Requirements of the Town Zoning Ordinance.    
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b.   When Required. 

 

Any development or redevelopment in a Chesapeake Bay 

Preservation Area CBPA exceeding 2,500 Square Feet of land 

disturbance shall be accomplished through a plan of development 

process prior to any clearing or grading of a site or the 

issuance of any building permit, to assure compliance with all 

applicable requirements of this Ordinance. The plan of 

development process shall generally be satisfied by the approval 

of a site plan, or a plot plan (See Chapter 20) in the case of 

single-family dwellings and accessory structures, and any 

additional plans or studies as required by the Zoning 

Administrator. 

 

Any encroachment into an RPA shall require an applicant to 

prepare a site plan as outlined in Article XVIX of the Zoning 

Ordinance, including the submission of a Water Quality Impact 

Assessment, in accordance with Sec. 24-68, if required. 

 

Additional Information Required in RPA's 

 

 1.   General Information 

 

a. Plans for collecting and depositing storm water and 

method of treatment of natural and artificial 

watercourses, including a delineation of proposed 

limits of floodplains, if any, as created or enlarged 

by proposed development. 

 

2.  Environmental Site Assessment requirements. An 

environmental site assessment, in accordance with Sec. 

24-72.d. shall be provided. 

 

3.   Erosion and sediment control requirements. Provisions 

of the adequate control of erosion and sedimentation, 

as required in Sec. 24-67.b, shall be indicated on the 

site plan. When necessary for clarity, this 

information will be indicated on a separate sheet or 

sheets. 

 

4.   Storm water management requirements. A storm water 

management    plan shall contain maps, graphs, tables, 

narrative descriptions and citations to supporting 

references as appropriate to communicate information 

required by Sec. 24-67.b.  

 

a. At a minimum, the storm water management plan 

must contain the following: 
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(i) Location and design of all planned storm 

water control devices. 

 

(ii) Procedures for implementing 

nonstructural storm water control practices 

and techniques. 

 

(iii) Pre and post-development nonpoint 

source pollutant loadings with supporting 

documentation of all utilized coefficients 

and calculations. 

 

(iv) For facilities, verification of structural 

soundness, including a Professional Engineer or 

Class IIIB Surveyor Certification. 

 

b. All engineering calculations must be performed in accordance 

with procedures outlined in the current edition of the Local 

Assistance Manual or any other good engineering methods 

deemed appropriate by the Zoning Administrator. 

 

c.   Review and Approval. 

 

The Zoning Administrator will review and approve the site 

plan in accordance with Article XVIX of this Zoning 

Ordinance. 

 

d.   Environmental Site Assessment. 

 

An environmental site assessment shall be submitted as a 

component of, and in conjunction with, site plan approval. 

Landscaping plans shall be prepared and/or certified by 

design professionals practicing within their areas of 

competence as prescribed by the Code of Virginia. 

 

1.   Contents of the Plan. 

 

a.   The environmental site assessment shall be 

drawn to scale and clearly delineate the 

following environmental features: 

 

i. Tidal wetlands. 

 

ii. Tidal shores. 

 

iii. Non-tidal wetlands connected by surface 

flow and contiguous to tidal wetlands or 

water body with perennial flow. 
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iv. A One Hundred Foot (100 Ft.) buffer area 

located adjacent to and landward of the 

components listed in subsections i. through 

iii. above, and along both sides of any 

water body with perennial flow. 

 

v. One Hundred Year (100 Yr.) floodplain. 

 

vi. Any additional water features. 

 

b.   The environmental site assessment shall 

clearly delineate the location, size and 

description of existing and proposed plant 

material. All existing trees on the site Six 

Inches (6 In.) or greater DBH shall be shown on 

the environmental site assessment. Where there 

are groups of trees, stands may be outlined 

instead. The specific number of trees Six Inches 

(6 In.) or greater DBH to be preserved outside of 

the construction footprint shall be indicated on 

the assessment. Trees to be removed to create a 

desired construction footprint shall be clearly 

delineated on the environmental site assessment.   

 

c.  Any required buffer area shall be clearly 

delineated on the environmental site assessment. 

Within the buffer area, trees to be removed for 

sight lines, vistas, access paths and best 

management practices, as provided for in this 

Ordinance, shall be shown on the assessment. 

Vegetation required by this ordinance to replace 

any existing trees within the buffer area shall 

be also shown on the environmental site 

assessment. 

 

d.   Trees to be removed for shoreline 

stabilization projects and any replacement 

vegetation required by this ordinance shall be 

shown on the environmental site assessment. 

 

e.   The assessment shall depict grade changes or 

other work adjacent to trees, which would affect 

them adversely. Specifications shall be provided 

as to how grade, drainage and aeration would be 

maintained around trees to be preserved. 

 

f.   The environmental site assessment will 

include specifications for the protection of 

existing trees during clearing, grading and all 

phases of construction. 



65 

 

 

2.   Plant Specifications. 

 

a.   All plant materials necessary to supplement 

the buffer area or vegetated areas outside the 

construction footprint shall be installed 

according to standard planting practices and 

procedures. 

 

b.   All supplementary or replacement plant 

materials shall be living and in a healthy 

condition. 

 

c.   Where areas to be preserved, as designated 

on an approved environmental site assessment, are 

encroached, replacement of existing trees and 

other vegetation will be achieved at a ratio of 

three (3) planted trees to one (1) removed. 

 

e.   Installation and Bonding Requirements. 

 

1.   Where buffer areas, landscaping, storm water 

management facilities or other specifications of an 

approved plan are required, no certificate of occupancy 

shall be issued until the installation of required plant 

materials or facilities is completed, in accordance with 

the approved site plan. 

 

2.   When the occupancy of a structure is desired prior to 

the completion of the required landscaping, storm water 

management facilities, or other specifications of an 

approved plan, a certificate of occupancy may be issued 

only if the applicant provides to the Town of Onancock a 

form of surety satisfactory to the Zoning Administrator in 

amount equal to the remaining plant materials, related 

materials and installation costs of the required 

landscaping or other specifications and/or maintenance 

costs for any required storm water management facilities.   

 

3.   All required landscaping shall be installed and 

approved by the first planting season following issuance of 

a certificate of occupancy or the surety may be forfeited 

to the Town of Onancock. 

 

4.   All required storm water management facilities or 

other specifications shall be installed and approved within 

eighteen (18) months of project commencement. Should the 

applicant fail, after proper notice, to initiate, complete 

or maintain appropriate actions required by the approved 

plan, the surety may be forfeited to the Town of Onancock. 
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The Town may collect from the applicant the amount by which 

the reasonable cost of required actions exceeds the amount 

of the surety held. 

 

5.   After all required actions of the approved site plan 

have been completed; the applicant must submit a written 

request for a final inspection. If the requirements of the 

approved plan have been completed to the satisfaction of 

the Zoning Administrator, such unexpended or unobligated 

portion of the surety held shall be refunded to the 

applicant or terminated within sixty (60) days following 

the receipt of the applicant's request for final 

inspection. The Zoning Administrator may require a 

certificate of substantial completion from a Professional 

Engineer or Class IIIB Surveyor before making a final 

inspection. 
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Article XII. Sign Regulations 
 

Sec. 24-76.  Statement of Purpose 
 

The following sign regulations are established to assure 

compatibility of signs with surrounding land usage, to enhance 

the economy of the Town, to protect the public investment in 

streets and highways, to promote the safety and recreational 

value of public travel, to preserve natural beauty and to 

promote the reasonable, orderly and effective display of outdoor 

advertising. 

 

Sec. 24-77.  Advertising Outdoors Regulated. 

 

No person except a public officer or employee in performance of 

a public duty, shall paste, post, paint, print, nail, tack, 

erect, place, maintain, or fasten any sign, pennant, flags, 

outdoor advertising signs, billboard, or notice of any kind, or 

cause the same to be done, facing or visible from any public 

street or public open space, except as provided herein. 

 

Sec. 24-78.  Signs and Flags Permitted by Right in the 

Various Districts. 

  

a.   Memorial tablets or signs. 

 

b.  Signs required to be maintained by law or governmental 

order, rule, or regulation, with a total surface area not 

exceeding ten (10) square feet on any lot or parcel. 

 

c.  Signs which are within a ball park or other similar private 

recreational use and which cannot be seen from a public 

street or adjacent properties. 

 

d.   Flags or emblems of civic, governmental, philanthropic,  

     educational, or religious organizations, and corporate 

     designed flags. 

 

e.  Signs displayed for the direction or convenience of the 

public, including signs which identify rest rooms, location 

of public telephones, freight entrances, no trespassing and 

posted signs, or the like not exceeding a total area of 

eight (8) square feet per sign. 

 

f.  Signs placed by a public utility showing the location of 

underground facilities. 
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g.  Church bulletin board and identification signs with a total 

surface area not exceeding twenty (20)  square feet per 

sign. 

 

h.  Home occupation signs with a total surface area not 

exceeding four (4)  square feet per sign. 

 

i.   Up to four (4) signs, not to exceed four (4) square feet 

each, advertising the sale or rent of the specific premises 

where the sign is located. 

 

j.  Signs or a combination of letters may be attached to a 

building or structure, where business is conducted on the 

premises, for the purpose of advertising and displaying the 

name, address, and/or a business slogan, of the specific 

business. 

 

k.  Signs advertising only the price of a product provided the 

sign is attached to a permanent structure on the specific 

premises where the business is located. These signs shall 

be limited to the B-1, B-2 and B-W districts. 
  

l.   In the B-1 and B-W districts, but not in residential 

districts, up to thirty two (32) square feet of signage 

shall be permitted by right only on the specific premises 

where the business is located, subject to other applicable 

provisions of this Article. See B-2, Business District 

Highway for specific provisions relating to that district. 
 

 All signs and supporting structures shall be maintained in 

good repair. 

 

Sec. 24-79.  Determination of Sign Area.  
 

In measuring the area of signs permitted under these 

regulations, the entire face of the sign (on (1) side only) 

shall be included. Where both sides of the sign contain 

lettering or other allowable display, one (1) side only shall be 

used to compute the allowable size of the sign. Where the sign 

consists of individual raised letters or a sign face of 

irregular shape, the sign area shall include the area of the 

smallest rectangle that can encompass the letters or sign face.  

  

Sec. 24-80. Height Regulations. 

 

Signs shall not exceed a height of 20 feet above ground level or 

the street to which it is oriented, whichever is higher. In no 

case will any sign project above the top of the building to 

which it is attached. 
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Sec. 24-81. General Regulations 
 

a.   Except for authorized traffic signs, no sign shall be 

erected at the intersection of any streets in such a manner 

as to create a traffic hazard by obstructing vision between 

heights of two and one-half (2 1/2) and eight (8) feet; or 

at any location where it may interfere with, obstruct the 

view of, or be confused with any authorized traffic sign. 

 

b.   No sign will be erected which imitates or resembles any 

official traffic sign, signal or device or uses the words 

"Stop" or "Danger" prominently displayed or presents or 

implies the need or requirement of stopping or the 

existence of danger on any street. 

 

c.   No sign will be erected which advertises any activities 

which are illegal under State or Federal law or regulations 

in effect at the location of such sign or at the location 

of such activities. 

 

d.   No sign will be erected which is inconsistent with State 

law or the provisions of this ordinance. 

 

e.   No sign will be erected which involves noise, motion or 

rotation of any part of the structure or displays 

intermittent or flashing lights 
 

f.   No sign will be erected which is mobile.  Except for signs 

attached to buildings or permanent structures and those 

permitted in Sec. 24-75.i. and Sec. 24-75.j. all other 

signs of whatever type or size permitted in this ordinance 

shall be permanently anchored in concrete or permanently 

attached to piling or posts firmly embedded in the ground.  

All wheels and other portable structural equipment shall be 

removed from the structure. 

 

g. The bottom of an overhanging sign shall be at least eight (8) 

feet above the ground. 

 

Sec. 24-82. Nonconforming Signs. 
 

Any sign lawfully in existence at the time of the effective date 

of this ordinance may be maintained although it does not conform 

with the provisions of this ordinance.  Such nonconforming signs 

shall comply in all respects with the requirements of Article 

XIII relating to nonconforming uses. If such nonconforming sign 

is destroyed, demolished, or removed due to any reason, it shall 
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not be replaced without complying with all provisions of Article 

XI. 

 

Sec. 24-83. Off-premises Signs. 
 

Off-premises signs are not permitted in any district except 

civic, philanthropic or religious organizations. Off-premises 

signs shall not exceed three (3) square feet in area.  
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Article XIII.  Off-Street Parking 
 

Sec. 24-84. Statement of Intent.  
 

The purpose of off-street parking provisions is to insure 

adequate access to any part of the Town by fire and emergency 

medical services, and to promote the economic well-being of the 

Town by creating a pleasant living and shopping climate. 

 

Sec. 24-85. Schedule of Off-Street Parking.  

 
The schedule below shall control the provision of parking spaces 

in various Town zoning districts. 

 

 Districts Off-Street Parking Requirements 

 

  R-1   Two (2) parking spaces per dwelling  

     unit. 

 

  R-2   Two (2) parking spaces per dwelling  

     unit. 

 

   

B-D One (1) parking space for each one 

hundred (100) square feet of gross 

floor area or fraction thereof. 

 

B-H One (1) parking space for each one 

hundred (100) square feet of gross 

floor area or fraction thereof. 

 

B-W One (1) parking space for each one 

hundred (100) square feet of gross 

floor area or fraction thereof. 

 

 

Exceptions in the business districts will be decided by the 

Zoning Administrator. 

 

Sec. 24-86.  Special Exceptions. 
 

The following uses are controlled separately from the above 

district-wide off-street parking regulations. 

 

a.  For churches, high schools, college and university 

auditoriums, and for theaters, general auditoriums, 

stadiums and other similar places of assembly, at least one 

(1) parking space for every five (5) fixed seats provided 

in said building. 
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b.   For hospitals, at least one (1) parking space for each two 

(2) bed capacity, including infants' cribs and children's 

beds. 

 

c.   For medical and dental offices, at least ten (10) parking 

spaces.  Three (3) additional parking spaces shall be 

furnished for each doctor or dentist in such offices in 

excess of three doctors or dentists. 

 

d.   For fraternal lodges, hunting clubs, golf courses, yacht 

     clubs, country clubs, and marinas, at least twenty-five  

(25) parking spaces shall be provided. Additional parking 

(26)  maybe required by the Zoning Administrator. 

 

e.   Post Offices.  Parking spaces for post offices, one (1)   

for each fifty (50) box holders but not less than  ten (10) 

spaces. 

 

f.   Restaurants.  One (1) parking space per table or booth plus 

six (6) for employees. 

 

g.   For tourist homes, rooming houses, boarding houses, bed and 

breakfasts and motels at least one (1) parking space per 

accommodation. 

 

h.   For mortuaries and liquor stores, there shall be provided 

at least thirty parking spaces. 

 

i.   Parking space as required in this section shall be on the 

same lot with the main building; except, that in the case 

of buildings other than dwellings, spaces may be located as 

far away as six hundred feet. 

 
j.  Parking of more than two (2)commercial vehicles in 

residential areas is not permitted. 
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Article XIV. Nonconforming Uses 
 

Sec. 24-87. Continuation. 
 

a.   If at the time of enactment of this ordinance, any legal 

activity is being pursued, or any lot or structure is being 

legally utilized in a manner or for the purpose which does 

not conform to the provisions of this ordinance, such 

manner of use or purpose may be continued as herein 

provided. 

   

b.  If any change in title of possession or renewal of a lease 

of any such lot or structure occurs, the use existing may 

be continued. 

 

c.  If any nonconforming use (structure or activity) is 

discontinued for a period exceeding one (1)  years after 

the enactment of this ordinance, it shall be deemed 

abandoned and any subsequent use shall conform to the 

requirements of this ordinance. 

 

d.  Temporary seasonal nonconforming uses that have been in 

continual operation for a period of two (2) years or more 

prior to the effective date of this ordinance are excluded. 

 

e.  Uses which were allowed in Section 23 (the old ordinance), 

prior to the adoption of this ordinance, as a use by right 

which under revisions now require a special use permit, are 

considered uses of right. However, any new use would 

require a special use permit. Such permit must be obtained 

within 60 days of enactment of this ordinance. 

 

f. **In the event of a partial or total casualty loss to 

structure in which a non-conforming use is ongoing, the 

structure can be rebuilt and the non-conforming use 

continued, provided that the reconstruction commence within 

one (1) year of the casualty loss, and the non-conforming 

use resume within two (2) years of the casualty 

loss.(Amended to add this “f” -Jan. 10, 2000) 

 

Sec. 24-88. Repairs and Maintenance. 

 

On any building devoted in whole or in part to any nonconforming 

use, work may be done on ordinary repairs or on repair or 

replacement of non-bearing walls, fixtures, wiring, or plumbing.  

Nothing in this ordinance shall be deemed to prevent the 

strengthening or restoring to safe condition of any structure or 
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part thereof declared to be unsafe by any official charged with 

protecting the public safety, upon order of such official. 

 
Sec. 24-89. Expansion or Enlargement 
 

a.   A nonconforming structure to be extended or enlarged shall 

conform with the provision of this ordinance. 

 

b.   A nonconforming activity may be extended throughout any 

part of a structure which was arranged or designed for such 

activity at the time of enactment of this ordinance. 
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Article XV. Administration and Enforcement 
 

Sec. 24-90. Zoning Permits.   

 

Buildings or structures shall be started, reconstructed, 

enlarged or altered only after a zoning permit has been obtained 

from the Zoning Administrator.   The zoning permit shall state 

that the proposed construction, use, or other activity is in 

accord with all provisions of this Zoning Ordinance.  The Zoning 

Administrator may promulgate rules determining what information 

shall accompany each application for a permit herein. 

 

The Planning Commission may request a review of the zoning 

permit approved by the administrator in order to determine if 

the contemplated use is in accordance with the district in which 

the construction lies. 

 

Sec. 24-91. Planning Commission Approval. 

 

No street, park or other public area, or public structure, or 

public utility, public building or public service corporation, 

whether publicly or privately owned, shall be constructed, 

established or authorized, unless and until the general location 

or approximate location, character, and extent thereof has been 

submitted to and approved by the Planning Commission as being 

substantially in accord with the adopted Comprehensive Plan or 

part thereof.  In connection with any such determination the 

Commission may, and at the direction of the Council shall, hold 

a public hearing, after notice as required by 715.1 - 431 of the 

Code of Virginia. 

 

Sec. 24-92. Zoning Administrator. 

 

This ordinance shall be administered by the Zoning Administrator 

who shall be appointed by the Town Council and assisted by such 

other persons at the Town Council may direct.  The Zoning 

Administrator shall have all necessary authority to administer 

and enforce the provisions of this ordinance. 

 

Along with his/her deputies and inspectors, the Zoning 

Administrator is hereby empowered to enter and go upon any 

private or public property in the Town for the purpose of 

inspecting for compliance with this ordinance and of 

administration and enforcement hereof, provided that any and all 

such entries shall be in accordance with the general 

requirements of due process, including written notice, and 

nothing herein shall authorize or purport to authorize any 

unlawful search or seizure. 
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Sec. 24-93. Compliance with chapter by persons issuing 

permits or licenses. 
 

All departments, officials and public employees of the town, who 

or which are vested with the duty or authority to issue permits 

or licenses, shall conform to the provisions of this chapter. 

They shall issue permits for uses, buildings or purposes only 

when they are in harmony with the provisions of this chapter. 

Any such permit, if issued in conflict with the provisions of 

this chapter, shall be null and void. 

 

Sec. 24-94. Violations and Penalties. 

 

Any person who violates any provision of this ordinance or any 

amendment thereto, or who fails to perform any act required 

hereunder or does any prohibited act, shall be guilty of a 

misdemeanor, and, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by 

a fine of not more than two hundred and fifty ($250) dollars  

for each offense.  Each and every day on which any violation is 

committed or permitted to continue shall constitute a separate 

offense and shall be punishable as such hereunder.  Any 

violation of this ordinance is hereby declared to be a public 

nuisance per se and shall be enjoined to cease. 
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Article XVI. Special Use Permits 
 
Sec. 24-95. Statement of Intent. 
 

It is recognized in this ordinance that certain uses are not 

necessarily incompatible with the uses traditionally associated 

with standard zoning districts, if the proper mitigating 

conditions are enacted along with the proposed exception.  

Therefore, such uses have been designated as special exceptions.  

Such uses are allowed in the associated districts upon the 

issuance of a Special Use Permit by the Onancock Town Council. 

Opinions of neighbors are strongly considered by the Town 

Council. 

 

Sec. 24-96. Procedure. 
An application for a special use permit may be submitted by the 

property owner, contract owner, or optionee of the property 

affected.  Procedures for application and review shall be as 

follows: 

 

a. The applicant shall submit an application to the Zoning 

Administrator along with a check made out to the Town of 

Onancock in the amount of $125.  Such application shall be 

accompanied by evidence that the specific criteria set 

forth in the ordinance for the special use requested will 

be met.  Accompanying maps showing the siting of the 

proposed use may be required. 

 

b. The Zoning Administrator shall review the application, 

visit the site, request additional information or review by 

other agencies, transmit a copy of collected information to 

the Planning Commission and formulate a recommendation to 

the Town Council. 

 

c. Written notice shall be given at least five days before the 

public hearing to all abutting property owners and property 

immediately across the street or road from the property 

affected by certified mail to the last known address. 

  

d.  The Planning Commission may make a recommendation to the 

Town Council or appear as a party at the hearing. 

 

e.  The Town Council shall hold a public hearing in accordance 

with Section 15.2-2204 of the Code of Virginia, in order to 

receive public comment and to decide upon the Special Use 

Permit Application.  Such public hearing shall be scheduled 

to coincide with the regularly scheduled Town Council 

meeting that most closely follows the Council’s receipt of 

the Special Use Permit application.  If the requirement for 
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proper notice for a public hearing makes such regularly 

scheduled Town Council meeting impractical, the public 

hearing shall be scheduled for the Town Council meeting one 

meeting hence from the meeting most closely following 

receipt of the application by the Town Council.  

 

Sec. 24-97. Conditions and Bonds. 
 

The Town Council may impose conditions, limitations, or other 

special requirements as it deems necessary to protect the public 

health, safety, and general welfare, such as, but not limited 

to, the following: 

 

a. Abatement or restriction of noise, smoke, dust, vibration, 

odors, wastes, or other elements that may effect 

surrounding properties. 

 

b. Establishment of setback, side, front, and rear are 

requirements necessary for orderly expansion and for 

preventing traffic congestion. 

 

c. Provision for adequate parking and ingress and egress to 

public streets and roads necessary preventing traffic 

congestion. 

 

d. Provision for adjoining property with a buffer or shield 

from view of the proposed use and/or structure. 

 

e. Establishment of a time limit for expiration after which 

the permit shall no longer be valid or shall require 

renewal. 

 

f. The Town Council may require a bond, in a reasonable amount 

determined by the Council, to be payable to the Zoning 

Administrator to insure compliance with the terms and 

conditions of any special use permit. 

 

g.     After due consideration, the Town Council shall make a  

decision and promptly notify the applicant of its decision 

in writing, along with a justification for denial or 

special conditions. 
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Sec. 24-98. Review Standards.  
 

The Zoning Administrator, Planning Commission, and Town Council 

shall consider the following in reviewing a special use 

application: 

 

a. The proposed use and/or structure appears on the official 

schedule of district regulations or elsewhere in this 

ordinance. 

 

b. The proposed use and/or structure complies with the 

regulations governing individual special uses. 

 

c. The proposed use and/or structure is consistent with the 

Town Plan. 

 

d. The proposed use and/or structure will not tend to change 

the character and established pattern of development of the 

district in which it will be located. 

 

e. The proposed use and/or structure, and accompanying parcel 

development, are in harmony with the uses permitted by 

right in the zoning district and with the intent of the 

zoning district regulations and will not adversely affect 

the use of neighboring property or impair the value 

thereof. 

f. Consideration of neighbor’s opinions or concerns. 

 

Sec. 24-99. Effect of Approval. 
 

The issuance of a special use permit shall authorize the 

applicant to construct only such structure or conduct only such 

uses as are specifically made part of the special use permit.  

No deviations, expansion, or other changes whatsoever shall be 

made from the term of the special use permit without the express 

written consent of the Town Council. 
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Article XVII. Provisions for Appeal 
 

Sec. 24-100. Board of Zoning Appeals. 

 

a.   A Board consisting of five (5) members shall be appointed 

by the Circuit Court of Accomack County.  Members of the 

Board may receive such compensation as may be authorized by 

the governing body.  Members shall be removable for cause 

by the appointing authority upon written charges and after 

public hearing.  Appointments for vacancies occurring 

otherwise than by expiration of term shall in all cases be 

for the unexpired term. 

 

b.   The term of office shall be for five (5)years, except that 

of the original  members appointed, one (1) shall serve for 

five (5) years, one (1) for four (4) years, one (1) for 

three (3) years, one (1) for two (2) years, and one (1) for 

one (1) year.  One of the five appointed members shall be 

an active member of the planning commission. 

 

c.   Any member of the Board shall be disqualified to act upon a 

matter before the Board with respect to property in which 

the member has a legal interest. 

 

d.   The Board shall choose annually its own chairman, vice-

chairman, and secretary.  The vice-chairman shall act in 

the absence of the chairman. 

 
Sec. 24-101. Powers of the Board of Zoning Appeals. 

 

The Board of Zoning Appeals shall have the following powers and 

duties: 

 

a.   To hear and decide appeals from any order, requirement, 

decision or determination made by an administrative officer 

or Zoning Administrator in the administration or 

enforcements of this ordinance or of any ordinance adopted 

pursuant thereto. 

 

b.   To authorize upon appeal in specific cases such variances 

from the terms of the ordinance as will not be contrary to 

the public interest, when, owing to special conditions, a 

literal enforcement of the provisions will result in 

unnecessary hardship; provided that the spirit of the 

ordinance shall be observed and substantial justice done, 

as follows: 

 

 When a property owner can show that his property was 

acquired in good faith and where by reason of the 
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exceptional narrowness, shallowness, size or shape of 

specific piece of property at the time of the effective 

date of the ordinance or where by reason of exceptional 

topographic conditions or other extraordinary situation or 

condition of such piece of property, or of the use or 

development of property immediately adjacent thereto, the 

strict application of the terms of the ordinance would 

effectively prohibit or unreasonably restrict the use of 

the property or where the Board is satisfied, upon the 

evidence heard by it, that the granting of such variance 

will alleviate a clearly demonstrable hardship approaching 

confiscation, as distinguished from a special privilege or 

convenience sought by the applicant, provided that all 

variances shall be in harmony with the intended spirit and 

purpose of the ordinance. 

 

 No such variance shall be authorized by the Board unless it 

finds: 

 

 1. that the strict application of the ordinance 

would produce undue hardship; 

 

 2. that such hardship is not shared generally by 

other properties in the same zoning district and the 

same vicinity; and 

 

 3. that the authorizing of such variance will not be 

of substantial detriment to adjacent property and that 

the character of the district will not be changed by 

the granting of the variance. 

 

 No such variance shall be authorized unless the Board finds 

that the condition or situation of the property concerned 

or the intended use of the property is not of so general or 

recurring a nature as to make reasonably practicable the 

formulation of a general regulation to be adopted as an 

amendment to the ordinance. 

 

 In authorizing a variance the Board may impose such 

conditions regarding the location, character and other 

features of the proposed structure for use as it may deem 

necessary in the public interest, and may require a 

guarantee or bond to insure that the conditions imposed are 

being and will continue to be complied with. 

 

c.   Interpretation.   

 

 The Board of Zoning Appeals shall have the authority to 

hear and decide applications for interpretation of the 

district map where there is any uncertainty as to the 
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location of a district boundary.  After notice to the 

owners of the property affected by any such question, and 

after public hearing with notice as required by Section 

15.1-431 of the Code of Virginia, the Board may interpret 

the map in such a way as to carry out the intent and 

purpose of the ordinance for the particular section or 

district in question.  The Board shall not have the power 

to change substantially the location of district boundaries 

as established by ordinance. 

 
Sec. 24-102. Applications for Variances. 

 

Applications for variances may be made by any property owner, 

tenant, governmental official, department, board or bureau.  

Such applications shall be made to the Zoning Administrator in 

accordance with rules and regulations adopted by the Board.  The 

application and accompanying maps, plans or other information 

shall be transmitted promptly to the secretary of the Board who 

shall place the matter on the docket to be acted upon by the 

Board.  No such variances shall be authorized except after 

notice and hearing as required by Section 15.1-431 of the Code 

of Virginia.  The Zoning Administrator shall also transmit a 

copy of the application to the Planning Commission, which may 

send a recommendation to the Board or appear as a party at the 

hearing. 

 

Sec. 24-103. Appeal to the Board of Zoning Appeals. 
 

An appeal to the Board may be taken by any person aggrieved or 

by any office, department, board or bureau of the Town affected 

by any decision of the Zoning Administrator.  Such appeal shall 

be taken within thirty 30) days after the entry of the decision 

appealed from by filing with the Zoning Administrator, and with 

the Board, a notice of appeal specifying the grounds thereof.  

The Zoning Administrator shall forthwith transmit to the Board 

all the papers constituting the record upon which the action 

appealed was taken.  An appeal shall stay all proceedings in 

furtherance of the action appealed from unless the Zoning 

Administrator certifies to the Board that by reason of facts 

stated in the certificate, a stay would in his opinion cause 

imminent peril to life or property, in which case proceedings 

shall not be stayed otherwise, than by a restraining order 

granted by the Board or by a court of record, on application and 

on notice to the Zoning Administrator and for good cause shown.  

No such appeal shall be heard until after notice and hearing as 

required by Section 15.1-431 of the Code of Virginia.      

 

a.   Appeals shall be mailed to the Board of Zoning Appeals c/o 

the Zoning Administrator, and a copy of the appeal mailed 
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to the secretary of the planning commission.  A third copy 

should be mailed to the individual official, department or 

agency concerned, if any. 

 

b. Appeals requiring an advertised public hearing shall be 

accompanied by a certified check for one hundred and fifty 

dollars ($150) payable to the Town of Onancock. 

 
Sec. 24-104. Rules and Regulations. 
 

a.   The Board of Zoning Appeals shall adopt such rules and 

regulations as it may consider necessary. 

 

b.   The meeting of the Board shall be held at the call of its 

chairman or at such times as a quorum of the Board may 

determine. 

 

 c. The chairman, or, in his absence, the acting chairman, may 

administer oaths and compel the attendance of witnesses. 

  

d.   The Board shall keep minutes of its proceedings, showing 

the vote of each member upon each question, or if absent or 

failing to vote, indicating such fact.  It shall keep 

records of its examination and other official actions, all 

of which shall be immediately filed in the Town Hall and 

shall be a public record. 

 

e.   All meetings of the Board shall be open to the public. 

 

f.  A favorable vote of three (3) members of the Board shall be 

necessary to reverse any order, requirement, decision or 

determination of the Zoning Administrator or to decide in 

favor of the applicant on any matter upon which the Board 

is required to pass. 

 
g.   A quorum shall be at least three members. 

 

Sec. 24-105. Public Hearing.  
 

The Board shall fix a reasonable time for the hearing of an 

application or appeal, give public notice thereof as well as due 

notice to the parties in interest and decide the same within 

sixty (60) days of the filing of the application for appeal.  In 

exercising its powers, the Board may reverse or affirm, wholly 

or partly, or may modify the order, requirement, decision, or 

determination of the Zoning Administrator, or may decide in 

favor of the applicant on any matter upon which it is required 

to pass under the ordinance or may effect any variance from the 

ordinance.  The Board shall keep minutes of its proceedings and 
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other official actions, which shall be filed in the Town Hall 

and shall be public record.  The chairman of the Board, or in 

his absence the acting chairman, may administer oaths and compel 

the attendance of witnesses. 

 
a.  Appeals requiring an advertised public hearing shall be 

accompanied by a certified check for one hundred and fifty 

dollars ($150.00), payable to the Town of Onancock. 

 
Sec. 24-106. Decision of the Board of Zoning Appeals. 

 

a.  Any person or persons jointly or severally aggrieved by any 

decision of the Board of Zoning Appeals, or any taxpayer or 

any officer, department, Board, or bureau of the county or 

municipality, may present to the Circuit Court of the 

county a petition specifying the grounds on which aggrieved 

within thirty (30) days after the filing of the decision in 

the Town Hall. 

 

b.   Upon the presentation of such petition, the court shall 

allow a writ of certiorari to review the decision of the 

Board of Zoning Appeals and shall prescribe therein the 

time within which a return thereto must be made and served 

upon the realtor’s attorney, which shall not be less than 

ten (10) days and may be extended by the court.  The 

allowance of the writ shall not stay proceedings upon the 

decision appealed from, but the court may, on application, 

on notice to the Board and on due cause shown, grant a 

restraining order. 

 

c.   If, upon the hearing, it shall appear to the court that 

testimony is necessary for the proper disposition of the 

matter, it may take evidence or appoint a commissioner to 

take such evidence as it may direct and report the same to 

the court with his findings of fact and conclusions of law, 

which shall constitute a part of the proceedings upon which 

the determination of the court shall be made.  The court 

may reverse or affirm, wholly or partly, or may modify the 

decision brought up for review. 

 

d.   Costs shall not be allowed against the Board, unless it 

shall appear to the court that it acted in bad faith or 

with malice in making the decision from which appealed. 
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Article XVIII. Amendments 
 

Sec. 24-107. General Provisions.  
The regulations, restrictions and boundaries established in this 

ordinance may, from time to time, be amended, supplemented, 

changed, modified, or repealed by the Town council, provided: 

 

a.  The Planning Commission shall hold at least one (1) public 

hearing on such proposed amendment after notice as required 

by law, and may make appropriate changes in the proposed 

amendment to the Town council together with its 

recommendations and appropriate explanatory materials.  

Such public hearing may be held jointly with the governing 

body at its public hearing. 

 

b.  Before approving and adopting any amendment, the Town 

council shall hold at least one (1) public hearing thereon, 

pursuant to public notice as required by law after which 

the governing body may make appropriate changes or 

corrections in the proposed amendments; provided, however, 

that no additional land may be zoned to a different 

classification than was contained in the public notice 

without an additional public hearing after notice required 

by law.  An affirmative vote of at least a majority of the 

members of the governing body shall be required to amend 

the zoning ordinance. 

 
c.  Applications to amend, supplement, change, modify or repeal 

this chapter, or sections thereof, shall be accompanied by 

a certified check for two hundred and fifty dollars 

($250.00) payable to the Town of Onancock.  The applicant 

shall also be required to pay costs of any notice required 

by this chapter or other applicable law, other than 

newspaper advertising. 

 

Sec. 24-108. Effect of Repeal, Amendments, or 

Recodification of any Part of this Ordinance on prior 

Proceedings, Acts or Offenses.   
 

The repeal, amendment or recodification of any part of this 

ordinance shall not affect any act, or offense done or 

committed, or any penalty incurred, or any right established, 

accrued or accruing on or before the effective date of such 

repeal, amendment or recodification, nor enlarge any such right 

or privilege, except as specifically provided by such repeal, 

amendment or recodification.  Neither shall the repeal, 

amendment or recodification on any part of this ordinance affect 

any proceeding, prosecution, suit or action which may be 
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pending, said prior laws being continued in full force and 

affect for those purposes. 
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Article XIX. Zoning Guidelines 
 

Sec. 24-109. Statement of Intent. 
 

In the process of considering the re-zoning of land it is the 

intent that in order to meet the test of reasonableness and the 

test of like - land treated alike, the following factors shall 

be considered before zoning of a particular category: 

 

a. Character of the area. 

 

b. Land use and activities. 

 

c. Suitability for proposed use. 

 

d.  Availability of public facilities. 

 

e. Compliance with the Town of Onancock Comprehensive Plan. 

 

Sec. 24-110. General. 
 

a.  Supplemental Considerations and Regulations. Rapid 

development and employment of residential and commercial 

facilities in the Town of Onancock and the resulting impact 

on existing public facilities, highways and other necessary 

public facilities and services and natural resources could 

exceed the ability of the Town to provide for such 

facilities.  Therefore, under authority of Article XV of 

this ordinance and Section 15.1-491 of the Code of 

Virginia, as amended, the Onancock Town Council may impose 

conditions, including reasonable use limitations, to ease 

the effect of re-zoning land on the general public and on 

the natural resources of the Town. 

 

b.  Conditions.  In addition to the regulations herein provided 

for the respective zoning districts, the Town Council may 

adopt as a part of an amendment to the zoning map 

reasonable conditions provided that said conditions shall 

have been proffered in writing in advance to the public 

hearing on said amendment to the zoning map by the 

applicant for re-zoning and provided that said conditions 

are accepted by the Town Council as a condition to said 

amendment of the zoning map.  Such accepted conditions 

shall be recorded in the records of the circuit court and 

run with the land until changed as a result of another re-

zoning approval or amended with the approval of the land 

owners and Town council. 
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Sec. 24-111. Conditional Zoning Procedure 
 

a. Upon the receipt of by the Zoning Administrator of a re-

zoning petition, it shall be reviewed by the Zoning 

Administrator in accordance with the guidelines found in 

this Article.  The Zoning Administrator shall prepare a 

report for presentation to the Planning Commission.  The 

report from the Zoning , with specific reasons provided for 
the recommendation. 

 

b. The Planning Commission, within thirty (30) days of 

receiving the Zoning Administrator's report, shall consider 

the Zoning Administrator's recommendations and discuss same 

with the applicant.  The applicant shall be advised of the 

possibility of proffered conditions in a re-zoning 

decision, which conditions are not meant to change the 

character of a fundamentally unsound re-zoning, but are 

meant to be responsive to Town growth pressures not 

specifically foreseen in the existing district regulations. 

 

c. The Planning Commission shall forward the report of the 

Zoning Administrator, along with a report summarizing the 

content of the Planning Commission public hearing, to the 

Town Council. 

 

d. After the Town Council has received the reports from the 

Zoning Administrator and the Planning Commission, the 

applicant for the re-zoning under consideration may proffer 

a set of conditions for consideration along with the re-

zoning.  Such a proffer shall be addressed to the Mayor of 

the Town of Onancock. 

 

e. The Town Council shall hold a public hearing on the 

requested re-zoning in accordance with 15.1-431 of the Code 

of Virginia, as amended.  The re-zoning request and the 

proffered condition shall be considered at this time. 

 

f. In the event that a request for re-zoning is approved and 

the proffered conditions accepted, these same conditions 

shall be recorded in the Clerk of Circuit Court office as a 

lien on such property involved in the re-zoning petition 

and shall run with the land until removed by the Town 

Council as a result of an amendment to the original 

application or as a result of a subsequent re-zoning 

petition. 
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AArrttiiccllee  XXXX..  SSiittee  PPllaann  RReeqquuiirreemmeennttss  
  

SSeecc..  2244--111122..  SSttaatteemmeenntt  ooff  IInntteenntt..  

  

TThhee  ppuurrppoossee  ooff  tthheessee  rreeqquuiirreemmeennttss  iiss  ttoo  pprroommoottee  tthhee  oorrddeerrllyy  

ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  ooff  cceerrttaaiinn  aaccttiivviittiieess  iinn  tthhee  TToowwnn  aanndd  ttoo  iinnssuurree  tthhaatt  

ssuucchh  aaccttiivviittiieess  aarree  ddeevveellooppeedd  iinn  aa  mmaannnneerr  hhaarrmmoonniioouuss  wwiitthh  

ssuurrrroouunnddiinngg  pprrooppeerrttiieess  aanndd  iinn  tthhee  iinntteerreesstt  ooff  tthhee  ggeenneerraall  ppuubblliicc  

wweellffaarree..    MMoorree  ssppeecciiffiiccaallllyy,,  tthhee  ssiittee  ppllaann  sshhaallll  bbee  uusseedd  ttoo  

rreevviieeww  aa  pprroojjeecctt''ss  ccoommppaattiibbiilliittyy  wwiitthh  iittss  eennvviirroonnmmeenntt;;  ttoo  rreevviieeww  

tthhee  aabbiilliittyy  ooff  aa  pprroojjeecctt''ss  ttrraaffffiicc  cciirrccuullaattiioonn  ssyysstteemm  ttoo  pprroovviiddee  

ffoorr  tthhee  ccoonnvveenniieenntt  aanndd  ssaaffee  iinntteerrnnaall  aanndd  eexxtteerrnnaall  mmoovveemmeenntt  ooff  

vveehhiicclleess  aanndd  ppeeddeessttrriiaannss;;  ttoo  rreevviieeww  tthhee  qquuaannttiittyy,,  qquuaalliittyy,,  

uuttiilliittyy,,  aanndd  ttyyppee  ooff  aa  pprroojjeecctt''ss  rreeqquuiirreedd  ccoommmmuunniittyy  ffaacciilliittiieess;;  

aanndd  ttoo  rreevviieeww  tthhee  llooccaattiioonn  aanndd  aaddeeqquuaaccyy  ooff  aa  pprroojjeecctt''ss  pprroovviissiioonn  

ffoorr  ddrraaiinnaaggee  aanndd  uuttiilliittiieess..  WWhheerree  aapppplliiccaabbllee,,  aaddddiittiioonnaall  SSiittee  

PPllaann  RReeqquuiirreemmeennttss  nneeeeddeedd  ttoo  mmeeeett  tthhee  rreeqquuiirreemmeennttss  ooff  tthhee  

CChheessaappeeaakkee  BBaayy  PPrrootteeccttiioonn  AAcctt  aarree  sseett  ffoorrtthh  iinn  tthhee  CChheessaappeeaakkee  

BBaayy  PPrrootteeccttiioonn  AAcctt  oovveerrllaayy  oorrddiinnaannccee  ((2233--8844..1177))..  

  

SSeecc..  2244--111133..  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt  oorr  LLaanndd  UUssee  RReeqquuiirriinngg  aa  SSiittee  

DDeevveellooppmmeenntt  PPllaann..  

  

AA  ssiittee  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  ppllaann  iiss  rreeqquuiirreedd  aanndd  sshhaallll  bbee  ssuubbmmiitttteedd  ffoorr  

tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg::  

  

aa..  AAnnyy  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  iinn  wwhhiicchh  aauuttoommoobbiillee  ppaarrkkiinngg  ssppaaccee  iiss  ttoo  bbee  

uusseedd  bbyy  mmoorree  tthhaann  oonnee  bbuussiinneessss  oorr  rreessiiddeennccee..  

  

bb..  AAnnyy  uussee  oorr  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt,,  nnoott  iinncclluuddiinngg  aacccceessssoorryy  bbuuiillddiinnggss  

ooff  lleessss  tthhaann  550000  ssqquuaarree  ffeeeett,,  iinn  aallll  zzoonniinngg  ddiissttrriiccttss  eexxcceepptt  

ssiinnggllee--ffaammiillyy  ddeettaacchheedd  ddwweelllliinngg  uunniittss  wwhheerree  aa  ppllaatt  iiss  ssuubbmmiitttteedd  

ppuurrssuuaanntt  ttoo  tthhee  SSuubbddiivviissiioonn  OOrrddiinnaannccee  ooff  tthhee  TToowwnn  ooff  OOnnaannccoocckk..  

  

cc..  WWhheenn  aa  cchhaannggee  iiss  pprrooppoosseedd  iinn  aa  pprreevviioouussllyy  aapppprroovveedd  ssiittee  

ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  ppllaann..  

  

dd..  WWhheenn  aann  eexxiissttiinngg  rreessiiddeennttiiaall  uussee  iiss  pprrooppoosseedd  ffoorr  cchhaannggee  ttoo  

aa  bbuussiinneessss,,  iinndduussttrriiaall,,  oorr  mmuullttii--ffaammiillyy  rreessiiddeennttiiaall  uussee..  

  

ee..  AAllll  ppuubblliicc  aanndd//oorr  sseemmii--ppuubblliicc  bbuuiillddiinnggss..  

  

ff..  AAllll  ootthheerr  uusseess  iinnvvoollvviinngg  aa  ssttrruuccttuurree  rreeqquuiirreedd  ttoo  bbee  

rreevviieewweedd  bbyy  tthhee  ttoowwnn  ffoorr  ccoonnssiisstteennccyy  wwiitthh  tthhee  CCoommpprreehheennssiivvee  PPllaann  

aass  rreeqquuiirreedd  uunnddeerr  SSeeccttiioonn  1155..22--22223322  ooff  tthhee  CCooddee  ooff  VViirrggiinniiaa,,  aass  

aammeennddeedd..  

  

gg..  AAnnyy  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  iinn  aa  ddeessiiggnnaatteedd  CChheessaappeeaakkee  BBaayy  PPrrootteeccttiioonn  

AArreeaa..  
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SSeecc..  2244--111144..  WWhheenn  RReeqquuiirreedd::      

  

TThhee  pprroovviissiioonnss  ooff  tthhiiss  AArrttiiccllee  sshhaallll  aappppllyy  ttoo  aannyy  uussee  aass  

ssppeecciiffiieedd  iinn  tthhee  rruulleess  aanndd  rreegguullaattiioonnss  ooff  eeaacchh  zzoonniinngg  ddiissttrriicctt..  

  

  

SSeecc..  2244--111155..  WWaaiivveerr  ooff  RReeqquuiirreemmeennttss::      

  

AAnnyy  rreeqquuiirreemmeenntt  ooff  tthhiiss  AArrttiiccllee  mmaayy  bbee  wwaaiivveedd  bbyy  tthhee  TToowwnn  

CCoouunncciill  wwhheerree  tthhee  wwaaiivveerr  iiss  nnoott  aaddvveerrssee  ttoo  tthhee  ppuurrppoossee  ooff  tthhiiss  

AArrttiiccllee  aanndd  tthhee  aapppplliiccaanntt  eessttaabblliisshheess  tthhaatt  iinn  hhiiss  ssppeecciiffiicc  ccaassee  

aann  uunndduuee  hhaarrddsshhiipp  wwoouulldd  rreessuulltt  ffrroomm  aa  ssttrriicctt  eennffoorrcceemmeenntt  ooff  tthhiiss  

AArrttiiccllee,,  oorr  tthhaatt  tthhee  rreeqquuiirreemmeenntt  iiss  uunnrreeaassoonnaabbllee..  

  

  

SSeecc..  2244--111166..  SSiittee  PPllaann  SSppeecciiffiiccaattiioonnss..      

  

EEvveerryy  ssiittee  ppllaann  sshhaallll  bbee  pprreeppaarreedd  iinn  aaccccoorrddaannccee  wwiitthh  tthhee  

ffoolllloowwiinngg  ssppeecciiffiiccaattiioonnss::  

  

aa..  TThhee  ssccaallee  sshhaallll  aapppprroopprriiaattee  ffoorr  tthhee  pprrooppoosseedd  ccoonnssttrruuccttiioonn..  

  

bb..  AAllll  ssiittee  ppllaannss  sshhaallll  nnoott  eexxcceeeedd  ttwweennttyy--ffoouurr  iinncchh  ((2244""))  bbyy  

tthhiirrttyy--ssiixx  iinncchh  ((3366""))  sshheeeettss..  

  

cc..  IIff  tthhee  ssiittee  ppllaann  iiss  pprreeppaarreedd  oonn  mmoorree  tthhaann  oonnee  ((11))sshheeeett,,  

mmaattcchh  lliinneess  sshhaallll  cclleeaarrllyy  iinnddiiccaattee  wwhheerree  tthhee  sseevveerraall  sshheeeettss  

jjooiinn..  

  

dd..  HHoorriizzoonnttaall  ddiimmeennssiioonnss  sshhaallll  bbee  iinn  ffeeeett  aanndd  ffrraaccttiioonnss  ooff  aa  

ffoooott..  

  

SSeecc..  2244--111177..  SSiittee  PPllaann  CCoonntteennttss..  

      

aa..    TThhee  ssiittee  ppllaann,,  oorr  aannyy  ppoorrttiioonn  tthheerreeooff,,  iinnvvoollvviinngg  

eennggiinneeeerriinngg,,  uurrbbaann  ppllaannnniinngg,,  llaannddssccaappee  aarrcchhiitteeccttuurree,,  

aarrcchhiitteeccttuurree  oorr  llaanndd  ssuurrvveeyyiinngg  sshhaallll  bbee  pprreeppaarreedd  bbyy  qquuaalliiffiieedd  

ppeerrssoonnss..  

  

  TThhee  ssiittee  ppllaann  sshhaallll  iinncclluuddee,,  bbuutt  nnoott  bbee  lliimmiitteedd  ttoo,,  tthhee  

ffoolllloowwiinngg::  

  

11..  TThhee  pprrooppoosseedd  ttiittllee  ooff  tthhee  pprroojjeecctt  aanndd  tthhee  nnaammeess  ooff  tthhee  

eennggiinneeeerr,,  aarrcchhiitteecctt,,  llaannddssccaappee  aarrcchhiitteecctt,,  ssuurrvveeyyoorr,,  

aanndd//oorr  ddeevveellooppeerr;;  tthhee  nnaammee  ooff  tthhee  ddeevveellooppeerr;;  aanndd  aa  

ssiiggnnaattuurree  ppaanneell  ffoorr  tthhee  ZZoonniinngg  AAddmmiinniissttrraattoorr''ss  

aapppprroovvaall..  
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22..  TThhee  nnoorrtthh  ppooiinntt,,  ssccaallee,,  ddaattaa,,  aanndd  vviicciinniittyy  mmaapp..  

  

33  EExxiissttiinngg  zzoonniinngg  aanndd  zzoonniinngg  ddiissttrriicctt  bboouunnddaarriieess  oonn  tthhee  

pprrooppeerrttyy  iinn  qquueessttiioonn  aanndd  oonn  iimmmmeeddiiaatteellyy  ssuurrrroouunnddiinngg  

pprrooppeerrttiieess..  

  

44..  TThhee  pprreesseenntt  uussee  ooff  aallll  ccoonnttiigguuoouuss  oorr  aabbuuttttiinngg  

pprrooppeerrttyy..  

  

55..  TThhee  bboouunnddaarriieess  ooff  tthhee  pprrooppeerrttyy  iinnvvoollvveedd  aass  ddeessccrriibbeedd  

iinn  tthhee  ddeeeedd..  

  

66..  AAllll  eexxiissttiinngg  pprrooppeerrttyy  lliinneess,,  eexxiissttiinngg  ssttrreeeettss,,  

bbuuiillddiinnggss,,  wwaatteerrccoouurrsseess,,  wwaatteerrwwaayyss,,  oorr  llaakkeess  aanndd  ootthheerr  

eexxiissttiinngg  pphhyyssiiccaall  ffeeaattuurreess  iinn  oorr  aaddjjooiinniinngg  pprrooppeerrttiieess,,  

nneeeedd  oonnllyy  bbee  sshhoowwnn  iinn  aapppprrooxxiimmaattee  ssccaallee  aanndd  

pprrooppoorrttiioonn..  

  

77..  TThhee  llooccaattiioonn  aanndd  ssiizzeess  ooff  ssaanniittaarryy  aanndd  ssttoorrmm  sseewweerrss,,  

ggaass  lliinneess,,  wwaatteerr  mmaaiinnss,,  ccuullvveerrttss,,  aanndd  ootthheerr  

uunnddeerrggrroouunndd  ssttrruuccttuurreess,,  aallll  oovveerrhheeaadd  uuttiilliittiieess  aanndd  

tthheeiirr  ssuuppppoorrttiinngg  ppoolleess  iinn  oorr  aaffffeeccttiinngg  tthhee  pprroojjeecctt,,  

iinncclluuddiinngg  eexxiissttiinngg  aanndd  pprrooppoosseedd  ffaacciilliittiieess  aanndd  

eeaasseemmeennttss  ffoorr  tthheessee  ffaacciilliittiieess..  

  

88..    TThhee  llooccaattiioonn,,  ddiimmeennssiioonnss,,  aanndd  cchhaarraacctteerr  ooff  ccoonnssttrruuccttiioonn  

ooff  pprrooppoosseedd  ssttrreeeettss,,  aalllleeyyss,,  ddrriivveewwaayyss,,  aanndd  tthhee  

llooccaattiioonn,,  ttyyppee,,  aanndd  ssiizzee  ooff  iinnggrreessss  aanndd  eeggrreessss  ttoo  tthhee  

ssiittee..  

  

99..  WWhheenn  pprrooppoosseedd  ssttrreeeettss  iinntteerrsseecctt  wwiitthh  oorr  aaddjjooiinn  

eexxiissttiinngg  ssttrreeeettss,,  bbootthh  eeddggeess  ooff  eexxiissttiinngg  ppaavveemmeenntt  

ssuurrffaaccee  oorr  ccuurrbb  aanndd  gguutttteerr  mmuusstt  bbee  iinnddiiccaatteedd  ffoorr  aa  

mmiinniimmuumm  ooff  oonnee  hhuunnddrreedd  ffiiffttyy  ((115500))  ffeeeett  oorr  tthhee  lleennggtthh  

ooff  ccoonnnneeccttiioonnss,,  wwhhiicchheevveerr  iiss  tthhee  ggrreeaatteerr  ddiissttaannccee..  

  

1100..  TThhee  llooccaattiioonn  ooff  aallll  eexxiissttiinngg  aanndd  pprrooppoosseedd  ooffff--ssttrreeeett  

ppaarrkkiinngg  aanndd  ppaarrkkiinngg  bbaayyss,,  llooaaddiinngg  ssppaacceess,,  aanndd  

wwaallkkwwaayyss,,  iinnddiiccaattiinngg  ttyyppeess  ooff  ssuurrffaacciinngg,,  ssiizzee,,  aannggllee  

ooff  ssttaallllss,,  wwiiddtthh  ooff  aaiisslleess,,  aanndd  aa  ssppeecciiffiicc  sscchheedduullee  

sshhoowwiinngg  tthhee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ppaarrkkiinngg  ssppaacceess..  

  

1111..    TThhee  llooccaattiioonn  ooff  aallll  ttrreeeess  oonn  tthhee  ssiittee  wwiitthh  aa  ddiiaammeetteerr  

ooff  ssiixx  ((66))  iinncchheess  oorr  ggrreeaatteerr  aatt  tthhee  DDBBHH((DDiiaammeetteerr,,  

BBrreeaasstt  HHiigghh))..    TThhee  ssiittee  ppllaann  sshhaallll  sshhooww  hheeaavviillyy  wwooooddeedd  

aarreeaass  aanndd  ttrreeeess  ttoo  bbee  rreemmoovveedd  wwhhiicchh  sshhaallll  bbee  

ddeessiiggnnaatteedd  bbyy  ssyymmbboollss  ccooiinncciiddeenntt  wwiitthh  tthhee  aarreeaass  ooff  tthhee  

ttrreeeess;;  aanndd  aann  iinnddiiccaattiioonn  ooff  wwhhiicchh  ttrreeeess  aarree  ttoo  bbee  

rreettaaiinneedd  aanndd  wwhhiicchh  aarree  ttoo  bbee  rreemmoovveedd..  
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1122..  TThhee  llooccaattiioonn,,  hheeiigghhtt,,  ttyyppee,,  aanndd  mmaatteerriiaall  ooff  aallll  

eexxiissttiinngg  aanndd  pprrooppoosseedd  tteerrrraacceess,,  ffeenncceess,,  wwaallllss,,  

rreettaaiinniinngg  wwaallllss,,  ssccrreeeenniinngg,,  aannyy  sshhoorreelliinnee  

ssttaabbiilliizzaattiioonn  ssttrruuccttuurreess,,  aanndd  oouuttddoooorr  lliigghhttiinngg  

ssyysstteemmss..  

  

1133..  TThhee  llooccaattiioonn  aanndd  pprrooppoosseedd  ggeenneerraall  uussee  ffoorr  eeaacchh  

bbuuiillddiinngg;;  aanndd  tthhee  nnuummbbeerr,,  ssiizzee,,  aanndd  ttyyppee  ooff  ddwweelllliinngg  

uunniittss  wwhheerree  aapppplliiccaabbllee..  

  

1144..  PPrroovviissiioonnss  ffoorr  tthhee  aaddeeqquuaattee  ddiissppoossiittiioonn  ooff  ssuurrffaaccee  

wwaatteerr  iinn  aaccccoorrddaannccee  wwiitthh  ddeessiiggnn  ccrriitteerriiaa  aanndd  

ccoonnssttrruuccttiioonn  ssttaannddaarrddss  ooff  tthhee  ttoowwnn  iinnddiiccaattiinngg  

llooccaattiioonn,,  ssiizzeess,,  ttyyppeess,,  aanndd  ggrraaddeess  ooff  ddiittcchheess,,  ccaattcchh  

bbaassiinnss,,  aanndd  ppiippeess  aanndd  ccoonnnneeccttiioonn  ttoo  eexxiissttiinngg  ddrraaiinnaaggee  

ssyysstteemm..  

    

1155..  PPrroovviissiioonnss  aanndd  sscchheedduullee  ffoorr  tthhee  aaddeeqquuaattee  ccoonnttrrooll  ooff  

eerroossiioonn  aanndd  sseeddiimmeennttaattiioonn  ffoorr  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  oorr  

rreeddeevveellooppmmeenntt  eexxcceeeeddiinngg  22550000  ssqquuaarree  ffeeeett,,  iinn  

aaccccoorrddaannccee  wwiitthh  tthhee  AAccccoommaacckk  CCoouunnttyy  EErroossiioonn  aanndd  

SSeeddiimmeenntt  CCoonnttrrooll  OOrrddiinnaannccee..  

  

1166..  PPrrooppoosseedd  ffiinniisshheedd  ggrraaddiinngg  bbyy  ccoonnttoouurr  ssuupppplleemmeenntteedd  

wwhheerree  nneecceessssaarryy  bbyy  ssppoott  eevvaalluuaattiioonn..  

  

1177..  OOnnee  hhuunnddrreedd  yyeeaarr  ffllooooddppllaaiinn  lliimmiitt  ssttuuddiieess  aass  rreeqquuiirreedd  

bbyy  tthhee  aaddmmiinniissttrraattoorr..  

  

1188..  TThhee  llooccaattiioonn,,  cchhaarraacctteerr,,  ssiizzee,,  hheeiigghhtt,,  aanndd  oorriieennttaattiioonn  

ooff  pprrooppoosseedd  ssiiggnnss..  

  

1199..  LLooccaattiioonnss  aanndd  aaccrreeaaggee  ooff  aallll  ooppeenn  ssppaacceess,,  rreeqquuiirreedd  

bbuuffffeerr  aarreeaass  aanndd  iiddeennttiiffiiccaattiioonn  ooff  aarreeaass  ffoorr  aanndd  

iimmpprroovveemmeennttss  ttoo  aallll  rreeccrreeaattiioonnaall  ffaacciilliittiieess..  

  

2200..  AAnnyy  nneecceessssaarryy  nnootteess  rreeqquuiirreedd  bbyy  tthhee  aaddmmiinniissttrraattoorr  ttoo  

eexxppllaaiinn  tthhee  ppuurrppoossee  ooff  ssppeecciiffiicc  iitteemmss  oonn  tthhee  ppllaann..  

  

2211..  TThhee  aaddmmiinniissttrraattoorr  mmaayy  rreeqquueesstt  aaddddiittiioonnaall  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  

ootthheerr  tthhaann  wwhhaatt  hhaass  pprreevviioouussllyy  bbeeeenn  ssttaatteedd  wwhheenn  ddeeeemmeedd  

nneecceessssaarryy  ttoo  pprrootteecctt  tthhee  hheeaalltthh,,  ssaaffeettyy  aanndd  ggeenneerraall  

wweellffaarree  ooff  tthhee  cciittiizzeennss  ooff  tthhee  ttoowwnn..  

  

  2222..      LLooccaattiioonn  ooff  aapppplliiccaabbllee  CCBBPPAA''ss..  

  

SSeecc..  2244--111188..  IImmpprroovveemmeennttss  aanndd  SSttaannddaarrddss..  

  

TThhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  iimmpprroovveemmeennttss  aanndd  mmiinniimmuumm  ssttaannddaarrddss,,  aass  aapppplliiccaabbllee,,  

sshhaallll  bbee  rreeqquuiirreedd  aanndd  pprroovviiddeedd  ffoorr  iinn  aa  ssiittee  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  ppllaann..  
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aa..    AAllll  ssttrreeeett  aanndd  hhiigghhwwaayy  ccoonnssttrruuccttiioonn  ssttaannddaarrddss  aanndd  ggeeoommeettrriicc  

ddeessiiggnn  ssttaannddaarrddss  sshhaallll  bbee  iinn  aa  aaccccoorrdd  wwiitthh  tthhoossee  ssppeecciiffiieedd  bbyy  

tthhee  VViirrggiinniiaa  DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  ooff  HHiigghhwwaayyss  aanndd  TTrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn..  

  

bb..      TThhee  ppaavveemmeenntt  ooff  vveehhiiccuullaarr  ttrraavveell  llaanneess,,  ddrriivveewwaayyss,,  oorr  

aalllleeyyss  ddeessiiggnneedd  ttoo  ppeerrmmiitt  vveehhiiccuullaarr  ttrraavveell  oonn  tthhee  ssiittee  aanndd  ttoo--

aanndd--ffrroomm  aaddjjaacceenntt  pprrooppeerrttyy  aanndd  ppaarrkkiinngg  aarreeaass  sshhaallll  bbee  nnoott  lleessss  

tthhaann  ttwweennttyy  ((2200))  ffeeeett  iinn  wwiiddtthh  ffoorr  ttwwoo--wwaayy  ttrraaffffiicc  aanndd  tteenn  ((1100))  

ffeeeett  ffoorr  oonnee--wwaayy  ttrraaffffiicc..  

  

cc..    CCuull--ddee--ssaaccss  sshhaallll  bbee  ddeessiiggnneedd  aanndd  ccoonnssttrruucctteedd  iinn  aaccccoorrddaannccee  

wwiitthh  tthhee  ssttrreeeett  ssttaannddaarrddss  ssppeecciiffiieedd  bbyy  tthhee  VViirrggiinniiaa  DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  

ooff  TTrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn,,  aanndd  mmaayy  nnoott  bbee  ccoonnssttrruueedd  oorr  eemmppllooyyeedd  aass  

ppaarrkkiinngg  aarreeaass..  

  

dd..  MMiinniimmuumm  uuttiilliittyy  eeaasseemmeenntt  wwiiddtthh  sshhaallll  bbee  ttwweennttyy((2200))  ffeeeett  

uunnlleessss  ssppeecciiffiiccaallllyy  rreedduucceedd  aass  ssppeecciiffiieedd  bbyy  tthhee  aaddmmiinniissttrraattoorr..    

WWhheerree  mmuullttiippllee  ssttrruuccttuurreess  oorr  ppiippeess  aarree  iinnssttaalllleedd,,  tthhee  eeddggee  ooff  

tthhee  eeaasseemmeenntt  sshhaallll  bbee  ffiivvee  ((55))  ffeeeett  cclleeaarr  ooff  tthhee  oouuttssiiddee  ppiippeess..    

WWhheerree  eeaasseemmeennttss  ddoo  nnoott  ffoollllooww  tthhee  eessttaabblliisshheedd  lloott  lliinneess,,  tthhee  

nneeaarreesstt  eeddggee  ooff  aannyy  eeaasseemmeenntt  sshhaallll  bbee  aa  mmiinniimmuumm  ooff  ffiivvee  ((55))  ffeeeett  

ffrroomm  aannyy  bbuuiillddiinngg..  

  

ee..      SSiiddeewwaallkkss  aanndd  ppeeddeessttrriiaann  wwaallkkwwaayyss  sshhaallll  bbee  ddeessiiggnneedd  ttoo  

eennaabbllee  ppaattrroonnss  aanndd  tteennaannttss  ttoo  wwaallkk  ssaaffeellyy  aanndd  ccoonnvveenniieennttllyy  ffrroomm  

oonnee  ((11))  bbuuiillddiinngg  ttoo  aannootthheerr  wwiitthhiinn  tthhee  ssiittee  aanndd  aaddjjaacceenntt  ssiitteess..  

    

ff..      AAllll  rreeqquuiirreedd  ssccrreeeenniinngg  sshhaallll  bbee  ssuuffffiicciieennttllyy  ddeennssee  oorr  

ooppaaqquuee  ttoo  ssccrreeeenn  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  eeffffeeccttiivveellyy  ffrroomm  tthhee  aaddjjaacceenntt  

pprrooppeerrttiieess..  

  

gg..      IInn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  pprreesseerrvvee  tthhee  cchhaarraacctteerr  aanndd  nnaattuurraall  eennvviirroonnmmeenntt  

aanndd  ttoo  pprroovviiddee  vviissuuaall  aanndd  nnooiissee  bbuuffffeerriinngg,,  tthhee  aaddmmiinniissttrraattoorr  mmaayy  

rreeffuussee  ttoo  aapppprroovvee  aannyy  ssiittee  ppllaann  wwhhiicchh  pprrooppoosseedd  uunnnneecceessssaarryy  

ddeessttrruuccttiioonn  ooff  ttrreeeess  aanndd  ootthheerr  nnaattuurraall  ffeeaattuurreess  aanndd  uunnnneecceessssaarryy  

llaanndd  ddiissttuurrbbaanncceess..    TThhee  TToowwnn  ccoouunncciill  mmaayy  rreeqquuiirree  aassssuurraannccee  tthhaatt  

tthhee  ddeevveellooppeerr  hhaass  mmaaddee  rreeaassoonnaabbllee  eeffffoorrtt  iinn  lliigghhtt  ooff  tthhee  

pprrooppoosseedd  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  ttoo  pprreesseerrvvee,,  rreepplleenniisshh,,  aanndd  pprrootteecctt  ttrreeeess  

ooff  ssiixx  ((66))  iinncchh  ddiiaammeetteerr  oorr  llaarrggeerr  aatt  tthhee  DDBBHH,,  oorrnnaammeennttaall  ttrreeeess  

ooff  aannyy  ssiizzee;;  ttrreeeess  wwiitthhiinn  rreeqquuiirreedd  sseettbbaacckkss  oorr  aalloonngg  bboouunnddaarriieess  

uunnlleessss  nneecceessssaarryy  ttoo  rreemmoovvee  ffoorr  aacccceessss,,  ggrraaddiinngg,,  cciirrccuullaattiioonn,,  

uuttiilliittiieess,,  oorr  ddrraaiinnaaggee;;  ssttrreeaammss  iinn  tthheeiirr  nnaattuurraall  ccoonnddiittiioonn  aanndd  

lliimmiitt  tthhee  aammoouunntt  ooff  iimmppeerrvviioouuss  ccoovveerr  ttoo  tthhee  eexxtteenntt  pprraaccttiiccaabbllee..  

  

SSeecc..  2244--111199..  PPrroocceedduurreess  

  

aa..      AAuutthhoorriittyy  ffoorr  RReevviieeww  aanndd  AApppprroovvaall..    SSiittee  ppllaannss  mmaayy  bbee  

aapppprroovveedd  aaddmmiinniissttrraattiivveellyy  bbyy  tthhee  aaddmmiinniissttrraattoorr  aafftteerr  ffiirrsstt  
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ddiissttrriibbuuttiinngg  tthhee  ppllaann  ttoo  rreeqquuiirreedd  ccoouunnttyy  aanndd  ssttaattee  ddeeppaarrttmmeennttss  

aanndd  ttoo  tthhee  TToowwnn  PPllaannnniinngg  CCoommmmiissssiioonn  ffoorr  wwrriitttteenn  ccoommmmeennttss..  

  

bb..      PPrree--aapppplliiccaattiioonn  CCoonnffeerreennccee..    AAllll  aapppplliiccaannttss  aarree  eennccoouurraaggeedd  

ttoo  rreeqquueesstt  aa  pprree--aapppplliiccaattiioonn  rreevviieeww  ccoonnffeerreennccee..    TThhee  ppuurrppoossee  ooff  

tthhee  ccoonnffeerreennccee  iiss  ttoo  ddiissccuussss  tthhee  bbaassiicc  ssiittee  ppllaann,,  ooffff--ssttrreeeett  

ppaarrkkiinngg,,  ssiiggnnss,,  aanndd  ootthheerr  TToowwnn  oorrddiinnaannccee  rreeqquuiirreemmeennttss,,  

uuttiilliittiieess,,  aanndd  ddrraaiinnaaggee  aanndd  ttoo  ccoonnssiiddeerr  pprreelliimmiinnaarryy  ffeeaattuurreess  ooff  

tthhee  pprrooppoosseedd  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  aass  tthheeyy  rreellaattee  ttoo  tthhiiss  AArrttiiccllee..  

  

cc..      RReevviieeww  aanndd  AApppprroovvaall  ooff  FFiinnaall  SSiittee  PPllaann..  

  

11..  SSuuffffiicciieenntt  ccooppiieess,,  aass  rreeqquuiirreedd  bbyy  tthhee  aaddmmiinniissttrraattoorr,,  

ooff  tthhee  ffiinnaall  ppllaann  sshhaallll  bbee  ssuubbmmiitttteedd  ttoo  tthhee  aaddmmiinniissttrraattoorr..    

TThhee  aaddmmiinniissttrraattoorr  sshhaallll  nnoottiiffyy  tthhee  aapppplliiccaanntt  wwiitthhiinn  2200  ddaayyss  

ooff  tthhee  aaccttiioonn  ttaakkeenn,,  wwhhiicchh  mmaayy  bbee  aapppprroovvaall,,  aapppprroovvaall  

ssuubbjjeecctt  ttoo  ccoonnddiittiioonnss,,  oorr  ddiissaapppprroovvaall..  

  

22..  AAnn  aapppplliiccaanntt  mmaayy  aappppeeaall  tthhee  ddeecciissiioonn  ooff  tthhee  

aaddmmiinniissttrraattoorr  wwiitthhiinn  tthhiirrttyy  ((3300))  ddaayyss  iinn  wwrriittiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  

BBooaarrdd  ooff  ZZoonniinngg  AAppppeeaallss  iinn  aaccccoorrddaannccee  wwiitthh  AArrttiiccllee  XXVVII..  

  

SSeecc..  2244--112200..  SSiittee  PPllaann  TTeerrmmiinnaattiioonn  oorr  EExxtteennssiioonn  

  

aa..      AAnn  aapppprroovveedd  ssiittee  ppllaann  sshhaallll  eexxppiirree  aanndd  bbeeccoommee  nnuullll  aanndd  vvooiidd  

iiff  nnoo  bbuuiillddiinngg  ppeerrmmiitt  hhaass  bbeeeenn  oobbttaaiinneedd  ffoorr  tthhee  ssiittee  iinn  ttwweellvvee  

((1122))  mmoonntthhss  aafftteerr  tthhee  ffiinnaall  aapppprroovvaall..  

  

bb..      TThhee  TToowwnn  ccoouunncciill  mmaayy  ggrraanntt  aann  eexxtteennssiioonn  ooff  oonnee  ((11))  yyeeaarr..  

  

SSeecc..  2244--112211..  AAmmeennddmmeennttss  ttoo  AApppprroovveedd  SSiittee  PPllaann  

  

aa..      IIff  iitt  bbeeccoommeess  nneecceessssaarryy  ffoorr  aann  aapppprroovveedd  ssiittee  ppllaann  ttoo  bbee  

cchhaannggeedd,,  tthhee  aaddmmiinniissttrraattoorr  sshhaallll,,  aatt  tthhee  aapppplliiccaanntt''ss  rreeqquueesstt,,  

eeiitthheerr  aaddmmiinniissttrraattiivveellyy  aapppprroovvee  aann  aammeennddmmeenntt  ttoo  tthhee  ssiittee  ppllaann  

oorr,,  iiff  tthhee  cchhaannggee  iiss  mmaajjoorr,,  rreeqquuiirree  tthhaatt  aa  nneeww  ssiittee  ppllaann  bbee  

ddrraawwnn  aanndd  ssuubbmmiitttteedd  ffoorr  rreevviieeww  aanndd  aaccttiioonn  iinn  aaccccoorrddaannccee  wwiitthh  

tthhiiss  AArrttiiccllee..  

  

SSeecc..  2244--112222..  SSiittee  PPllaann  PPrreerreeqquuiissiittee  ttoo  IIssssuuaannccee  ooff  

ZZoonniinngg  PPeerrmmiittss  

  

aa..      NNoo  zzoonniinngg  ppeerrmmiitt  sshhaallll  bbee  iissssuueedd  ttoo  ccoonnssttrruucctt,,  eerreecctt,,  oorr  

aalltteerr  aannyy  bbuuiillddiinngg  oorr  ssttrruuccttuurree  oorr  aannyy  ppeerrmmiitt  oorr  aauutthhoorriizzaattiioonn  

ggrraanntteedd  ttoo  iimmpprroovvee  oorr  ddeevveelloopp  llaanndd  ssuubbjjeecctt  ttoo  tthhee  pprroovviissiioonnss  ooff  

tthhiiss  AArrttiiccllee,,  uunnlleessss  aa  ssiittee  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  ppllaann  hhaass  bbeeeenn  ssuubbmmiitttteedd  

aanndd  aapppprroovveedd..  
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bb..      CClleeaarriinngg  oorr  ggrraaddiinngg  aanndd  ccoonnssttrruuccttiioonn  mmaayy  bbeeggiinn  uuppoonn  

aapppprroovvaall  ooff  tthhee  ssiittee  ppllaann  bbyy  tthhee  ZZoonniinngg  AAddmmiinniissttrraattoorr,,  ppaayymmeenntt  

ooff  aallll  rreeqquuiirreedd  ppllaann  ffeeeess  aanndd  aaccqquuiissiittiioonn  ooff  bbuuiillddiinngg  ppeerrmmiittss..  

AAllll  bbuuiillddiinngg  aanndd  ooccccuuppaannccyy  ppeerrmmiittss  sshhaallll  bbee  iissssuueedd  iinn  aaccccoorrddaannccee  

wwiitthh  aapppprroovveedd  ssiittee  ppllaannss..  

  

SSeecc..  2244--112233..  CCoommpplliiaannccee  wwiitthh  AApppprroovveedd  SSiittee  PPllaann  

  

aa..      IInnssppeeccttiioonnss  sshhaallll  bbee  mmaaddee,,  dduurriinngg  tthhee  iinnssttaallllaattiioonn  ooff  ooffff--

ssiittee  aanndd  oonn--ssiittee  iimmpprroovveemmeennttss,,  bbyy  tthhee  zzoonniinngg  aaddmmiinniissttrraattoorr  oorr  

hhiiss  ddeessiiggnnaatteedd  rreepprreesseennttaattiivvee  iinn  tthheeiirr  aarreeaass  ooff  rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy,,  

ttoo  iinnssuurree  ccoommpplliiaannccee  wwiitthh  tthhee  aapppprroovveedd  ssiittee  ppllaann..  

  

    TThhee  oowwnneerr  oorr  ddeevveellooppeerr  sshhaallll  pprroovviiddee  aaddeeqquuaattee  ssuuppeerrvviissiioonn  aatt  

tthhee  ssiittee  dduurriinngg  iinnssttaallllaattiioonn  ooff  iimmpprroovveemmeennttss  rreeqquuiirreedd  bbyy  tthhee  

ssiittee  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  ppllaann  aanndd  sshhaallll  mmaakkee  oonnee  ((11))  sseett  ooff  aapppprroovveedd  

ppllaannss  aavvaaiillaabbllee  aatt  tthhee  ssiittee  aatt  aallll  ttiimmeess  tthhaatt  wwoorrkk  iiss  bbeeiinngg  

ppeerrffoorrmmeedd..  
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ARTICLE XXI - FLOOD PLAIN OVER LAY DISTRICT 
 

ARTICLE I - GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 

Sec. 24-124. Purpose 
 

The purpose of these provisions is to prevent the following; 

the loss of life and property; the creation of health and safety 

hazards; the disruption of commerce and governmental services; the 

extraordinary and unnecessary expenditure of funds for flood 

protection and relief; and the impairment of the tax base by: 

 

A.  Regulating uses, activities, and development which, alone or in 
combination with other existing or future uses, activities and 

development, will cause unacceptable increases in flood heights, 

velocities, and, frequencies. 

 

B.  Restricting or prohibiting certain uses, activities, and 

development from locating within districts subject to flooding. 

 

C.  Requiring all those uses, activities, and developments that do 

occur in flood-prone districts to be protected and/or flood 

proofed against flooding and flood damage. 

 

D.  Protecting individuals from buying land and structures, which are 
unsuited for intended purposes because of flood hazards. 

 

Sec. 24-125. Applicability 
 

These provisions shall apply to all lands within the 

jurisdiction of the Town of Onancock and identified as being in the 

100-year flood plain by the Federal Insurance Administration. 

 

Sec. 24-126. Compliance and Liability 
 

A.  No land shall hereafter be developed and no structure shall be 
located, relocated, constructed, reconstructed, enlarged, or 

structurally altered except in full compliance with the terms and 

provisions of this ordinance and any other applicable ordinances 

and regulations which apply to uses within the jurisdiction of 

this ordinance. 

 

B.  The degree of flood protection sought by the provisions of this 
ordinance is considered reasonable for regulatory purposes and is 

based on acceptable engineering methods of study.    Larger floods 

may occur on rare occasions.  Flood heights may be increased by 

man-made or natural causes, such as ice jams and bridge openings 

restricted by debris.  This ordinance does not imply that 
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districts outside the flood plain district, or that land uses 

permitted within such district will be free from flooding or flood 

damages. 

 

C.  This ordinance shall not create liability on the part of the Town 
of Onancock or any officer or employee thereof for any flood 

damages that result from reliance on this ordinance or any 

administrative decision lawfully made thereunder. 

 

Sec. 24-127. Abrogation and Greater Restrictions 
 

This ordinance supersedes any ordinance currently in effect in 

flood-prone districts.  However, any underlying ordinance shall 

remain in full force and effect to the extent that its provisions 

are more restrictive than this ordinance. The basis for the 

delineation of these districts shall be the Flood Insurance Study 

(FIS) and the Flood Insurance Rate Maps for Accomack County and the 

Town of Onancock prepared by the Federal Emergency Management 

Agency, Federal Insurance Administration, dated March 16, 2008, as 

amended.  

 

Sec. 24-128. Severability 
 

If any section, subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause, or 

phrase of this ordinance shall be declared invalid for any reason 

whatever, such decision shall not affect the remaining portions of 

this ordinance.  The remaining portions shall remain in full force 

and effect; and for this purpose, the provisions of this ordinance 

are hereby declared to be severable. 

 

Sec. 24-129. Definitions 
 

A.  Base Flood/One-Hundred Year Flood- A flood that, on the average, 
is likely to occur once (i.e., that has a one (1) percent chance 

of occurring each year, although the flood may occur in any year). 

 

B.  Base Flood Elevation (BFE)- The Federal Emergency Management 

Agency designated 100 year water surface elevation. 

 

C.  Basement- Any area of the building having its floor sub grade 

(below ground level) on all sides. 

 

D.  Board of Zoning Appeals- The Board appointed to review appeals 
made by individuals with regard to decisions of the Zoning 

Administrator in the interpretation of this ordinance. 

 

E.  Development- Any man-made change to improved or unimproved real 
estate, including, but not limited to, buildings or other 
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structures, mining, dredging, filling, grading, paving, excavation 

or drilling operations or storage of equipment or materials. 

 

F.  Flood Plain- Any land area susceptible to being inundated by water 
from any source. 

 

G.  Freeboard - A factor of safety usually expressed in feet above a 
floor  level for purposes of flood plain management. 

 

H.  Lowest Floor- The lowest floor of the lowest enclosed are 

(including basement). 

 

I.  Recreational Vehicles -  A vehicle which is: 

(a) built on a single chassis; 

(b) 400 square feet or less when measured at the largest 

horizontal projection; 

(c) designed to be self-propelled or permanently towable by a 

light duty truck; and 

(d) designed primarily not for use as a permanent dwelling but 
as a temporary living quarters for recreational camping, 

travel, or seasonal use. 

 

J.  Substantial Damage- Damage of any origin sustained by a structure 
whereby the cost of restoring the structure to its before damaged 

condition would equal or exceed 50 percent of the market value of 

the structure before the damaged occurred. 

 

K._Substantial Improvement- Any reconstruction, rehabilitation, 

addition, or other improvement of a structure, the cost of which 

equals or exceeds 50 percent of the market value of the structure 

before the “start of construction” of the improvement.  This term 

includes structures, which have incurred “substantial damage” 

regardless of the actual repair work performed.  The term does 

not, however, include either:  (1) any project for improvement of 

a structure to correct existing violations of state or local 

health, sanitary, or safety code specifications which have been 

identified by the local code enforcement official and which are 

the minimum necessary to assure safe living conditions or (2) any 

alteration of a “historic structure”, provided that the alteration 

will not preclude the structures continued designation as a 

“historic structure”. 

 

L.  Historic Structure - means any structure that is: 

(a) Listed individually in the National register of Historic 

Places (a listing maintained by the department of Interior) 

or preliminarily determined by the Secretary of the Interior 

as meeting the requirements for individual listing on the 

National Register. 
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(b) Certified or preliminarily determined by the Secretary of 

the Interior as contributing to the historical significance 

of a registered historic district or a district preliminarily 

determined by the Secretary to qualify as a registered 

historic district; 

(c) Individually listed on a state inventory of historic places 
in states with historic preservation programs which have been 

approved by the Secretary of the Interior; or 

(d) Individually listed on a local inventory of historic places 
in communities with historic preservation programs that have 

been certified either; 

(1) By an approved state program as determined by the 

Secretary of the Interior or 

(2) Directly by the Secretary of the Interior in states 

without approved programs. 

 

Sec. 24-130. Description of Districts 
 

A.  Basis of Districts 
 

     The flood plain district shall include areas subject to 

inundation by waters of the one hundred (100) year flood.  The basis 

for the delineation of the district shall be the one hundred (100)-

year elevations or profiles contained in the Flood Insurance Study 

(FIS), dated December 15, 1981 and the accompanying Flood Insurance 

Rate Maps (FIRMS), dated June 15, 1981 for the Town of Onancock 

prepared by the Federal Emergency Management Agency, Federal 

Insurance Administration, as amended. 

 

B.  Overlay Concept 
 

1.  The Flood Plain District described above shall be overlays to 
the existing underlying area as shown on the Official Zoning 

Ordinance Map, and as such, the provisions for the flood plain 

district shall serve as a supplement to the underlying district 

provisions. 

 

2.  Any conflict between the provisions or requirements of the 

Flood Plain Districts and those of any underlying district, the 

more restrictive provisions and/or those pertaining to the 

flood plain district shall apply. 

 

3.  In the event any provision concerning a Flood Plain District is 
declared inapplicable as a result of any legislative or 

administrative actions or judicial decision, the basic 

underlying provisions shall remain applicable. 
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Sec. 24-131. Official Zoning Map 
 

The boundaries of the Flood Plain District are established as 

shown on the Flood Insurance Rate Map which is declared to be a part 

of this ordinance and which shall be kept on file at the Town of 

Onancock Office. 

 

Sec. 24-132. District Boundary Changes 
 

The delineation of any of the Flood Plain District may be 

revised by the Town Council where natural or man-made changes have 

occurred and/or where more detailed studies have been conducted or 

undertaken by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers or other qualified 

agency, or an individual documents the need for such change.  

However, prior the any such change, approval must be obtained from 

the Federal Insurance Administration. 

 

Sec. 24-133. Interpretation of District Boundaries 
 

Initial interpretation of the boundaries of the Flood Plain 

District shall be made by the Zoning Officer.  Should a dispute 

arise concerning the boundaries of any of the districts, the Board 

of Zoning Appeals shall make the necessary determination.  The 

person questioning or contesting the location of the District 

boundary shall be given a reasonable opportunity to present his case 

to the Board and to submit his own technical evidence if he so 

desires. 

 

Sec. 24-134. General District Provisions 
 

A.  Permit Requirement 
 

All uses, activities, and development occurring within any 

Flood Plain District shall be undertaken only upon the issuance 

of a zoning permit. Such development shall be undertaken only 

in strict compliance with the provisions of the Ordinance and 

with all other applicable codes and ordinances, such as the 

Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code and the Town of 

Onancock Subdivision Regulations.  Prior to the issuance of any 

such permit, the Zoning Officer shall require all applicants to 

include compliance with all applicable state and federal laws.  

 

B.  Drainage Facilities 

 

Storm drainage facilities shall be designed to convey the flow 

of storm water runoff in a safe and efficient manner.  The 

system shall insure proper drainage along streets, and provide 

positive drainage away from buildings.  The system shall also 
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be designed to prevent the discharge of excess runoff onto 

adjacent properties. 

 

C.  Site Plans and Permit Applications 

 

All applications for development in the Flood Plain district 

and all building permits issued for the Flood Plain shall 

incorporate the following information: 

 

1.  For structures to be elevated, the elevation of the lowest 
floor (including basement). 

2.  For structures to be flood proofed (non-residential only), 
the elevation to which the structure will be flood proofed. 

3.  The elevation of the one hundred (100)-year flood. 
4.  Topographic information showing existing and proposed 

ground elevations. 

 

D.  Recreational Vehicles  
 

 Recreational vehicles placed on sites shall either: 

(I)  Be on the site for fewer than 180 consecutive days, be 
fully licensed and ready for highway use, or 

(II) Meet the permit requirements for placement and the 

elevation and anchoring requirements for manufactured 

homes as contained in the Uniform Statewide Building 

Code. 

 

 A recreational vehicle is ready for highway use if it is on its 

wheels or jacking system, is attached to the site only by quick 

disconnect type utilities and security devices, and has no 

permanently attached additions. 

 

Sec. 24-135. Variances: FACTORS TO BE CONSIDERED 
 

In passing upon applications for Variances, the Board of Zoning 

Appeals shall satisfy all relevant factors and procedures specified 

in other sections of the zoning ordinance and consider the following 

additional factors: 

 

A.  The danger to life and property due to increased flood heights or 
velocities caused by encroachments.   

 

B.  The danger that materials may be swept on to other lands or 

downstream to the injury of others. 

 

C.  The proposed water supply and sanitation systems and the ability 
of these systems to prevent disease, contamination, and unsanitary 

conditions. 
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D.  The susceptibility of the proposed facility and its contents to 
flood damage and the effect of such damage on the individual 

owners. 

 

E.  The importance of the services provided by the proposed facility 
to the Community. 

 

F.  The requirements of the facility for a waterfront location. 
 

G.  The availability of alternative locations not subject to flooding 
for the proposed use. 

 

H.  The compatibility of the proposed use with existing development 
and development anticipated in the foreseeable future. 

 

I.  The relationship of the proposed use to the comprehensive plan and 
flood-plain management program for the area. 

 

J.  The safety of access by ordinary and emergency vehicles to the 
property in time of flood. 

 

K.  The expected heights, velocity, duration, rate of rise, and 

sediment transport of the flood waters expected at the site. 

 

L.  The repair or rehabilitation of historic structures upon a 

determination that the proposed repair or rehabilitation will not 

preclude the structure’s continued designation as a historic 

structure and the variance is the minimum necessary to preserve 

the historic character and designed of the structure. 

 

M. Such other factors which are relevant to the purposes of this 

ordinance. 

 

The Board of Zoning Appeals may refer any application and 

accompanying documentation pertaining to any request for a variance 

to any engineer or other qualified person or agency for technical 

assistance in evaluating the proposed project in relation to flood 

heights and velocities, and the adequacy of the  plans for flood 

protection and other related matters. 

 

Variances shall be issued only after the Board Zoning Appeals 

has determined that the granting of such will not result in (a) 

unacceptable or prohibit increase in flood heights, (b) additional 

threats to public safety, ( c) extraordinary public expense; and 

will not (d) create nuisances, (e) cause fraud or victimize of the 

public, or (f) conflict with local laws or ordinance.  Variances 

shall be issued only after the Board of Zoning Appeals has 
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determined that variance will be the minimum required to provide 

relief from any hardship to the applicant. 

 

The Board of Zoning Appeals shall notify the applicant for a 

variance, in writing, that the issuance of a variance to construct a 

structure below the one hundred (100)- year flood elevation (a) 

increases the risks of life and  property and (b) will result in 

increased premium rates for flood insurance. 

 

A record shall be maintained of the above notification as well 

as all variance actions, including justification for the issuance of 

the variances.  Any variances which are issued shall be noted in the 

annual or biennial report submitted to the Federal Insurance 

Administrator. 

 

Sec. 24-136. Existing Structures in Floodplain Districts 
 

A structure or use of a structure or premises which lawfully 

existed before the enactment of these provisions, but which is not 

in conformity with these provisions, may be continued subject to the 

following conditions: 

 

A.  Any modification, alteration, repair, reconstruction, or 

improvement of any kind to a structure and/or use located in any 

Flood Plain area to an extent or amount of less that fifty (50) 

percent of its market value, elevation and/or Flood Proofing 

should be considered to the greatest extent possible. 

 

B.  The modification, alteration, repair, reconstruction, or 

improvement of any kind to a structure and/or use, regardless of 

its locations in a Flood Plain area, to an extent or amount of 

fifty (50) percent or more of its market value shall be undertaken 

only in full compliance with the provisions of this ordinance and 

the Virginia Uniform State Wide Building Code.         

 

 


