ONANCOCK

YVIRGINIA'S EASTERN SHORE

Planning Commission: Jeffrey Adler, Katherine Grier, Cynthia Holdren, John Labadie, Jim McGowan, Paul Weitzel
Mayor: Fletcher Fosque | Town Manager: Matt Spuck

Planning Commission

July 7, 2025.
6:00 PM Town Council Chambers
Agenda
Call to order.
Attendance.

Approval of June 2, 2025, minutes
OLD BUSINESS
e Motion on zoning change application (85A3- A-29A)
e Public comment
NEW BUSINESS
e (OBCA Strategic Direction
¢  Public comment
Update on assignments of responsibility for Comprehensive Plan topics
Town manager report
General public comment
Commissioners’ comment
Adjourn
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Town of Onancock
Planning Commission Meeting
Monday, June 2, 2025
6:00 PM

Call to Order — Chairperson Grier called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.

Attendance - Commissioners Jeff Adler, Cindy Holdren, John Labadie, Jim McGowan, Paul
Weitzel and Chairperson Grier were present. Commissioner Greg Temple was not present.

Town Manager Matt Spuck and Town Clerk Debbie Caton was also present. A quorum was
established.

Approval of 5 May minutes - Commissioner Labadie moved to approve the meeting minutes.
Commissioner Weitzel seconded the motion.

Chairperson Grier asked that the meeting minutes be amended to list the assignments
of each Commissioner under the Item 6 — Assignments of responsibility for plan topics.

Commissioner Weitzel moved to approve the meeting minutes with amendments.
Commissioner Labadie seconded the motion. The motion passed with a 5-0 vote,

Introduction of new member Greg Temple — Commissioner Temple was not present at the
meeting due to a planned vacation. Chairperson Grier read Commissioner Temple’s
introduction letter. {see full statement attached)

New Business

List of action steps in the current comprehensive plan and discussion of progress —
Commissianer Holdren created a document that pulls out the goals and actions so that as
progress is made in each section it can be recorded. Commissioner Holdren needs updates on
a few projects from Town Manager Spuck to make the document current.

Discussion, list of guestions relation to rezoning application by Atlantic Group & Associates
Inc. — The Planning Commission will send a list of questions to Atlantic Group & Associates,
Inc. In this letter, the Atlantic Group & Associates, Inc. will be notified the Planning

Commission is actively updating the comprehensive plan that will involve a discussion of land
use and zoning.

Distribution of demographic data for the Town of Onancock and discussion of the
questions/issues that it raises. - The Planning Commission reviewed and discussed the
Onancock-Accomack data comparison. (see full report attached)
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Town of Onancock
Planning Commission Meeting
Monday, June 2, 2025
6:00 PM

9} Public Comment -

a. Patsy Felthousen — Ms. Felthousen asked if the Carbaurgh Associates’ application
mentioned in a previous Manager’s report is the same application that was discussed
earlier. Town Manager Spuck responded the applications are for different
developments.

b. Priscilla Hart ~ Ms. Hart asked if there are any other developments on the horizon. Town
Manager Spuck responded there are no other applications.

10) Old Business.

11) Discussion of assignments for the comprehensive plan — Commissioner Weitzel reported that
in the 2021 Comprehensive Plan there was no provisions for economic development. For
future economic development goals, Commissioner Weitzel would like to add text to

emphasize promoting and protecting the historic character of Onancock as this seems to be a
significant draw.

12) Town Manager report - no report.

13} Pubflic Comment -

a. Priscilla Hart — Ms. Hart likes that Commissioner Weitzel is working on ideas to entice
new businesses to Onancock.

14} Commissioner comment — The Commissioners would like Onancock email addresses. Town
Clerk Debbie Caton will work with IT Tech to set up the new email addresses.

15) Move to closed session to discuss real estate matters as allowed by — Chairperson Grier
maoved to enter closed session to discuss real estate matters as allowed by State Code §2.2-
3711.3. Commissioner McGowan seconded the motion. The motion passed with a 5-0 vote.
Closed session started at 7:15 PM.
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Town of Onancock
Planning Commission Meeting
Monday, June 2, 2025
6:00 PM

Commissioner Holdren moved to reenter public session and certify that only the matters
mentioned in the motion to enter closed session were discussed. A roll call vote was taken:

Commissioner Alder — aye
Commissioner Holdren - aye
Commissioner Labadie — aye
Commissioner McGowan — aye
Commissioner Weitzel — aye
Chairperson Grier — aye

e & & & 0 &

Closed session adjourned at 7:31 PM.

16) Adjourn — Commissioner Adler moved to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner McGowan
seconded the motion. The motion passed with a 5-0 vote. The meeting adjourned at 7:31
PM.



Comments to be read at the June 2, 2025 meeting of the Onancock Planning Commission.

| would like to apologize for not attending what would be my first Planning Commission meeting.
We had a vacation scheduled before my recent appointment, and we will be enroute and

unavailable at the meeling time. Therefore, | asked Kasey if she would read this short statement
into the record on my behalf.

I am happy, and quite settled, with my decision to keep my appointment to the Planning
Commission. At a time when development is happening or being planned all around us, this
body has a chance to shape land use policy, both residential and commercial, in a way that will
keep the local economy vital and growing, while maintaining the integrity and character of
Onancock. My particular interest is in storm water management. Most of the Town is
surrounded by water. To me, the creeks and their tidal marshiands are the soul of our Town,
and we are the Stewards. It is our obligation, when considering any land use issues, to
incorporate the Chesapeake Bay Preservation Act, and all the Best Management Practices, for
mitigating the impact of storm water runoff into our creeks, and for flood control.

When | took the Water Steward certification course through Va Tech, any discussion, on any
topic, always involved the CBPA. Any land use planning that we undertake as a Commission
without understanding the CBPA and its regutations, is planning blindly. So, while on vacation, |
intend to take the opportunity to spend time reading the CBPA, and overlaying it on the current

Comprehensive Plan, looking for any edits or changes to discuss at our next scheduled
meeeting.

I look forward to working with all of you, and thanks to all the citizens who took the time to come
and participate. Have a great summer.

Greg Temple



Onancock - Accomack data comparison - DRAFT 27 May 2025

FIELD ONANCOCK
POPULATION 1,157 (2020)
Population (ACS} 1,323 (2023)
Citizenship 98.9%
NOTE: Population of ZIP code 3,625
RACE

White 52.6 %

Black 35.3%

Multi-racial 11.4%

Other

AGE CHARACTERISTICS

Median age 44.6 years
Under five years 7.33% {97)
Under 18 years 386 {29.18%)

65 years and older 415 (31.6%)

HOUSEHOLDS
Number of households 619
Household average size 2.1 persons
Percent female 56%
ECONOMIC DATA
Employed population (2023) 451 (39%)
NB: This represents a 15.4% decline from 2022.
Median household income {2024) $53,750

Median income male

ACCOMACK CTY
33,413 (2020)

33,421 (2023)

68.9%
27.2%

1.9%

47.5years
5.1%
20.1%

26.8%

14302 (2023)

2.24%

14,547

57,500 (2023%)
$40,200 (2023)



FIELD ONANCOCK ACCOMACK

Median income female n.a. $25,700 (2023)

Per capita income $37,467 $33,213 (2023)

Households under $35,000 194 (32%)

Poverty (children under 18) 30%(116) 24.1% (1,597)

Poverty {seniors 65+) 23% (95) 14%

Persons in poverty overall n.a. 17.3%
EDUCATION

High school or higher 91.8% 82.8%

Bachelor’s degree or higher 41.3% 21.8%

Postgrad 27% n.a.
DIGITAL PROFILE

Households with a computer (2023) n.a. 88.4%

Broadband internet subscription (2023) n.a. 82.7%
HOUSING

Number of housing units 762 22,375{2024)

Parcent occupied 1% 77.2% (2020)

Percent vacant 29% 22.8% (2020)

Owner occupied units 68% 70.5%

Single units 82% 78%

Median value $239,000 $193,100
PUBLIC HEALTH

With a disability (under 65) n.a. 10.1%

Without health insurance n.a. 10.9%



Onancock Planning Commission
Map Questions -- brainstorming Draft 24 June 2025

The problem: What do | want to know that could be best shown on a map? How do we
identify situations that can be represented as data in the form of maps?

Which of these data series have maps? Which ones need new maps?

Utilities. Where do our various utilities run? Broadband, sewer, potable water.
Where is our stormwater drainage, including ditches? Where does stormwater go?
Where are the flood zones? Where are the protected wetlands?

Accurate depiction of land use and buildings on that land. Separate layer for zoning.
Allvacant property with its current zoning rating

Abandoned/derelict houses.

A map of the roads by type and sidewalks

Land owned by the town, the county and the state within town boundaries

Tree cover

Commercial buildings — occupied and empty

Lighting in the town

Cultural and recreational resources — not just zoning but how can we represent them?



Onancock - Accomack data comparison - DRAFT 21 JUNE 2025

Town of Onancock statistics are drawn from the United States Census for 2020 except
where noted. 2023 statistics are from the American Communities Survey of the U.S.
Census. The ACS is an ongoing statistical survey conducted by the U.S. Census
Bureau. It provides yearly updates on population, workforce data and housing. Itis
sample based, which needs to be considered when comparing with 2020 Census
figures. The ACS is important because it is used to distribute federal dollars for
programs relating to its areas of focus.

Accomack County Statistics are drawn from the United States Census for 2020 except
where noted. 2023 statistics are from the American Communities Survey of the U.S.
Census.

Additional notes on the statistics are numbered in brackets and included at the end of
this document.

FIELD ONANCOCK ACCOMACK CTY
POPULATION 1,157 (2020) 33,413 (2020)
Population (2023) (2) 1,323(2023) 33,421 (2023)
Citizenship 98.9% (2023) 93.3% (2023)
Population female (2023) 729

Population male (2023) 584

NOTE: Population of 23417 ZIP code 3,625

RACIAL DEMOGRAPHICS

White 52.6 % 68.9%
Black 35.3% 27.2%
Multi-racial 11.4% 1.9%
Other T% 2.0%

AGE CHARACTERISTICS (aggregate)
Median age 44.6 years 47.5 years
Under five years 7.33% (97) 5.1%

Under 18 years 29.18% (386) 20.1%



FIELD

65 years and older

ONANCOCK

31.6% (415)

MEDIAN AGE BY RACE AND GENDER (2023 ACS)

White
Hispanic
Black
Multi-racial
HOUSEHOLDS
Number of households
Household average size
Percent female
Married (2)
ECONOMIC DATA

Emptoyed population (2023) (2)

57.6years
43.3years
38.3 years

9.3 years

619
2.1 persons
56%

52%

451 (39%)

NB: This represents a 15.4% decline from 2022.

Median household income {2)

Median income male (2)

Median income female
Median individuat income
Per capita income
Households under $35,000
Poverty (children under 18)
Poverty (children under 18){2)
Poverty (seniors 65+)

Persons below poverty line (2)

$53,750 (2023)

n.a.
$39,100
$37,467

194 (32%)
116 (30%)
(39%)
95 (23%)

25.7%

ACCOMACK CTY

26.8%

14302 (2023)

2,24%

14,547

$57,500 (2023)

$40,200 (2023)

$25,700 (2023)

$33,213 (2023)

1,597 (24.1%)

14%

17.3%

\V



FIELD ONANCOCK

EDUCATION
High school or higher 91.8%
Bachelor’s degree or higher 41.3%
Postgrad 27%
DIGITAL PROFILE
Households with a computer (2023) n.a.

Brecadband internet subscription (2023) n.a.

HOUSING

Number of housing units 762
Percent occupied (1) 71%
Percent vacant (1) 29%
Owner occupied units 68%
Single units 82%
Median value $239,000
Median property taxes $419

HOUSING UNITS BY RACE {occupied at time of Census)

White alone 409
Black alone 203
Mixed race 12
Latinx/Hispanic 7
Other races 2

ACCOMACK CTY

82.8%
21.8%

n.a.

88.4%

82.7%

22,375(2024)
77.2% (2020)
22.8% (2020)
70.5%
78%

$193,100



FIELD ONANCOCK ACCOMACK CTY
PUBLIC HEALTH

With a disability (under 65) n.a. 10.1%

Without health insurance n.a. 10.9%
FIELD ONANCOCK ACCOMACK CTY

CRIME {Data Commons from FBIl.gov) (3)

Property crime (2022) 28
Violent crime {2022) 0
SOURCES

American Community Survey. Found within www.census.gov. ACS is “an ongoing
statistical survey conducted by the U.S. Census bureau.” It provides updates on workforce,
population characteristics and housing. Itis used to distribute federal dollars.

Census Reporter. Updated to include American Community Survey data from 2023.
www.censusreporter.org

Data Commons. www.Datacommons.org Updated regularly, Data Commons is “a Google
initiative that organizes publicly avaitable datasets into a unified, open knowledge graph to

make data more accessible and useful.” The tables can be confusing to read, but when the
cursor touches an individual data point on a graph, it is summarized in English.

DataUSA. www.datausa.io DatalUSA is a collaboration among Deloitte, Datawheel and
Cesar Hildalgo, a professor from MIT. Feunded in 2014 and kept updated, it calls itself “the
most comprehensive website and visualization engine of public U.S. government data.”

U. S. Census for 2020. www.census.gov

FBl.gov. The official FBI database for crime statistics. Updated annually.

NOTES ON STATISTICS



{1) As defined by the United States Census Bureau, a housing unit is occupied if “a
person or group of persons is living in it at the time of the interview or if the
occupants are only temporarily absent, as for example, on vacaticn.” They must
consider the unit “their usual place of residence or have no usual place of residence
elsewhere.”

Vacancy is a complex category in the Census. A housing unit is defined as vacant
under the following conditions:

» “if no one is living in at the time of the interview, unless its occupants are
only temporarily absent.”

o [|fitis a new unit where “construction has reached a point where all
exterior windows and doors are installed, and final usable floors are in
place.”

e if the interior of the house is no longer protected from the elements or if
“there is positive evidence (such as a sign on the house or block) that the
unit is to be demolished or is condemned.”

* Unoccupied units for occasional use or for rent, for sale, or held off the
market are counted as vacant.

Other vacantis a complex category that includes the following conditions:

* Foreclosure

o Personal/family reasons. (This includes situations such as the owneris
staying with family or assisted living

* Legal proceedings such as settling an estate or a divorce

e Preparing to sellorrent

¢ Held for storage of household furniture

e Needs repairs

¢ Currently being repaired or renovated

e Specific use housing such as military or corporate housing

¢ Abandoned and possibly to be demolished or condemned

o Extended absence

(2) Because this statistic derives from the ACS, which uses sampling techniques, there
is a margin of error of “at least 10 percent” (Census Reporters

https://censusreporter.org/profiles for Onancock, VA.)

{3) Up-to-date crime statistics will be collected from the Onancock Police Department.



